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Carbombs rock s Algiers compoand 

PARIS (AFP) — Suspected Muslim radial milir&nu set off three 
bombs inside a heavily guarded suburban Algiers compound 
housing lop government official*, injuring several people and 
causing serious damage, reliable sources said Friday. In the 
boldest strike yet again: Algeria's military -backed government, 
the attacked set off a powerful carbomb and two other bombs 
Thursday inside the seaside compound known as the Club des 
nns. This symbol of the ruling classes is considered one of the beat 
protected facilities in the country. The blasu wooded several 
people and caused serious damage, the sources said. There were 
unconfirmed reports of one fatality. It was the first bombing by 
suspected Islamic fundamentalists of a residence of government 
officials, and the l at es t in a wave of bombings and other attacks by 
the fundamentalists against government buildings, security forces 
and civilians. It also came a dav before the government Friday 
announced Nov. 16 as the date for the fir-t round of presidential 
elections that the fundamentalists and legal opposition parties 
have said they will boycott. 
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Syria calls for review of peace talks 

DAMASCUS lAFPj — Syria on Friday called on the United 
Slaiei to make a complete devaluation of the Middle East peace 
pnK.-e» which has broken down on the Syrian-Israeji side. "An 
(»erall revaluation of ihe peace process since its inception in 
Madrid in IW! is necessary I to prevent) the situation from further 
deteriorating due to Israels policies.” state radio said. There has 
hern "an obvious decline in the process which has made some lose 
enthusiasm and others lose hope they placed in the American 
initiative.' " it said. The radio urged "a return to the essence oi the 
American initiative ha 1 -d on the exchange of peace for land. It 
placed responsibility fur a review on Washington . w hich sponsored 
the Madrid peace process along with Russia. "All the accords 
made with Israel in the name of peace have not brought the region 
any closer to peace." the radio said. It condemned "the continuing 
stale of belligerence in the occupied territories, the clashes in 
south Lebanon and the complete freeze in l&rael-Syria negotia- 
tions." 
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Ekeus says Iraq 
giving new data 


U.S. boosts its military presence in Gulf; 
Iraq denies reported army movements 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq haj, revealed new details 
about its clandestine weapons 
programme, the top U.N. in- 
spector said Friday, and the 
cooperation appears linked 
to the defection of the coun- 
try's leading weapons official. 

Rolf Ekeus, a Swedish dis- 
armament expert, said Iraqi 
officials blamed the defector, 
Lieutenant-General Hussein 
Kamel Hassan Al Magid, 
concealing the data. 

The Iraqis provided Mr. 
Ekeus with new documents 
.shortly after he arrived 
Thursday on his latest visit to 
Baghdad. 

"Iraq has started to hand 
over new information," Mr. 
Ekeus told the Associated 
Press. "We expect more in- 
formation during my stay." 

He declined to divulge spe- 
cifics. saying that would come 


when he reports to the U.N. 
Security Council. 

He acknowledged that his 
team was looking for further 
documentation on Iraq’s 
biological weapons program- 
me. 

Before he left New York. 
Mr. Ekeus said that Iraq had 
not provided proof to support 
its claim that it destroyed vast 
quantities of anthrax and 
botulism which it admitted 
last month it had produced 
between 19S5 and 1990. 

It claims it had destroyed 
the material in October 1990, 
but the U.N. inspectors have 
so far been unable to verify 
that. 

“Iraq had been denying 
some very obvious things." 
Mr. Ekeus said. “I think we 
could go forward quickly 
now. It’s a golden opportun- 
ity for Iraq.” 


He has met with Iraq’s 
deputy prime minister, Tareq 
Aziz, and other top officials 
in Saddam Hussein's govern- 
ment. He plans to stay in Iraq 
until Sunday. 

He is expected to travel (o 
Jordan, possibly for a meet- 
ing with Gen. Hassan. Presi- 
dent Saddam’s son-in-law 
and the architect of the clan- 
destine weapons programme 
Ira<^ developed during the 

Asked if Iraq's cooperation 
was spurred by (he defection. 
Mr. Ekeus said: "I don’t 
want to look a gift horse in 
the mouth. I don't want to 
debate their motives." 

Iraqi officials have not 
commented on Mr. Ekeus* 
visit, which has come at a 
time of heightened tension in 
the region. 

In Washington, the Penta- 


gon announced it was moving 
shiploads of troop supplies 
closer to the Gulf and making 
other preparations for a 
potential U.S. military re- 
sponse following Iraqi troop 
movements south of Bagh- 
dad. 

After meeting Friday with 
Iraq’s oil minister. General 
Amer Mohammad Rashid, 
the acting head of Iraq's 
weapons programme, Mr. 
Ekeus said “wc have started 
serious technical talks that 
tackled essential issues." 

The Iraqi capital appeared 
calm Friday. Regular security 
checkpoints on highways 
leading into Baghdad re- 
mained in place, but there 
were no signs of unusual 
security deployments. 

Iraq denied that large-scale 

(Continued on page 3) 


Jordan, S.Arabia closer 
to sealing reconciliation 


crown reconciliation efforts \S . 4-/-^ 

between the two sides. They r\Li W Cll l LvJ 

also stressed that there would 
be no conditions attached to 


By Ayman Al Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and 
Saudi Arabia have edged 
closer to sealing reconcilia- 
tion with the successful con- 
clusion of the talks Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti he' J with Saudi offi- 
cials in Jeddah on Wednes- 
day and Thursday. 

"Relations between Saudi 
Arabia and Jordan are back 
on the track we have always 
called for.” Mr. Kabariti said 
at the end of a three-dav 
official visit to Saudi Arabia 
on Thursday. 

Future ties, he said, "will 
be better and deeper and 
contacts between the two 
countries will continue.” 

Saudi officials were also 
upbeat about the outcome of 
the visit, the second by Mr. 
Kabariti to Saudi Arabia in a 
month. 

Saudi Foreign Minister 
Prince Saud Al Faisal said 
relations between the two 
countries, which were 
strained after Amman and 
Riyadh took opposing views 
on" the ‘Gulf crisis, "are back 
at the required level." 

"We look forward to con- 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A senior 
Palestinian negotiator said 
Friday no agreement on ex- 
panding Palestinian self-rule 
in the West Bank was possi- 
ble before Israel agreed to 
pull its troops out of the town 
of Hebron. 

Israeli and Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
negotiators are working to- 
wards an agreement on the 
long-overdue second phase of 
their 1993 peace deal. This 
phase includes the expansion 
of Gaza-based Palestinian 
self-rule in the West Bank. 
Israeli redeployment of 
troops out of Palestinian- 
populated areas and Palesti- 
nian elections. 

“Hebron is a Palestinian 
city and should be treated 
like the rest of the Palestinian 
cities," said Sub Erakat. a 
negotiator and head of the 
•Palestinian elections commit- 
tee. 

Israel agreed in talks with 
the PLO to withdraw its 

(Continued on page 7) 


tinned coordination and fruit- 
ful cooperation between our 
countries," Prince Saud told 
a press conference in Jeddah. 

Though Mr. Kabariti 's visit 
to Saudi Arabia was planned 
before the defection to Jor- 
dan of Iraqi Minister of In- 
dustry Gen. Hussein Kamel 
Hassan Al Majid, the trip 
acquired added significance 
in light of the developments 
on the Iraqi arena. 

Immediately after the de- 
fection. Saudi Arabia’s head 
of intelligence service Prince 
Turki Ben Abdul Aziz flew to 
Amman on a secret mission 
for consultations wjih Jorda- 
nian officials over the defec- 
tion of Lieutenant-General 
Hassan, a son-in-law of Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein, 
to the Kingdom. 

Prince Saud. who said he 
would soon visir Jordan in 
response to an invitation by 
Mr. Kabariti. told reporters 
that no obstacles remained in 
the way of convening a sum- 
mit between His Majesty 
King Hussein and Saudi King 
Fahd, to whom Mr. Kabariti 
delivered a letter from King 
Hussein. 

Jordanian officials said ear- 
lier that the summit would 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israeli Police 
Minister Moshe Shahai 
vowed on Friday to close 
down Palestinian organisa- 
tions in Arab East Jerusalem 
next week provided he can do 
it within the law. 

"I envisage dosing certain 
institutions acting for the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) next week. But I 
will not do it unril I have 
verified that the law allows 
me to." Mr.Shahal told the 
press, without specifying 
which organisations. 

On Wednesday and Thurs- 
day. Israeli police launched a 
sweeping inquiry into Palesti- 
nian organisations in East 
Jerusalem, sparking an angry 
response from the Orient 
House, the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation's (PLO) de 
facto headquarters in Jeru- 
salem. 


improving ties between the 
two states. 

Mr. Kabariti. who also met 
with Crown Prince Abdullah, 
told reporters that Jordan* 
and Saudi Arabia hold simi- 
lar views on the situation in 
Iraq. 

“The two sides showed 
concern for the unity of Iraq 
and its sovereignty over its 
territories as well as its re- 
sumption of its role on the 
Arab arena," Mr. Kabariti 
said. 

Prince Saud said the talks 
Mr. Kabariti held in Saudi 
Arabia were "important, use- 
ful and conducted in a friend- 
ly atmosphere." 

He said the Saudi 
ambassador-designate to 
Amman, Abdullah Abdul 
Aziz Al Sudeiri. will soon 
travel to Jordan to assume his 
position. 

Mr. Sudeiri previously 
served as Saudi Arabia's 
ambassador to Bahrain. 

Jordan sent back its ambas- 
sador to Saudi Arabia earlier 

(Continued on page 7) 


”We denounce this cam- 
paign of harassment, which is 
ail the more dangerous be- 
cause it coincides with attacks 
by Israeli settlers against 
Palestinian institutions, ’’ an 
Orient House statement said. 

Over the past months, set- 
tlers and right-wingers have 
protested daily in front of the 
Orient House. Some protests 
have turned violent and on 
one occasion demonstrators 
fired shots at the home of its 
director Faisal Husseini. 

"The police interventions 
are in total violation of the 
Oslo accords” signed by 
Israel and the PLO in 1993, 
the Orient House said, 
adding a call for an immedi- 
ate start to negotiations on 
the final status of Jerusalem. 

Police visited the offices of 
five organisations in East 

(Continued on page 3) 


boost ties 

with 

Jordan 

and 

Yemen 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait's 
foreign minister was reported 
on Friday as saying he ex- 
pected to restore relations 
with Jordan and Yemen five 
years after they were badly 
strained by Iraq's 1990 inva- 
sion. 

The minister. Sheikh 
Sabah Al Ahmad Al Sabah, 
said there was nothing to 
prevent him meeting Jorda- 
nian Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti in the near 
■future. Al Qabas newspaper 
reported. 

Such a meeting would be 
the first high-level contact 
since ties were damaged over 
Iraq’s seven-month occupa- 
tion of Kuwait. 

Sheikh Sabah said they 
could meet at a forthcoming 
Arab League foreign minis- 
ters’ meeting in Cairo, or 
elsewhere. 

What was going to happen 
with Jordan would happen 
also with Yemen, and rela- 
tions with Yemen would be 
restored shortly, he was re- 
ported as saying in answer to 
questions. 

Kuwait's ties with several 
Arab states were damaged by 
their perceived sympathy for 
Baghdad after Iraq invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990. 

* The Qabas report was the 
latest of several recent indica- 
tions that Kuwait relations 
with these states might be 
repaired faster than had been 
expected. 

Arab diplomats say a re- 
cent Saudi-Jordanian rap- 
prochement and Jord n’s de- 
cision to grant asylum to 
high-level Iraqi defectors 
could help Kuwaiti-Jordanian 
reconciliation efforts. 

Mr. Kabariti said Wednes- 
day as saying he would meet 
Sheikh Sabah on the sidelines 
of an Arab League meeting 
in Cairo on Sept. 20. 

Kuwait’s embassy in Am- 
man has been run by a charge 
d’affaires since it pulled out 

(Continued on page 3) 


Erakat says no self-rule 
accord without Hebron 

Shahai boosts anti-PLO 
campaign in Jerusalem 



ALERT IN PARIS: A police patrol checks a litter bin on Friday 
near the Arc de Triomphe, where a bomb exploded Thursday 
Evening in such a bin, wounding several people, most of them 
foreign tourists (see page 12) 


Pelletreau ends visit after 


reaffirming U.S. pledge 

Washington reportedly pressing Jordan 
to suspend economic relations with Iraq 


By Ayman Ai Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A high-ranking 
American delegation on Fri- 
day wound up a two-day visit 
to Jordan during which it 
held talks with His Majesty 
King Hussein and Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker over the recent de- 
velopments in Iraq and pre- 
parations for the Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA) 
economic summit which will 
be held in Amman in Octo- 
ber. 

Under-secretary of State 
for Near Eastern Affairs 
Robert Pelletreau, who 
headed the delegation, reiter- 
ated Washington’s commit- 
ment "to stand by Jordan 
against any threats to its 
security.” 

In a statement issued be- 
fore departing Amman for 
Saudi Arabia on the second 
leg of the visit which also 
includes Kuwait, Mr. Pellci- 
reau said the talks he held in 
Jordan were “frank and 
wide-ranging.” 

The American assurances 
to stand by Jordan against 
any military threats coincided 
with the start of join! military 
exercises by the rwo countries 
in the Kingdom's southern 
desert (see separate story) 

About 3,000 American sol- 


diers and 4,000 Jordanian 
troops are taking pan in the 
exercise, which was decided 
weeks before the defection to 
Jordan of former Iraqi Minis- 
ter of Industries Hussein 
Kamel Hassan Al Majid. 

The U.S. has stepped up its 
campaign against the Iraqi 
regime since Lieutenant 
General Hassan called for the 
toppling of President Saddam 
Hussein at a press conference 
after Jordan granted asylum 
to him, his brother and their 
two wives, daughters of Pres- 
ident Saddam. 

Iraq has brushed aside as 
mere "hallucination” Amer- 
ican reports that it could be 
planning military action 
against the Kingdom in re- 
taliation against hosting rhe 
Iraqi defectors. 

But the U.S. remains ada- 
mant in its emphasis that Iraq 
could pose a threat to Jordan 
or Kuwait in light of the 
recent developments, moving 
the aircraft carrier Theodore 
Roosevelt to the Eastern 
Mediterranean after report- 
ing “unusual” movement of 
Iraqi troops on its borders 
with Kuwait. The U.S. said it 
is willing to deploy 20,000 
soldiers in the region to ward 
off any possible Iraqi threat. 

Both Iraqi and U.N. 
sources have denied any un- 
usual movement by Iraqi 


forces on the borders. 

Jordanian and U.S. offi- 
cials were tightlipped about 
the nature of the talks Mr. 
Pelletreau held in Jordan, but 
reports from Washington said 
that the American official 
asked Jordan to sever its eco- 
nomic ties with Iraq in return 
for an American pledge to 
convince Saudi Arabia to 
supply Jordan with oil. Reu- 
ters news agency quoted an 
unnamed Jordanian official 
as confirming the report. 

Asked whether the U.S. 
was pressuring the Gulf states 
to supply Jordan with oil, a 
State Department spokesman 
said in Washington: *Tm 
sure that we have ongoing 
conversations with our 
friends and partners in the 
Gulf about the ways that we 
could work together to en- 
sure that we respond approp- 
riately to this courageous de- 
cision (hosting Gen. Hassan) 
that Jordan has taken.” 

Diplomatic sources said 
the previously unscheduled 
visit was prompted by Gener- 
al Hassan ’s defection and was 
aimed at consulting with Jor- 
dan over the implications of 
the move. 

Jordan imports most of its 
oil supplies from Iraq under a 
special agreement with the 

(Continued on page 3) 


Croatians seize Drvar, 
prepare Trebinje offensive 


ZAGREB (Agencies) — 
Bosnian Croat forces re- 
portedly captured a Serb- 
held town in western Bosnia 
Friday and U.N. officials said 
up to 10,000 Croatian army 
troops appeared poised to 
attack another in a double 
blow for separatist Serbs. 

On another front, the Un- 
ited Nations said it was with- 
drawing its Ukrainian troops 
from the eastern Bosnian en- 
clave of Gorazde in'the com- 
ing days, and that British 
troops would be out by mid- 
September. 

"A decision will be made 
in the near future on who will 
replace the British forces in 
Gorazde.” U.N. spokesman 
Alexander Ivanko said. But 
no offers have been forth- 
coming and the British have 
insisted they will not remain 
after their tour of duty con- 
cludes at the end of this 
month. 

A Zagreb television station 
reported Bosnian Croat 
forces had seized Drvar. 170 
kilometres west of Sarajevo, 
and that Serbs had suffered 
“heavy losses" in the offen- 
sive. 

However, that could not be 
confirmed by U.N. or Croa- 
tian government officials in 
the capital. 

Meanwhile, Croatia con- 
tinued strengthening its 
forces in and around the his- 


toric Adriatic port city of 
Dubrovnik, raising fears of 
an imminent strike on the 
Bosnian Serb-held town of 
Trebinje 20 kilometres inland 
and to the north. 

“There may be as many as 

10.000 Croatian soldiers in 
the area northeast of the 
city," U.N. spokesman 
Christopher Gunness said. 

“The situation ii> ihe area 
is extremely tense and we 
believe that offensive actions 
could be launched within 
days." he added. 

Buses and lorris carrying 
soldiers were seen heading 
towards the region in south- 
east Croatia. More than 

4.000 troops had already 
been despatched there in pre- 
vious days. 

Trebinje’s Serb defenders 
claimed to have repulsed a 
Croatian assault on the town 
Thursday, inflicting heavy 
casualties in hand-to-hand 
fighting, and to have ejected 
‘Croatian forces from two 
strategic hills. Serbian news 
agency Tanjug said. 

It has been from the Tre- 
binje area that Serbs have 
shelled Dubrovnik, where 
soldiers and residents were 
preparing for the offensive 
into Bosnia which they pre- 
dicted would begin Friday. 
Dubrovnik is a medieval wal- 
led city declared by the U.N. 
as a world heritage site. 


“The war will begin tomor- 
row," one of a group of 
young army reservists said 
late Thursday as they sat 
drinking in a cafe. 

•’They interrupted my 
leave and 1 have to return to 
my base,” added a young 
painter, who asked not to be 
named. 

Workers in the ancient 
centre were busy boarding up 
buildings and protecting 
them with bales of straw. 

While the risk of renewed 
war rose around Dubrovnik, 
die United States pressed on 
with an initiative which 
would trade land for peace in 
Bosnia and threaten militaxy 
action for those who do not 
fall in line. 

U.S. envoy Richard Hol- 
brooke finished a second day 
of talks with Serbian Presi- 
dent Slobodan Milosevic and 
appeared to have won his 
support for the plan to end 
four years of war in former 
Yugoslavia. 

Mr. Holbrooke had not 
comment as he left the talks 
to go to the Croatian capital 
of Zagreb for a second 
round of meetings with Presi- 
dent Franjo Tudjman. 

He will then travel to the 
Bosnian capital of Sarajevo 
for his first meeting with 
President Alija Izetbegovic. 

Mr. Holbrooke said after 

(Continued on page 7) 


U.S.-Jordan 
military 
exercises 
under way 
in southern 
desert 

By jam hi Hataby 

The Associated Press 

QATRANA — American 
and Jordanian troops fan- 
ned out across the south- 
ern desert Friday for three 
weeks of exercises. 

The desert around the 
Qatrana military camp 
*120 kilometres south of 
Amman, was congested 
with tanks, artillery", heli- 
copters, mobile radar un- 
its and thousands of 
troops. 

“It looks like the Gulf 
war,” said one onlooker 
near the camp, where 
2,000 U.S. Marines and 
Special Forces personnel 
moved up from Aqaba for 
the land and naval man- 
.oeuvres, codenamed “In- 
finite Moonlight 95." 

They kicked off as the 
United States began bol- 
stering its military forces 
in the region amid re- 
ported Iraqi deployments 
that follow the Aug. S 
defection of two top- 
ranking Iraqi officials to 
Jordan. 

■ The manoeuvres were 
planned six months before 
the defection of 
Lieutenant-General Hus- 
sein Kamel Hassan Al 
Majid, head of Iraq’s 
weapons programme, and 
his brother. Colonel Sad- 
dam Kamel, and their 
wives. 

“It’s purely circumstan- 
tial that we happened to 
be coming through the 
Red Sea when all the in- 
formation about Iraq and 
the defectors occurred," 
said Sergeant Nathan 
Portman, public affairs 
officer for the 11th 
Marine Expeditionary 
Unit. 

“We’re definitely keep- 
ing abreast to the situa- 
tion in Iraq and the defec- 
tors," he said, stressing 
that “if called upon, this 
unit is always capable of 
responding.” 

Washington has vowed 
to protect Jordan in the 
event of an Iraqi retalia- 
tion following Amman’s 
granting asylum to the 
Iraqis. 

Security sources said at 
least 4,000 Jordanian sol- 
diers will take part in the i 
three-week exercise, 
which will be held in 
several locations in the 
Kingdom, including 1 
Aqaba. ! 

Combat aircraft from 
the U.S- Theodore 
Roosevelt, a carrier de- 
ployed in the Eastern 
Mediterranean off Israel 
as pan of the precaution- 
ary movements, will also 
take part in the exercises. 

Sgt. Portman said the 
exercises "allow us to ger 
together with the Jorda- 
nians, pass on knowledge 
to them while they pass on 
knowledge to us, share 
our tactics and the way we 
do things." 

Speaking to the Associ- 
ated Press under seething 
temperatures and swirling 
dust, Sgt. Portman said 
the U.S. forces will “work 
on small units and move 
up to battalion-sized op- 
eration" by Tuesday. 

Inside the Qatrana* 
camp, reporters were not 
allowed access to Jorda- 
nian soldiers. 

U.S. Marines in 
camouflaged desert fati- 
gues instructed Jordanian 
soldiers on radar systems, 
mortars and the portable 
Dragon anti-armour mis- 
sile. 

Units of American 
Marines were conducting 
separate exercises as CH- 
47D Chinook transport 
helicopters hovered and 
light tanks and recon- 
naissance vehicles 
growled across the sand. 

Several 155-mm and 
M198 Howitzer were seen 
inside the camp, where 
trenches were dug . 
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S. Arabia says 
Sharia to remain 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia 
will not bow to pressure and 
will continue to implement 
Islamic laws, including the 
beheading of criminals, Saudi 
newspapers said on Friday. 

Editorials in three news- 
papers indirectly attacked 
Turkey, which has warned 
Saudi Arabia not to execute 
any more Turks after four 
were beheaded last week for 
trying to smuggle in drugs. 

Ai Madina daily said the 
kingdom would not change 
its Islamic laws “whatever the 
end cfrsl- 




ir.try •"ii! continue 
“plement tsl' mic Sharia 
cr. ..1 riiose who f?v 2 on 


tv . ^ j u 


fererce -:c- : cri:L*y. asked: 
Incy r..!:'v us to d*- 
nisr.d ;: :y ch -r.se their leg- 
ic:c; : .or.? C: ■..“!! "they consid- 
er it an imerserei*ce in their 
internal affolrs and their con- 
stitution and an insult of their 
sovereignty?" 

A Turkish official arrived 
in Saudi Arabia on Friday to 
plead for the lives of 40 Turks 
facing execution by the 
sword, many for smuggling 
an aphrodisiac drug into the 
strictly Islamic kingdom, Tur- 
key's Anatolian news agency 
said. 

Prime Minister Tansu Cil- 
ler's envoy Nevzat Yaldntas 
and a Foreign Ministry offi- 
cial hoped to meet senior 
Saudi officials and maybe 
King Fahd to ask him for 
clemency, Anatolian said. 

Turkey says 40 other Tur- 
kish prisoners in Saudi Ara- 
bia are awaiting execution or 
are being tried on capital 
charges. At least 22 of them 
bad been accused of smug- 
gling the aphrodisiac capta- 
gon. 

Captagon contains amphe- 
tamine, not normally consi- 
dered a hard drug by most 
enforcement agencies. Tur- 
kish police say captagon 
smugglers caught in Turicey 
would rarely be given long 
prison terms. 

Saudi Arabia has repeated- 
ly and clearly warned that 
drug smugglers would be ex- 
ecuted. 

■ Anatolian said envoy Yai- 
rintas, a professor of econo- 
mics and former senior figure 
in an:Islamic bank, would try 
to persuade Saudi officials to 
allow the Turks facing the 
death sentence to be 
punished in their home coun- 
try.. 


Saudi Arabia has said ex- 
ecutions will go ahead in 
accordance with its Islamic 
law, which demands the pub- 
lic execution by the sword of 
rapists, murderers, drug 
smugglers and violent armed 
robbers. 

Turkish Muslim figures 
have challenged the Islamic 
basis of the beheadings. 

Up to 141 people have 
been beheaded in Saudi Ara- 
bia this year, mostly for 
smuggling drugs. 

Ms. Ciller, on a visit to the 
central Asian republic of 
Kyrgyzstan, said Wednesday 
Turkey was considering vitS 
drawing its ambassador -.0 
Saud: Arabia. 

“We're evaluating I'm*. ?: 
the moment. I? fitis 
tiroes, it is one cf the things 
to be considered," "wiS. Ciller 
was quoted by Anatolian 2 s 
saying in response to « ques- 
tion. 

Turkish President Suley- 
man Demirel sent a message 
to sling Fahd on Monday 
over the beheading of the 
four Turks — two cn Friday, 
two on Monday — “express- 
ing his sadness and calling for 
the lives of the remaining 
prisoners to be spared," a 
spokesman said. 

The executions caused a 
furore in secular Turkey. 
Outraged relatives and 
friends of the dead and those 
jailed have burned Saudi 
flags in streets and chanted 
slogans against King Fahd. 

The foreign ministry said 
the four men were convicted 
of smuggling captagon pills, 
which Istanbul narcotics 
police said were used to boost 
sex drive. 

Official Saudi media also 
reported that the drugs in- 
volved were captagon. 

“Captagon is a physically 
arousing drug, and can be 
used as an aphrodisiac,” an 
Istanbul narcotics police offi- 
cial said. 



: a5esthi ? GEi resident of Hebron argues with an Israeli soldier at the entrance of the Ibrahim 
■uoe In 'be city. Israel on Friday announced it was closing the mosque for three days (AFP 


j photo? 


! Palestinians play spot the tourist 


The official said he be- 
lieved the drug could only be- 
obtained in Germany, illegal- 
ly, and that most people 
caught in Istanbul said the 
pills were destined for Arab 
countries. 

Narcotics police say capta- 
. >n smugglers caught in Tur- 
:ey would rarely be jailed for 
more than a few months. 
Newspapers reported that the 
drag — a kind of ampheta- 
mine — used to be legal in 
some countries, including 
Turkey until 1989, but is now 
widely banned. 
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8 killed in Mogadishu 
shootings; talks called 


MOGADISHU (AP) — 
Militiamen enforcing a un- 
ilateral disarmament issued 
by General Mohammad Far- 
rah Aideed killed eight peo- 
ple in Mogadishu on Thurs- 
day. 

Three of the dead were 
private guards at Lafore 
maternity hospital. Three 
others were armed herdsmen 
who brought camels to Moga- 
dishu for sale and two were 
passengers in a bus. 

A radio statibn controlled 
fcv General .Aideed said only 
that an unspecified number 
of gur.ir.en were arrested for 
j- wji! t I'ssess'on of srms. 

7” : :s:-s j-i. realists 
rv !:irn*cn shot the 
;:r.d r.^.dsmen without 
■jsVin- v. zu^f-r.s. 


day ordered the surrender of 
all weapons to what he called 
the national army. 

Gen. Aideed, who controls 
parts of southern Mogadishu, 
offered cash rewards to those 
who surrender their weapons 

On Thursday, one of Gen. 
Aideed’s rival, former finan- 
cier and right hand man, Has- 
san Osman Ato, dismissed 
Gen. Aideed's decree on 
weapons. 

“The Somali people will 
keep their weapons until 
there is a government to pro- 
tect them," Mr. Ato said. 

He was speaking ai a new? J 
conference where 12 factions j 
announced they had agreed 1 
to hold a national conference 
within two months to put 
together the remains of their 
shattered homelnnd. 

F7 : Ato iJ G. : -. 


BETHLEHEM (AFP) — 
Visitors are pouring into the 
holy land in unprecedented 
numbers, but the Palestinians 
attract' little of the business, 
nine months after officially 
taking charge of tourism on 
the West Bank. 

Gift-shop owners in Beth- 
lehem. the traditional birth- 

J lace of Jesus nestled in the 
udaean hills, are depressed. 
Day after day they watch 
thousands of foreigners climb 
out of air-conditioned buses 
into the Nativity church and 
straight back into the buses. 

Anton Michel, 60, swore 
that not a single tourist had 
entered his premises on Man- 
ger Square for a week. Dust 
covered the olive wood cros- 
ses and mother of pearl boxes 
spilling over the shelves. 

“I can’t pay the telephone 
and electricity bills things are 
so bad." he complained. 
"The tourist minister (Elias 
Freij) and his officials have 


done nothing to improve the 
situation since they took over 
last year." 

Mr. Michel and his fellow 
shopkeepers accuses tourist 
guides, both Israeli and 
Palestinians, of taking visi- 
tors to .only a small clique of 
shops outside the town in 
return for a percentage of the 
takings. 

Salem Jacqueman . who 
runs the biggest souvenir 
shop on the square, also ac- 
cused the guides of operating 
a mafia. 

“All I ask is that the tourist 
ministry put an end to these 
practices," he said. 


Across the square, in the 
tourism information bureau, 
three employees were en- 
joying a quiet breakfast and a 
fourth scanning the morning 
newspaper. 

Not a tourist in sight. 

"The shopkeepers should 
stop complaining." said 


George Samour, the bureau 
director. 

He said more than one 
million tourists passed 
through Bethlehem in 1994 
and that record will be 
broken again this year. 
However, few stay more than 
an hour or two — there are 
only 520 hotel rooms in the 
town. 

“Unfortunately they only 
\isit Bethlehem and do not 
stay the night because they 
are with Israeli travel agen- 
cies. 

“And there are none of the 
facilities and evening enter- 
tainment here that you find in - 
Israel." he admitted. 

Mr. Samour said there was 
no alternative but to pay the 
guides to bring tourists into 
the shops. “But the commis- 
sions' should be fixed," he 
added. 

There are plenty of visitors 
in the self-rule enclave of 
Jericho too. But none stay 


because there is not a single 
hotel. 

It is not easy to find the 
one of the main attractions — 
the impressive eight century 
rains of Hisham’s Palace — 
because there are no signs 
leading to tbe site on the edge 
of the Jordan Valley oasis. 

Renovations are badly 
needed, but will cost an esti- 
mated three million dollars. 

*‘We do not have the 
money. We are waiting for 
help from donor countries to 
start." said Hamza AI Smadi, 
who is in charge of com- 
munications at the tourism 
ministry. 

“To generate tourism, you 
have to control borders and 
channel through tourists," he 
said, seated at a desk in the 
caravan which the ministry 
has set up as its headquarters 
in Jericho. 

“And for the time being. 
Israel does all that." 


2 farmers. 

4 militants 
killed in 
South Egypt 


ASSILT (R) — Egyptian 
police shot dead four sus- 
pected Muslim militants in a 
gun battle in southern Egypt, 
security sourcs said on Fri- 
day. 

Suspected Muslim mili- 
tants killed two civilians and 
wounded another in a sepa- 
rate incident when they 
attacked a farm, the sources 
added. 

Both attacks took place on 
Thursday afternoon in the 
southern Egyptian province 
of Minya where militants 
have concentrated their low- 
level guerrilla war in the past 
few months. 

In the first incident, mili- 
tants opened fire on a police 
convoy driving through a vil- 
lage near the town of Samal- 
out in northern Minya. the 
sources said. 

Police returned fire killing 
four militants, who they later 
d scribed as “dons-: *•;(•*. e-L- 
rr.entc." There wer; no police 
casualties, the sources said. 

In the second incident, 
which took place in 3ani 
Obeid ’-i'tlage n- t .*>*j Qor- 
oa^ ' ■ "t ■ r : ■ . 


Talebans hold crew of Russian 
arms plane as bargaining chin 


,z ;v*0 o.?.r- 
is one 


lire 4it«>procl aimed rreskT-.n. j 


of three people claiming the 
Somalia presidency, on Tues- 


o: hie -secessionist Soma'ril... 
republic, were ti;» or.iy ruc- 
tions not attending the 
son th long talks in Nairobi 
'iat led to the agreement. 


re.;:..- : :;f- -re c'ahaa 

hie 1 . ,:i in : .I . . ';.u s . 23 . 
another farmer v. ho was pas- 
sing by the farm at the time, 
the sources said. 


KANDAHAR (AFP) — A 
Russian businessman, here to 
try to obtain the release of 
seven of his air crew, was 
astonished when the first 
thing he was asked by the 
Taleban captors was to pro- 
vide spare parts for a derelict 
motor car. 

"Can you get us some 
spare parts for the Chev- 
rolet's gear-box?" the black- 
bearded turbanned Taleban 
asked his clean-shaven tie- 
wearing visitor. 

The visitor, the general 
manager of the charter com- 
pany whose transport jet had 
been hijacked by the Tale- 
bans week before, was asto- 
nished. but quickly regained 
his composure. 

“Yes, we will try," he ven- 
tured cautiously, 
j Western journalists who 
j witnessed this exchange were 
j equally astonished. 

1 The charter jet which the 
| Talebans forced to land at 
j Kandahar had been ferrying 
. a large supply of Kalashnikov 
j ammunition to rival factions 
| based in the Afghan capital 
Kabul, and the detained crew 
were accused of being agents 
of the Russian government. 

Yer the Talebans saw no 
contradiction in asking Rus- 
sian charter company execu- 
tives negotiating for the re- 
lease cf their crew to buy 
them spare motor parts from 
their United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) base of Sharjah. 

“This is a separate issue," 


the Talebans stated simply. 

The Talebans, a self- 
declared force of militant re- 
ligious students, have been 
little understood ever since 
they rose from obscurity to 
international attention with 
their dramatic capture of 
Kandahar earlier this year. 

With their ranks reportedly 
swollen by defecting mujuhe- 
deen, and officers from the 
former Afghan communist 
regime (a point hotly denied 
by the Talebans), they cap- 
tured some 10 provincial 
capitals and closed on Kabul, 
although the forces of Presi- 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbani 
checked their advance there. 

Against the well- 
disciplined and battle- 
hardened troops of Mr. Rab- 
bani’s strongman, ex- 
Defence Minister Ahmad 
Shah Masoud, the Talebans 
suffered their first military 
defeats. 

However, the Talebans up- 
ped the ante on Aug. 3 when 
they demonstrated the bite of 
their — ironically Russian- 
origin — air force for the first 
time. 

Claiming to be acting on 
information received by sec- 
ret agents living in Kabul the 
Talebans sent a MiG-21 in- 
terceptor 2 loft to force the 
UAE-based Russian charter 
company cargo jet to land at 
Kandahar airport. 

The Talebans have im- 
pounded the 30-odd-tonnes 
of AK-47 ammunition and 


the plane. 

Victor Butt, tbe general 
manager of the Tran sa via 
company which leased the 
plane from a Russian-based 
air-transport company called 
Airstan, told journalists that 
according to international 
law the Talebans would never 
be able to use the hijacked 
aircraft. 


He said if the cargo jet was 
ever flown out of Afghan 
airspace it would be seized by 
the local authorities wherever 
it landed. 

In face of new demands by 
the Taleban, this legal point 
seems academic. 

The Kandahar shoura (rul- 
ing council) of the religious 
students has now asked the 
Russian government to supp- 
ly it with information con- 
cerning tbe fate of 60.000 
“missing-in-action" Afghans 
they alleged had been forc- 
ibly carried off to the former 
Soviet Union. 


While the Russian author- 
ities ponder this awkward if 
not impossible demand, life 
goes on as normal in Kanda- 
har.^ 

“Strict enforcement of Isla- 
mic religious law according to 
Talebans interpretation has 
led to the conversion of tbe 
city’s only cinema into a mos- 
que. 

The traditional cultivation 
and consumption of the drugs 
hashish and opium has been 
banned. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Tele-Liban to beam on satellite 


RFTRirr (AFP) — The state-run Tele-Liban has con- 

Si with the European sa.eUiteEutd^tt) 

broadcast non-political programme on a 

its director Fuad Naim said on Friday Mx. Nairn aso 

wealed that the Lebanese government has raised toe 

Spiral of Tele-Liban by $25 million to $35 that 

thd state-run television chain is buj^g 

equipment. Satellite 

about two months, Mr. Naim told AFP. 
initially broadcast for five hours starting with 
cultural and scientific programme as well as local ^ t ^®? 
and home productions, he said. Political shows and new 
programmes are excluded, Mr. Naimsa , d. Tefe-Uban wffl 
lease a grid on Eutelsat 2 F3 which covers Europe. ^e 
Arab World and the Mediterranean basin and is already 
beine used by several Arab television chains, mdudjng 
ones S in EgypL Morocco. Tunisia and Dubai. The sgeffite 
beams to about 150 million Arabs as well as to 700,000 
Arab spectators in Europe. Tele-Liban was the first 
television station set up in the Arab World. 


Turkish troops kill 15 rebels In east 


TUNCELI (R) — Turkish troops killed 15 Kurdish 
guerrillas in two days of clashes in tbe eastern P ro y™“L°* 
Tunceli, army officials said on Friday. “At least 15 rlUL 
(Kurdish Labour Party) have been found dead and we 
expect the toll to rise," an army official said. “We think the 
PKK wants to dip out to Bingol.” He told Reuters clashes 
were still taking place in Kflderesi in Tunceli ’s Nazmuye 
district, on the border with Bingol province to the east. 
More than 17,500 people have been killed in the PKKs 
11-year separatist campaign for independence or autonomy 
in Southeast Turkey. 


Manila clears Philippine envoy to Israel 


MANILA (AFP) — A Philippine Department of Foreign 
Affairs (DFA) panel on Friday deared Manila's ambassa- 
dor to I sr ael from alleg ations by a subordinate of diamond 
smuggling. “We don't find any specific wrongdoing that she 
has done," said Foreign Undersecretary Tomas Padilla, 
referring to the Ambassador Rosalinda de Perio Santos. 
Tbe DFA last month dispatched a team of Filipino 
diplomats to Israel to probe the allegations of Ms. Perio 
Santos’ subordinate. Consul PetronDa Garcia. The ambas- 
sador claimed that Mr. Garcia made the allegations 
because she had recommended the consul's recall. Ms. 
Perio Santos admitted bringing home to Manila 21 uncut 
diamond stones worth $1,000 and had bought some gold in 
Dubai but die DFA said there was nothing illegal in these 
actions. Mr. Padilla said he wifi turn over die panel’s 
findings to Foreign Secretary Domingo Siazon. 


Sudan to release women, children 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudanese President Omar Hassan AI 
Bashir has ordered the release of all women prisoners who 
have chidren, the official Sudan news agency SUNA said 
on Friday. Lieutenant-General Bashir issued the order in a 
speech on Thursday to die delegation that will represent 
Sudan at the United Nations fourth world conference on 
women in Beijing next month. Gen. Bashir said his 
government cared about women’s issues because Islam 
honoured women and made them equal to men. ’The 
Sudanese woman is now standing side by side with tbe man 
in defending faith and the homeland. and. in -assuming, 
political.’ executive and legislative responsibilities, 

Bashir said.- ■ 
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Qadhafi threatens sanctions if 
Turkey aids U.S. against Iraq 


- *,Mi 


CAIRO (AP) — Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi, 
long opposed to Western in- 
tervention in the Midcast, 
has warned that he will im- 
pose sanctions of Turkey if it 
assists the United States 
against Iraq. 

In a speech broadcast late 
Thursday, Colonel Qadhafi 
told visiting Turkish business- 
men that “America is practis- 
ing official terrorism” against 
Iraq by moving combat 
weapons and reinforcing nav- 
al units in the Gulf. 

. He noted that some 88 
Turkish companies were in- 
volved in nearly 700 projects 
in Libya and that trade be- 
tween the two companies 
accounts for "jobs for 
thousands of Turkish work- 
ers." 

“This is the weapon Libya 
possesses," Col. Qadhafi 
said. “It is stronger than 
American aircraft carriers 
and missiles." 

The speedh was monitored 
by tbe British Broadcasting 
Corporation in London. 

Col. Qadhafi backed Iraq 
in the 1990-91 Gulf crisis but 
did not provide military sup- 
port. He has in the past criti- 
cised Turkey’s coopertion 
with the West. 

Turkish bases were used by 
Western warplanes during 


the Gulf war, and Ankara 
still provides bases for West- 
ern jets that enforced the 
“no-fly zone” over ^ Kurdish 
areas of northern Iraq. 

Tbe Libyan leader warned 
of “a dangerous problem" in 
Libyan-Turidsh relations if 
Ankara again moves to sup- 
port tbe U.S. effort. 

“It is feared that our sister 
Turkey will be used once 
again in the operation of 
threatening and terrorising,... 
the Iraqi people,” Col.“ 
Qadhafi said. 

He added: “If fraternal 
Turkey is content to partid-.. 
pate in the campaign of in- : - . 
timidation and official terror- - 
ism which America is waging 
today... there will certainly 
be an infamous loss for our 
sister Turkey in tbe Libyan : 
arena." 
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45 Ekeus: Iraq 


Col. Qadhafi also urged" 
Turkey to improve its treat- ' 
ment of the Kurds, who have 
been waging a guerrilla war 
tor more autonomy. 

j 8 dismembered, and 
the Kurds given the rights of 
sen-rule nr »iu n > 


, ujc ra 

sefi-rale or even independ- 
ence, while Kurds in Turkey 
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■3SSSAB& TELEVISION 

Til: 77311! -19 


PROCRAftIME TWO 

^.■W Back to ihc Future 

J4^0 ... H.irr> and the Hendersons 

15:00 Road to Avonlca 

Families 

17:00 

Children':, programme — Doug 

S7 i30 Doc. — Palcttev 

*8rt» 

Drama — Place En Cadre A V'uc 

News in French 

I9-.SS Magazine — Faux Pas Rcvcr 

19=30 New Headlines 

19^5 ... Doe. — An End to Silence 

2WJ0 Major Dad 

30i39 The Bold and the Beautiful 
21:15 Dr. Oumn-Mcdicinc Woman 

22:00 News in English 

2225 

Film: "Ride With The Wind" 
23:59, Nohlc House 

PRAYER TIMES 

64J4 Fajr 

0S:S7 (Sunrise) Doha 

12=39 Dhuhr 

IfclS -Asr 

I9£l Maghreb 

20:45 Tsha 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweffieh, Td. 810740 


Assembfies of God Church. Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Chorch Td. 8245%). 
Church of tbe Annuncfatioa Tel. 
637440. 

De la SaSc Chorcfa Tel. 661757 
Terrasancta Cfanrch Td: 622366 
Church of the Aimondadon Tel. 
62354 t. 

AngHcan Church Tel. 630851. Td. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Chun* Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Chart* Td. 771751. 
Amman International Church Tel. 
652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical Ctto- 

Cngatnn Tel, 684195 

The Latter-Day Saints Td. 654932 

Chare* of Nizarex Tcl.675691. 

The Evangelical Local Chore* in 

Amman 

Td. 811295 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Amman 18 / 30 

A<pihi 24 / 37 

Deserts IW 35 

Jordan Valiev 23 / 36 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Samir AI Law* 9S960I 

Khalifch pharmacy 17 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 

Amman $1. Aqaba 37 Humidity 
readings: Amman 33 per cent. 
Aqaba 35 per cent. 


EMERGENCIES 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 


Moderate summer weather con- 
ditions will prevail with tempera- 
nircs below average and winds 
westerly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate 
and seas calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Yousef AI Faqih 756988 

Dr. Arafat AI Ashhah 602507 

Dr, Mukhles Halasa 819220 

Dr Khalil AlTusluq 757253 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

AI Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AI Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacouh pharmacy M4945 

Shmcisani pharmacy *37660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

KBUh 

Dr. Ahmad Oanu .» (— ■) 

Alquds pharmacy 1—) 


Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 66T 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue.,., 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 



...617101 


...775121 


Traffic Police 

Pt8)lic Security Department ... 
Hold Complaints 

.896390 
... 630321 
.60580(1 
. 66) 176 

Water and Sewerage 
Complaints 

.. 897467 


Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7X7] 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AbdaiiTdCphonc Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774! I ] 

Water Authoriiy 680I0U 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 


Elcctnc Power 

Company 6363X1 

RJ Right Information .... 08-532*41 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport OS- 53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre KI3KI3/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akilch Maternity. J. Amu. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcnam 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 66913) 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Ahdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Ahdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 
AI-Bashir.J. Ashrafich 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Marita X9161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital .... 602240/50 

Amul Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865 199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govl . Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa Notional Hospital 

(09)9UU560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

AiHikma Modern Hospital (09)99099(1 
RKD: 

Princess Basma Hospital (02)275555 


Greek Calholk Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn AI NaTecs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)314 1 1 ] 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

05:45 ...... Jakarta. Singapore (RJ) 

68:W Damascus (RJ) 

09:45 New Ddhi (RJ) 

10:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

10 J0 Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

10:35 Beirut (RJ) 

1 1:00 Abu Dhabi. Doha (RJ) 

11:00 Colombo (RJ) 

15:45 New S’ork. Amsterdam (RJ) 

1WW Cairo. Alexandria (RJ) 

19:15 London. Berlin (RJ) 

20:40 Vienna (RJ) 

21:20 Tunis (odd) (RJ) 

23:15.. Rome. Istanbul (add) (RJ) 
02J0 Madrid (RJ> 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

04:20 Vienna (OS) 

11:10 Damascus (AZ) 


|*«2 Shariqah. Doha (CF) 

Romc(AZ) 

Beirut (ME) 

Pans. Damascus (AF) 

Lamaca(CY) 

Amsterdam (KL) 


®fc30.... London. Damascus (BA) 
Antalya (TK) 

departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

06:40 

08.-00 

11:30 

Amsterdam. Chicago (add) (Pn 
J W0... Istanbul . Tunis (add) ( Rj \ 
usm Vienna (Rj) 


23:20 V < ^ a * ro ( MS ) 

2*^ Lanaca(CY) 

Danascus. Paris (AFj. 

5j!S Airaicrdam (KL) 

na^!e London (BA) 

Antalya (TK) 

Sanaa (add) (I Y). 




04-35 

01KM 


MARKET PRICES 

Uppc Mower price in f, is per kg. 


Beirut (RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 


:r~ Vienna (Rj) 

SS A"«cndam. New York (RJ, 
G ? tcva . Madrid (RJ) 

i05.. Rome. Istanbul (add) (Rj } 
Paris(Rj) 


J3:10 ....... Cairo. Alexandria { RJ j 


14ri)5 

21:05 


ynj) 

... London (Rj) 
■■ LamacfRJ) 


B^'.DhahranfS! 

Abu.Dhabj. Duhai (RJ) 


^ .Bahra^JB! 

04:00 Jeddah (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

— Beirut (ME) 

Rome (AZ) 

. .. Vjcm,a(OS) 

Bahrain (GF) 


08U5 

J2:IC 

13:48 

I4J0 


■SStr. 

,20/J » 

CauKflowcc"" 280M80 

Cucumbers (large) ia??5S 

160/ 100 



Grapes 63W500 

Lcnion 

5J5 

Onion (dry) f 550. 

Orange ™ 200/ 100 



Pepper (hot) 7Sttfi00 

^PPcrfSt') 

Potato ... 160 / J00 . 

String Bcun 58 (V 280 

Sweet Melon 480 / 300 , 

Tomato 250/150. 

Water 
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^^ Apprehension surfaces among Couricil to start development of north, 
Businessmen trading with Iraq sou (j| areas of Aqaba — minister 


RsS;* 

»-y*n Sjsrfai 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Jordanian 
is are ^ businessmen are raising 

'id AFp t ^ to a A c . oncc . n1 lh;u a possible deie- 
■tartino \L«^ noraiiun in relations 

:s as i* e u I* 1 Same.?* between Amman and Bagh- 


*ell a ,^vJ 


:s as v, e u ” saniejj!'' between Amman and Bagh- 
Politicai £ loc al siA ^ could seriously under- 
L ^ m said t 0 ?* WiJ ,ra, k and economic 
^‘ch covii c “ es ^ ,ead IO *** *oss of 
®an basin ar^ Ur °Pe r- w ^ ai left °f *be Iraqi mar- 
2V ision chajfK ^ ^ eI ^ or J or danian industries. 
a nd Duk-.: iodi« In public and □rivate com- 


* nd Dub*** 

** K well 'J^^S 

* r *b wJJ* * 


In public and private com- 
ments, they say that the 
Baghdad government, 
“* «»u world ~ ** iV which effectively controls 
j. - the Iraqi economy and mar- 

■ ®06|3 kel through state-run enter- 

prises, could call off trade 
Ps kiH e( j L5 v deals with Jordanian 
e . asieni exporters in retaliation for 

r' lea*r iS? 5, tor kingdom offering 

ficial dead i? * K l^ 10 a l0 P-ranking Iraqi 

H<* f S ^j d 1 "^eihSi^ dBictal and son-in-law of 

si in ? Reule i*tilf' Iraqi Pr^ident Saddam Hus- 
^ m Tunceli’s sein. 

een^km* 1 ? 10 ■•*&!? Jl was afler xnore than 
feoeiwu ,n to Pto * rcc > cars drat we managed 
indent* or au 3 to rebuild business ties with 

Iraq, which was steadily 
5 envftw . drilling towards the West as 

vo * to Jsrael weI1 as to? Far East for its 

Department ns r needj> in lhc absence of a 
iared Manila\ - stejd y lack of serious Jor- 
subordinate nf -*^ nia;i interest in trade" 
rific wrongdoino sa ^ d J businessman, who 

icretary Tomas Si? claimed he had a standing 

aiinda'de Period ordcr wonh 500.000 a 

; d a team of SH' monlh for food stuffs to 

^legations of ^ f Iraq, 
mla Garcia. The ^ According to Department 
made the aluZ !,, °f Statistics figures quoted 
he consul’s recall u, by the Central Bank of Jar- 
>me to Manila 2! iat dan (CBJ) in its latest 
lad bought some gold* monthly bulletin, Jordanian 
5 nothing illegal in^ exports to Iraq — food and 
turn c . over to pat' medicine are exempt from 
mgo biazon. the international sanctions 

1 against that country* — were 

en, children worth JD 106 mi,,ion in 

1 9^4. 


wjfc afrer more ihon 


5 envoy to l 

Deparimenr nt 


apartment of Ff ^ 


; d a team of Si!' month for food stuffs to 

^legations of Ms f M- 

mla Garcia. The an? According to Department 


ingo Siazon. 


en, children 


isideniOmarHasstt.1 
il women prisonen^ 
ews agency SUKa t 
hir issued the order s 
tion that will represa 
tfc world conferences 
Gen. Bashir said t 
s issues because hfe 
i equal to men. It 
de b> side with the nt: 
-land and in assum 
responsibuiries," Gta 


The trend, as reflected in 
figure* for the first half of 
this year, was upward, with 
an average of JD \2 million 
in Jordanian exports to irs 
eastern neighbour. 

in return. Iraqi expons to 
Jordan — oxide oil and fuel 
oil. also exempt from the 
sanctions — averaged about 
JD 25 million a month. In 
1994. Iraqi oil exports to 
Jordan were worth JD 
291.34 million. 

Prior to the Gulf c risis trig- 
gered by the August 1990 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait — 
which hrought about the 
sweeping international sanc- 
tions on Iraq — annual Jor- 
danian exports to Iraq were 
wonh more than JD 300 mil- 
lion. including re-exports by 
Jordanian firms. 

As such, the crisis itself 
was a serious blow to Jor- 
danian industries , many of 
whom depended solely on 
the Iraqi market for their 
products. 

A few of them were forced 
out of business as a result of 
the suspension of those 
products to Iraq in line with 
the sanctions, while others 
have been trying to diversify 
their marketing to other 
countries. 

Some hate been largely 
successful in finding alter-* 
native markets, while others 
are still struggling to survive 
in a highly competitive mar- 
ker. 

Re-exports from Jordan to 
Iraq have largely come to an 
end by now, given that many 
Jordanian foodstuff firms 
and pharmaceuticals have 
entered the scene to offer 
substitutes which cash- 
strapped Iraq could afford. 


Beyond concerns over 
possible immediate loss, 
however, is also fear of the 
potential impact of the 
defection by Hussein Kamel 
Hussan, minister of industry 
and minerals, on long-term 
jordanian-lraqi economic 
relationships. 

Businessmen note that 
concerted efforts launched 
by the Amman Chamber of 
Industry and the Federation 
of Jordanian Chambers of 
Commerce had led to the 
signing of agreements under 
which Iraq promised to give 
preference to Jordanian 
exporters and service firms 
in a post -sanctions period. 

But that promise, the busi- 
nessmen assert, could be 
undermined by wiuu they 
see as a maior shift in Jor- 
dan’s official position on 
Iraq. 

While no official organisa- 
tion has formally met to dis- 
cuss the situation and review 
means to protect the inter- 
ests of Jordanian businesses 
against the impact of the 
dramatic twist in regional 
politics, industrialists and 
traders with links to Iraq are 
discussing the issue in pri- 
vate. 

In the final analysis, how- 
ever. it is unlikely that Iraq 
would completely hall its 
impons of Jordanian prod- 
ucts. 

Quite simply, the Baghdad 
government relies a great 
deal on the steady flow of 
food and medicine from Jor- 
dan in partial barter for Iraqi 
oil. 

The other pan is adjusted 
against Iraqi debts to Jordan 
accumulated during the 
1980-SS Iran- Iraq war. 


By a Jordan T jmes 
Staff Report er 

Amman — The mei jrting in 
Aqaba Thursday iof the 
Higher Council on * .Tourism 
was very prcMueiivc 
because concrete ik l-cisions, 
including a five-part \ plan to 
develop areas of ihf: | seaside 
city, were taken, a- ..lording 
to Minister of (Tourism 
Abdul liah Khatih. 

After a thorough r feview of 
development plat jib, the 
council decided on j the need 
to develop the city (of Aqaba 
itself and a resort aik-a on the 
south beach. j 
The immediate I plan, he 
said, calls for -d levelaping 
rwo locations on (the north 
beach (the existiipg city of 
Aqaba) to includfb rwo new 
hotels. On the s>. >uth beach, 
the plan is to (develop a 
major resort area j of interna- 
tional standards { including 
another hotel, .'Mr. Khatib 
said. j 

The council alslo discussed 
the feasibility o if' opening a 
large convenliorfi facility in 
the area. 

On the long term, the 
council will ta ke a Iresh 
comprchcsivv I ook at the 
region to inclu Je tourism, 
transportation (land and 


seal, railway and industry. 
The council also discussed 
ways to enhance the number 
of flights to Aqaba by both 
Koy.il Jordanian and charter 
flights, Mr. Khatib said. 

The minister stressed that 
the city of Aqaba was a 
locus of the meeting because 
if is viewed as an attraction 
in itself as it has a local 
community which deserves 
attention and the improve- 
ment of services 

At the end of the meeting. 
Prime Minister Shanf Zeid 
Ben Shaker urged the con- 
cerned authorities to start 
immediately implementing 
the plans discussed earlier 
and stressed that they should 
benefit from rhe advantages 
of the peace treaty wish 
Israel and the new positive 
circumstances to convert 
Aqaba into an important 
tourist attraction especially 
as the city is close to other 
major attractions such as the 
Dead Sea. Wadi Rum and 
Petra. 

Prior to taking its deci- 
sions. the council was 
briefed by Aqaba Region 
Authority » ARA } President 
Fayez Khasawneh on an 
integrated development plan 


JMA or{ ;anises cancer seminar 


AMMAN (Petr; \) — At least 
200 delegates fr« >in Arab ;ind 
foreign countrie s will gather 
in Amman today ' for the first 
Jordanian con Terence on 


WHAT'S GOING ON 


Jordanian con Terence on 
■cancerous uinu >urs organ- 
ised by the Jorc ianian Med- 
ical Association tJMA). 

Conference chairman 
Yuhya Dujuni :ts.iid Friday 
that during th it* iwo-dav 
meetings the de legates will 


PLAYS 

* "The Maids/' (written by Jeah Genet; 
starring Majid Al Qasas and Najwa 
Kondakji at the Royal Cultural Centre, 
Main Theatre at 8:30 p.m. 

* "Badranah," (in Arabic) at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at 7:00 p.m. 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Oil paintings by Yassin Al Moham- 
madawi at Baladna Art Gallery. 


meeungs the de legates will 
review at least i |35 working 
papers dealing with Ihe 

treatment of turn lours. 

He said that it >\e delegates 
will also discus s\ the latest 
techniques used i«.l diagnos- 
ing cancer and 1 the early 
detection of can cer symp- 
toms as well us i 'he rate of 


cancer cases in the Arab 
World. 

Dr. Dajnni said that a sem- 
inar on the means to combat 
cancer will be held on the 
sidelines of ihe two-day 
conference, with delegate’s 
reviewing cases reported 
front eight Arab countries. 

He said a medical exhibi- 
tion displaying the latest in 
medical instruments and 
equipment will be held dur- 
ing the conference. 

Taking part in the confer- 
ence are Egypt. Tunisia. 
Libya, the United Arab Emi- 
rates tUAEf, Syria, 
Lebanon. Saudi Arabia.’ the 
U.S. and the United King- 
dom. 


LECTURE 


motions if 
linst Iraq 

Gulf war. and Ante 

provides bases for Wc — 

jets that enforced s al 

fly zone' over Kn® * Lecture (in Arabic) entitled "The Jor- det 

« Ublm h SSto«« daniajl Parties - Their Pr0S andCons " 

dangerous probfen t at Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation, *E 
m-Turkish relatkss f Jabal Amman at 6:30 p.m. op] 

■ra again moves ic ss- : ry , 

the U.S. effon. 

is feared that our sac. — 

ev will be used or 

Ekeus: Iraq giving new data 

Iraqi people. D (Continued from page 1) 

afi said. 

added: "l- f ^^Tiroop movements around potential U.S. mili 
«y is content to (^Baghdad, reportedly involv- sporise following the 
in the campaign °V: j n g units of the elite Republi- Iraqi troop mov 
^tion and official G uar d, had any sinister around Baghdad, 

■hich America is purpose. , l « , l °? 

there wIJ u dismissed U.S. concerns w, th General- J.H. 

infamous loss -merely a frog's croaking" £fay. commander 

Turkey in ^and "a balloon full of lies." FJonda-based Centr; 

-Washington is inventing mand which has res; 


• Paintings by "Pioneers of the Fifties" 
Isma'il and Suzanne Al Sheikhly, 
Khalid Qassab, and Dr. Nuri Behjet at 
Orfali Art Gallery, Umm Utheina. 


' .. - urtsstories to strengthen Us pre- 

. Qachan ^^sence in the Gulf,” said the 
y to impnj' apolitical commentary of the 
of the Kuru5. ^official Iraqi News Agency 

waeing a IN A. 

ore autonomy ■ ^ -why didn't 'the U.S. 

lQ is dismeRi^JTJ; administration express its 
jrds given the ^c^rns at the time?” INA 
le or ^en '"“fgjsked of the movements, 
while Kurds m ^ which ihe U.S. said it had 
31 riven any fi ^ ^Served over the past five- 
’• £ol- 0*^2 weeks. 

hive rights m -These inventions are like 
SJ also have nf» lhe srories fabricated by the 
! [ ou former industry minister, the 

Ke - V ' traitor Hussein Kamel Has- 

— — ' m san. who after his flight (to 

... • Cj S,cv Jordan on Aug. 8) claimed 
Renublicart Guards had been 


w Republican Guards nau been 
deployed in Baghdad, while 

' Arab and foreign press cor- 

... ‘ An'-gjni respondents said life in Bagh- 
/... dad was normal.” INA said. 

U.S. military officials say 
«1CET that while Iraq’s intentions 

u are not clear, its armed forces 
-*,«*!■**' * are making moves “not 
’ itfj necessarily immediately to- 

... - Joised on Kuwait, but focused 

in 'that direction.” 

Muka ■ . ^ Washington, U.S. De- 

• f en ce Department officials 

Jcr - • S said the Qinton adminfstra- 

tion's decision Thursday to 
;R . ls mjin . bolster forces in die region 

- ' n*5 was based on indications 
' fr 0 m Gen. Hassan and his 
•"""I. brother. Colonel Saddam 
■ , " • Z * Kamel, that Iraq had contem- 

SS5S plated an psauli on Saadi 

■■■ 3; Jr Arabia or Kuwan. • 

. 2*? The Pentagon announced 

& .^ureday that it was moving 

' >’ J shiploads of troop supplies 

iT:: - "• Pfi$ clever to the Gulf and making 

*ed> Other preparations for a 

^ 

ion ;; . .. . • jU- 


MukalT^• 1lar, 


S<W£! 

.rsismalh 


potential U.S. military re- 
sponse following the alleged 
Iraqi troop movements 
around Baghdad. 

In Kuwait, lop officials met 
with General- J.H. Bin ford 
Peay, commander of the 
Florida-based Central Com- 
mand which has responsibil- 
ity for U.S. forces in the Gulf 
region, to discuss ''possible 
Iraqi Threats to the security of 
the region," the Kuwait 
News Agency reported. 

Kuwait’s defence minister. 
Sheikh Ahmad Al Humoud 
Al Sabah, said the emirate 
was closely monitoring Iraqi 
troop movements. 

But Sheikh Ahmad said 
satellite photos showed Iraqi 
forces had not moved south 
beyond a certain latitude — 
which he did not specify. 

He said he did not believe 
the Iraqis would Stage a rerun 
of a major buildup by several 
Republican Guard divisions 
just north of the emirate’s 
border in October 1994- That 
triggered a major military re- 
sponse from the United 
States, backed by Britain and 
France. 

Baghdad-based diplomats 
said they did not think Iraq 
would take aggressive action 
at a time when Iraqi leaders 
have made clear their inten- 
tion of cooperating fully with 
the U.N. Security Council to 
try to have sanctions imposed 
after its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait lifted. 

"The defection of Gen. 
Hussein Kamel has brought 
in a new element. I think 
Iraq's aim now is how to 
undermine this general rather 
than create another crisis.” 
one diplomat said. 

"I do not see why Presi- 
dent Saddam would try to 
challenge the West now." he 
said. 


• "Exhibiton of Chinese Products '95," 
at Al Bassam Hall, King Abdullah Gar- 
dens.’ 

* Exhibition demonstrating the devel- 
opments of cinema over the past centu- 
ry at the French Cultural Centre. 


The only militaiy activity 
admitted by Iraq was an exer- 
cise of its anti-air defences on 
Aug. 14-15. Iraq’s Defence 
Minister General Sultan 
Hashim Ahmad made the ex- 
ercise public in a telegram to 
President Saddam carried^ by 
thp official press on Wednes- 
day. 

United Nations observers 
on the Iraq-Kuwait border 
also said they had seen no 
sign of unusual troop move- 
ments in southern Iraq. 

A senior officer or the 
U.N. Iraq-Kuwait Observer 
Mission (UNIKOM), which 
patrols a 15 kilometres-wide 


College ex£iim results in better scores 

Amman (Petra) — - The overall pass rate at the community 
college General < Certificate Examination was 70.39 per 
cent, according to Ministry of Higher Education Secretary 
General Ahmad H, isban, who announced the results Thurs- 
day at a press conft 'rence. Dr. Hisban said this year's results 
represent an impror rement over previous years. He said that 
out of 13,260 studei ns who took the examinations this year. 

1 9,334 students pa -.sed the examination in the various 
streams offered, whic h include academic, educational, engineer- 
ing, agricultural, para -medical, hotel management, social work, 
applied an. computer.- and financial and administrative sciences. 


demilitarised zone aionj t the 
207-kilometre border, sa jd its 
military observers had seen 
nothing unusual either ir, the 
zone or Iraqi territory im- 
mediately io the north. 

“To the extent of our hu- 
man eye visibility to the n> )rth 
we have detected not! bing 
that would suggest an h Aaqi 
military buildup,’’ he sai i»3. 

The officer noted that ' L'N- 
IKOM’s ability to men hiior 
southern Iraq outside I the 
zone is limited. I 

The force mounts hel Icop- 
ter patrols but these ca i n see 
only a few kilometres i north 
of the zone. 


Pelletreau affirms U.S. pledge 


(Continued from page 1) 


United Nations Sanctions 
Committee. 

The Kingdom has stressed 
that its decision to grant asy- 
lum to general Hassan does 
not usher in a change on its 
policy towards Iraq. It said 
the decision was prompted by 
humanitarian considerations 
and Jordan will not interfere 
in ihe internal affairs of Iraq. 

But parliament members 
remained uneasy about the 
government’s move, warning 
against joining the U.S. 
administration against the 
Iraui regime. 

News agencies said Gener- 
al Hassan has held a num- 


ber of meetings with W- Intern 
officials, but Jordanu-ir n offi- 
cials have denied thai I such 
meetings look, place. 

The Jordan News A gency, 
Petra, said that Shari f Zeid 
discussed with Mr. Pell etreau 
preparations for the ^ .1ENA 
summit . emphusisin | • that 
Jordan works towards having 
a proposed bank for di ':velop- 
ment in the Middle Ei ist as a 
development bank am J not a 
commercial institution i. 

Mr. Pelletreau was accom- 
panied on the visit by Special 
Assistant to the Presii: lent for 
National Security Ma. rk Par- 
ris. 


Kuwait upbeat on ties with Jord; in 


(Continued from page 1) 


its ambassador at the height 
of the Gulf crisis. The Jorda- 
nian embassy in Kuwait re- 
mains closed. 

More than 300.000 Jorda- 
nians. many of Palestinian 
origin, were forced to leave 
the emirate because of the 
crisis. > 

Earlier this month Mr. 


Kabariti and Sheikh Sabah 
gave the first intervi ews in 
five years to newspape rs from 
each other’s countries •. 

Kuwaiti officials d eny a 
Jordanian report tha t Mr, 
Kabariti and Sheikh Sabah 
have talked by telt -iPhone. 
They say they exehanj - led ver- 
bal messages via Ki bwaiti’s 
embassy in Amman.: 


Shahal steps up 
anti-PLO push 

(Continued from page \) 

Jerusalem to inquire about 
their links to the PNA and 
the financing of their activi- 
ties. 

The groups, formed before 
the signing of the Oslo 
accords, were the Land and 
Water Centre, the Jerusalem 
Media and Communications 
Centre (JMCC), the Hydrol- 
ogy Group, ihe International 
Child Protection Institution 
and the Psychological Gui- 
dance Centre. Palestinian 
officials said. 

JMCC Director Ghassan 
Khatib, a former peace nego- 
tiator. complained: “Our 
centre is licensed and strives 
for independence, profes- 
sionalism and freedom in the 
press.” 

The Land and Water Cen- 
tre. formed in 1990, said fn a 
statement that (he measures 
were a “campaign of apar- 
theid” against the Palesti- 
nians. 

Mr. Shahal called Monday 
for the closure of all institu- 
tions linked to the PNA in 
the Holy City, which "dam- 
age” Israeli "sovereignty” 
over Jerusalem. 

In letters exchanged on 
Oct. 11, 1993. Israel commit- 
ted itself “not to impede the 
activities’’ of institutions in 
East Jerusalem,, but rather 
to encourage them. 

In return the PLO prom- 
ised that the “bodies charged 
with exercising powers of the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity will be set up in the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho" self-rule 
regions. 

The Palestinians want East 
Jerusalem as the capital of an 
eventual state, while Israel 
insists it will keep the eastern 
sector of the Holy City, 
which it “annexed” after the 
1967 war. 






tip* 






Aerial view of Aqaba (file photo) 


fur the region in general and 
the southern coast in particu- 
lar. 

■ The members of the coun- 
cil and the Prime Minister 
later toured various sections 
of Aqaba and the sites of the 
proposed projects. 


The council, which is 
responsible for tourism 
development policies. is 
made up of the ministers of 
tourism, finance, transport, 
interior, industry and trade, 
planning, water and irriga- 
tion, health, and culture in 


addition to Aqaba Regional 
Authority President, the 
President and Chief Execu- 
tive Officer of Royal Jordan- 
ian, the director of the Sco- 
cial Security Corporation 
and representatives of the 
private sector. 


Department calls for plastics clean up 
to protect livestock, environment 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Environment Department 
has set up a committee to 
ease ihe problem of waste 
plastic materials on hungry 
livestock and damage to The 
environment, according to 
department director Saleh 
Sharee Friday. 

The move comes in imple- 
mentation of the provisions 
of a law on the environment 
endorsed by parliament this 
summer. 

Dr. Sharee said the law 
provides for measures to 
protect the country from all 
forms of pollutants, includ- 
ing plastic materials which 
mostly affect agriculture and 
livestock. 

The Kingdom impons 
nearly 50,000 tonnes of 
plastic materials at the cost 
of JD 18 million annually. 
Dr. Sharee said. 

An estimated JD 3 mil- 


lion's worth of livestock a 
year are lost as a result of 
these plastic materials being 
consumed by goats and 
sheep, according to Dr. Sha- 
ree. 

The committee has pre- 
sented the department with a 
set of recommendations 
aimed at curtailing the coun- 
try's losses and protecting 
the environment from pollu- 
tion, he said. 

One of the recommenda- 
tions, which die department 
will soon put into force, 
calls for the collection of 
used plastic sheets for recy- 
cling. Dr. Sharee said. 

He said the comminee also 
recommended that the 
department conduct a 
nation-wide public aware- 
ness programmes on recy- 
cling and proper disposal of 
plastic wastes. 

The comminee' also rec- 
ommends the use of paper 


bags instead, added Dr. Sha- 
ree. 

He said also that the 
department has issued 
appeals to the municipal and 
village councils to imple- 
ment^ the provisions of the 
new law on the environment 
by stepping up their collec- 
tion of waste plastic and 
maintaining public gardens 
and preventing citizens from 
raising Livestock within the 
municipality's boundaries. 

The department's endeav- 
ours will be highlighted Sat- 
urday at a seminar to be held 
in Ajloun on the local coun- 
cil's role in protecting the 
environment. 

The seminar, which is 
organised by the Jordanian 
Environment Society (JES), 
will be addressed by Minis- 
ter of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs Nader Thuheirai and 
other officials. 


Stationery in short supply as students 
prepare for start of school year 


AMMAN (J.T.) — With 
three days left before the 
stun of the new scholastic 
year, students and their par- 
ents are having difficulty 
finding school supplies on 
the shelves of local sta- 
tionery and book stores, 
despite assurances made by 
the Ministry of Supply that 
Lhe current shortage will 
soon be over. 

In particular short supply 
are the 64 and 80-sheet note- 
books. 

A spokesman for the min- 
istry told the Jordan Televi- 
sion weekly morning pro- 
gramme that notebooks are 
available at the Civil and 
Military consumer corpora- 
tions. in addition to book- 
shops. 

He admit ted, however, a 
shortage of 35 per cent of 
the toiol requirements for 
the entire scholastic year. 

The shortage is apparently- 
caused by a rift between the 
Ministry of Supply and the 
notebook producers, who 
want a bigger profit margin 
in the wake of a worldwide 
rise in paper prices. 


The ministry recently 
reached an agreement with 
stationery manufacturers 
under which it approved a 
rise in the prices of sta- 
tionery as of May 31. 1995. 

Since that date, prices of 
the 32, 64, and 80-sheet 
notebooks have been 
increased to 75. 125 and 150 
fils respectively. 

• Despite the new price 
increase, notebooks are still 
in shon supply, and retailers 
and bookshops refuse to sell 
these items in large quanti- 
ties, claiming they only 
make a 2 fils profit on each 
notebook. 

Retailers say that other sta- 
tionery' items, such as pen- 
cils. pens, erasers, pencil 
sharpeners, tags and rulers 
bring in a larger profit than 
the notebooks because they 
are not priced by the govern- 
ment. 

The ministry spokesman 
said that the Civil Servants 
Consumer Corporation 
(CSCC) and the Military 
Consumer Establishment 
both received almost three 
million notebooks as of 
Aug.l. 


But both establishments 
are only open to beneficia- 
ries, and not to the general 
public. 

Stationery manufacturers 
have produced almost 1,600 
tonnes of paper during the 
period between June 1 and 
Aug. 6, and the market 
requirement for the whole 
scholastic year is almost 
2,400 tonnes, the ministry 
spokesman said. 

He expected the current 
crisis, which be attributed to 
the high demand for sta- 
tionery. to be over soon, 
because factories are work- 
ing at full capacity to cover 
the market needs. 

The issue will come under 
review Monday, Aug. 21. 
when representatives of the 
ministries of Education and 
Supply, the Amman Cham- 
ber of Industry, the National 
Society for the Protection of 
Consumers and representa- 
tives of uniform and sta- 
tionery manufacturers will 
meet for further discussion 
of the problem, according to 
the Jordan News Agency. 
Petra. 


China seen seeking nuclear might 


over the test, and urged Chi- 
na to "hah all nuclear testing 
and demonstrate leadership 
ir. global non-proliferation 
efforts. “ 

In Europe. Swedish Prime 
Minister Ingvar Carlsson and 
Danish Foreign Minister 
Niels Helveg petersen boih 
expressed “deep regret" over 
the test. 

Even France, itself under 
fire lor its plans to resume 
nuclear tests in the south 


(Continued from page 12) 
■ 

pacific, criticised the Chinese 
test. It said its own tests were 
limited in number and that it 
had invited international nuc- 
lear monitors to the site of 
the tests to ensure their safe- 
ty. 

In Wellington. New Zea- 
land Prime Minister Jim Bol- 
ger said: “This is all the more 
reprehensible in the light of 
the current widespread pro- 
test at France's decision to 
resume nuclear testing in the 


South Pacific.” 

Mr. Bolger said it was par- 
ticularly disturbing that the 
explosion came shortly after 
18 Asia-Pacific nations had 
called for an immediate end 
to all nuclear testing in the 
region. 

Mr. Bolger said New Zea- 
land’s ambassador in Beijing, 
Chris Elder, had been in- 
structed to register “our 
opposition at the highest 
possible level." 


World News 
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Chechen negotiators 
warn they might 
quit peace talks . 


China city give* V 
free oxygen to ^ 
traffic cops 




BEIJING (R) — The owner 
of an “oxygen bar” in China’s 
"northeastern city of Dalian is 
-offering free doses to traffic 
police who spend all day 
breathing the city’s noxious 
carbon- monoxide fames, 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Chechen negotiators warned 
Friday they might break off 
peace talks after an-outbreak 
of fighting jeopardised efforts 
to implement a Russian- 
Chechen military accord. 

“For unknown and incom- 
prehensible reasons, Russia 
is placing us in circumstances 
under which the peace pro- 
cess simply cannot be con- 
tinued," Akhiad Idigov, 
speaker of the Chechen 
separatist parliament, told 
Moscow Echo radio. 

“After the bombing of 
Chechen villages by Russian 
warplanes it will be hard to 
persuade people to surrender 
their weapons and hand over 
prisoners," he said. 

Russian warplanes bombed 
Chechen separatist forces 
Thursday near the village of 
Roshni Chu, some 60 
kilometres southwest of 
Grozny, in an eruption of 
fighting which threatened to 
scupper the joint military 
■ accord signed July 30. 

A Russian defence minis- 
try spokesman said the air 
raids came after Chechen 
forces attacked Russian 
troops. 

Separatist leader Dhokhar 
Dudayev's spokesman, Mov- 
ladi Udugov, told Moscow 
Echo Friday that the 
Chechen delegation “is sus- 
pending ail official contacts 
with the Russian side and is 
not prepared to resume talks ■ 
to find a peaceful solution to 
the conflict." 

However, Russian and 
Chechen military officials 
continued talks in Grozny 


aimed at speeding up the 
disarmament of Chechen 
fighters in line with . the 
accord. 

Under the agreement, 
Chechen fighters are due to 


surrender their weapons and 
self-defence units of up to 25 


lightly armed men are to be 
set up in villages as Russian 
troops withdraw. 

Russia is to leave behind 
one brigade of interior minis- 
try troops and one mecha- 
nised brigade of army troops 
in Checbetiya for a total of 
about 6,000 troops. ' 

But disagreements over 
disarmament and lists of pris- 
oners have held up imple- 
mentation of the accord. 

The Russian military com- 
mand said Friday that seven 
Russian soldiers were wound- 
ed in dashes with Chechen 
fighters in the past M hours, 
and the rebels fired on Rus- 
sian troops 22 times over- 
night using automatic 
weapons and rocket- 
launchers. 

Meanwhile, a blast rocked 
Grozny's main power station 
overnight, depriving the city 
of its newly-restored supply 
of electridty, the Interfax 
news agency reported. 

Chechen fighters handed 
over a small quantity of 
weapons in the southeastern 
village of Zandak Wednes- 
day, and more weapons were 
surrendered in the Shali and 
Gudermes districts Thursday, 
but dashes in Achkhoi Mar- 
tan and other areas of west- 
ern Checbenya later dis- 
rupted the disarmament 
plans. 


Anatoly Romanov,. Rus- 
sian military commander in 
Chechenya, and Aslan Mas- 
khadov, commander of 
Chechen forces, sent repre- 
sentatives to Achkhoi Mar- 
tan, a village 40 kilometres 
southwest of the devastated 
Chechen capital, to halt the 
fighting there. 

Mr. Romanov and Mr. 
Maskhadov have held talks 
almost daily since the militajry 
accord was signed. 

The Russian delegation 
proposed that talks on 
Chedienya's future political 
■ status should be postponed 
pending progress over demili- 
tarisation of the small Cau- 
casus republic. 

However, Chechen delega- 
tion leader Khodzh-Akhmed 
Yarikhanov said Thursday 
political talks would resume 
in Grozny Aug. 21. 

Both sides are still far apart 
on the status issue, with the 
Chechens demanding inde- 
pendence and the Russians 
insisting that the republic re- ■ 
main part of the Russian Fed- 
eration. 

Russian troops stormed 
into Chechenya Dec. 11 to 
crush a three-year independ- 
ence drive led by Mr. 
Dudayev. 

A fragile ceasefire has 
been in effect since June 20. 

The Chechen side brought 
five Russian prisoners to 
Grozny Thursday. 

Hussein Iskhanov, an aide 
to Mr. Maskhadov, said three 
of the five were not included 
in a list of seven which the 


: T .i.v ■ 


Xinhua news agency said Fri- 
day The owner of the oxveen 
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day. The owner of the oxygen 
bar in the city of Dalma has 
issued special cards to 350 
local traffic policemen, allow- 
ing them to go to his bar to 
inhale pure oxygen once a 
week, it said. Tbeoxygen 
content of normal air is 21 
per cent oxygen, but due to 
pollution in China’s industrial 
north die percentage is often 
lower, and people breathing 
such air become easily tired, 
Xinhua said. An adult needs 
500 litres of oxygen a day, it 
said. Inhaling pure : oxygen 
helps people to relax and 
become more energetic, h 
said. -China already has ox- 
ygen bars in Beijing, Fuzhou, 
Hangzhou and Shenzhen in 
the south and the northeast- 
ern industrial metropolis of 
Shenyang. 
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Thai AIDS scare 
boosts child 
prostitution In 
Manila 






MANILA (AfP) — The 
AIDS epidemic in. Tha&mltJ 


mm 


Chechen negotiators had pre- 
sented to the Russian side. 


ANTI-NUCLEAR PROTESTS : .jA femal demon- Tokyo Friday. About 16 leftist protesters 
strator shouts anti-Chinese 1 - nuclear test staged a demonstration against Thursday's 
slogans in front, of the Chine; re embassy in second nuclear test by China (AFP photo) - 

I . 


NATO, former Soviet bloc 
foes wage joint exercises 


FORT POLK,. LA. (Rj _ 
Troop planes, helicopters and - 
trucks lined up on Friday’ to 
ferry 1^300 North Atlantic 
.Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) and former Soviet 
bloc foes into one . of their 
most realistic joint millitary 
exercises yet in a programme 
that is io lead to some of the 
old foes' NATO mem- 
bership. 

The former adversaries are 
training together in .the sixth 
major partnership for peace 
military exercise, the first to 
be conducted in the United 
States. 

The troops from three 
NATO countries and 14 for- 
mer Soviet bloc countries; 
were to be blown and trufck- 
convoyed into ‘a .supposed 
buffer zone between two hos- 
tile countries cm an Atlantic 
island. 

Fort Polk has one of the 
most realistic training prog- 
rammes in the world and 
actors were on hand to play 
angry mobs and badly 
wounded civilians. U.S. sol- 
diers were assigned to be 


snifers and bandits. 

Colonel Ray Fitzgerald, 
one of the officers in charge 
of the exercise, said .the 
troops flying in went through- 
an airplane safety drill on 
Thursday and he saw so many 
blank stares' of non- 
understanding that a second 
drill was ordered. 

That is because the biggest 
problem the partnership for 
peace military exercises have 
encountered is the '.obvious 
one: The language barrier. 
Translators in each platoon 
nave- to repeat every order. 


ity, not hostility, among tbe~ 
troops from so many court;, 
tires — “sawping T-shirts'" 


Tamil re pels step up attacks, 
wound 16 security personnel 


COLOMBO . (Agencies) — . dead, < 
Tamil - rebels-F riaay attacked stables 


things like that.” 

The soldiers are from the 


A Canadian officer said the 
problems in conducting fast-* 
moving military operations 'in 
so many languages have not 
been solved and said there is 
®“asioiia] friction between 
soldiers from countries with 
age-old hatreds. 

But a group of British sol- 
diers took the language prob- 
lem in stride. 

“It's a little slower but we 
get there in the end,” said Pri- 
vate Paul" Brazier, 24. 

He -said he saw Convivial- 


United States, Britain, Cana- 
da, Albania, Bulgaria, the 
Czech Republic, Estonia, 
Hungary, Kyrgyzstan, Lat- 
via, Lithuania, Poland. 
Romania, the Slovak Repub- 
lic, Slovenia, the Ukraine 
and Uzbekistan. 

Partnership for Peace 
troops are to participate only 
in peacekeeping operations. 
But NATO -is to formally 
decide in the next few months 
whether to accept some of 
the former Soviet bloc coun- 
tries into NATO and the 
timetable and conditions for 
doing so. I 


Poland, Hungary and the 
Czech Republic are widely 
regarded to be the first of 
them to become NATO 
members. Hungary’s . prime 
minister, Gyula Hom, has 
said he believes it will be- 
come a NATO member in 
1997. 


; army troops and a police post 
in separate incidents in Sri 
Lanka’s embattled northeast, 
wounding 16 security person- 
nel and losing three of their 
own, military officials said. 

The Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
ambushed government 
troops in northern Mahawi- 
lachchiya after an armoured 
personnel carrier in which the 
soldiers were travelling 
escaped being hit by a rebel 
mine, officials said. 

Having failed to blo w up 
the military vehicle, LTTE 
rebels attacked the troops 
and army reinforcements sent 
to the area, wounding 14 
soldiers, four of them 
seriously, officials said. 

They said troops beat off 
the attack but LTTE casual- 
ties were not immediately 
kn own. 

LITE guerrillas attacked a 
police post in eastern Battica- 
loa district but the pre-dawn 
assault was repu lsed, leaving 
at least three LTTE rebels 


I, ofif-dj ajs said. Two cop^-.east for-Sri Lanka’s two mil- to wait until LTTE are defe- 
es at pe Puliyadi poUo^^Uon-m^rity Tamils, who are- ated. *-"v : \ 

wen pi: wounded. a majority in the region. *The government this 

ie re bfel attacks followed • More than 50,000 have died month announced a long- 
ue aerial strikes on in the protracted ethnic con- awaited “peace plan” giving 
E t ajrgetS in the past flict. extensive antnnnmv fn 


AIDS epidemic in ThaflmScJ 
has caused a rapid increase in 
child prostitution in the Phi- 
lippines, a Filippino senator 
said Friday. Senate labour 
committee chairman Ernesto 
Herrera said in a statement 
that there was an “increasing 
number of suspected foreign • 
pedophiles visiting Manila,” 
where be said the bulk of the 
pedophiles visiting Manila,” 
where he said the bulk of the 
country's 60,000 male and 
prostitutes aged 15 and below 
ply their trade. The influx 
“may be attributed to the 
increasing number of HIV- 
positive prostitutes in Thai- 
land, as reported by die Un- 
ited Nations Children’s Fund 
in a study,” he said m a 
statement. Mr. Herrera, who 
is seeking the death penalty 
for child abuse, said three 
Britons, two Australians and 
a. Frenchman have been, de- 
tained by Philippine author- 
ities on suspicion that they 
sexually abused children. 


Chilean premier 
to weaken military 


post wer* jy: wounded. 

The re bfel attacks followed 
i ntens e aerial strikes on 
LTTE ta/igets in the past 
week. 

On Ti nesday, the airforce. 
desiroye d a Tiger naval faril- ’ 
ity in eai ;tl:em Vergual, killing, 
three reb /els, and bombed an 
LTTE ill irfield in northern 
Iranama.dlu over a two-day 
period, I military spokesman 
Sarath Mfaunsinghe said. 

“We | have bombed and 
damaged 1 to such an extent 
that the : airfield cannot be 
used irpuiess the terrorists start 
extensive repair work,” Mr. 
Munasi/ ughe said, adding that 
airforce ; pilots had not seen 
any adf rivrity at the rebel air- 
field. I 

Ho** ever, there have been 
norej> arts so far of the LTTE 
using ; an aircraft but the re- 
bels i ire believed to have 
acquir ed six micro light air- 
craft from France several 
years, a go, 

Tb t : LTTE is fighting for a 
sepa r ate state in the north- 


awaited “peace plan” giving 
extensive autonomy to 


MLchaeljackson 
goes online with 
fans worldwide 


In another development Tamils to try to end the 12- 
Friday, Sinhalese national- year ethnic conflict in which 


ists, accompanied by Buddh- 
ist monks, set off on a motor- 
cade from the capital Col- 
ombo to demonstrate their 
opposition to the Sri Lankan 
government's plans to give 
autonomy to minority 
Tamils. 

Witnesses said about 400 
people were in cars, buses 
and vans heading to the holy 
cityof Kataragama. 180 
kilometres south of Col- 
ombo, for a Buddhist cere- 
mony. 

The demonstration was led 
by nationalist politician 
Dinesh Gunawardena, who 
has said be is against any plan 
that could lead to the break- 
up of Sri Lanka. 

Buddhist priests have been 
at the forefront of opposition 
to the devolution plan and 
have uiged the govemmerf! 


more than 50,000 people 
have died. 

The plan was welcomed by 
Western governments and all 
Tamil parties except the 
Tamil -Tiger guerrillas, who 
haw stepped up attacks on 
military and civilian targets 
since they unilaterally broke 
a three-month truce. ; 

Justice Minister G.L. 
Peiris on Thursday ruled out 
further talks with the Tigers, 
saying the rebels had rejected 
previous offers to discuss the 
peace plan. 

Meanwhile, Sri Lankan au- 
thorities said Friday they 
were still mystified about 
badly decomposed bodies of 
ypung males whose appear- 
ance in lakes and waterways 
close to the capital Colombo 
has revived chilling memories 
on the island. 


SANTIAGO (R) — Presi- 
dent Eduardo Frei will try to 
■ amend Chile's constitution to 
weaken the influence of the 
country's powerful armed 
forces in politics, officials 
said Thursday. 

At the same time, Mr. Frei 
will bow to military wishes 
and propose a law that would 
limit trials of officers accused 
of committing human rights 
abuses during Chile’s former 
military regime, officials said. 

The give-and-take strategy 
was clearly aimed at soothing 
Mr. Frei’s strained relations 
with the armed forces on .the 
human rights issue while giv- 


ing him more control over the. 
military, which nifeH rhii* 


military, which ruled Chile 
for 17 years until 1990. 

“The president's initiative 
will seek to overcome pend- 
ing, problems in the areas of 
national reconciliation and 
consolidation of our demo- 
cratic institutions,” said chief 


lean senate when their cur- 
rent terms end in 1997. He 
will also propose giving the 
president the power to order 
military officers into retire- 
ment, officials said. 

Currently the president, in 
spite of being commander-in- 
chief, must ask the military 
chiefs to send an errant Offic- 
er into retirement if he wants 
the officer fired. 

One glaring example is 
army Brigadier Pedrfco Espi- 
noza, who is serving a six- 
year prison sentence for the 
1976 murder in Washington 
of exiled socialist leader 
Orlando Letelier. Even as he 
languished in a jail cell, Mr. 
Espinoza remains an active 
duty officer who can be 
forced into retirement only 
by Mr. Pinochet. 


India: rescuing 
hostages must 
be last resort 


Bermuda premier 
as independence is 


spokesman Jose Joaqui 
Brunner. 


Elected in 1993, Mr. Frei 
nominally - controls the milit- 
ary as. commander-in-chief- 
but the real power is held by 
army commander ahd former 
dictator General Augusto 
Pinochet, whom Mr. Frei is 
barred by law from remov- 
ing. 

Mr. Frei will propose abo- 
lishing eight military- 
appointed seats in the Chi- 


Mr. Frei will also seek to 
reduce the military’s power 
over two important state 
councils. All the -measures 
will require approval from 
congress and amendments to 
Chile s 1980 military-dictated 
constitution. 


The military’s lingering 
power to pojitics has often 
been a point of embarrass- 
ment for Chile’s civilian rul- 
ers as they try to project a 
more modem image for the 
country, which has a boom- 
ing economy and is due to 
join NAFTA next year. 


SRINAGAR, India (AP) — 
As security experts gathered 
in Kashmir, the Indian gov- 
ernor said Friday a rescue 
operation to free four West- 
ern hostages from separatist 
guerreillas must be “a last 
resort.” 

K.V. Krishna Rao, the 
federally appointed governor 
of Jammu-Kashmir state, 

said a military rescue would 
be difficult without risking 
■the hostages’ lives, but he. 
didn’t rule out the option if 
negotiations foil. 

“You have to have pati- 
ence to. see that all the di- 
plomatic and peaceful efforts 
have a chance to succeed, 
Mr. Rao said in an interview 
at the governor’s mansion. 

“If we launched an opera- 
tion to rescue the hostages in 
the high Himalayas, the cap- 
tors would probably see it 
coming and have time to de- 
cide to eliminate the hos- 
tages," said Mr. Rao, a re- 
tired general and former 
army commander. 

He said the four hostages 
apparently were being held in 
one group and moving each 
day through degse mountain 
forests. 

A previously unknown 


group calling itself Ai Faran 
has been holding the Amer- 


ican, two Britons and a Ger- 
man, offering to exchange 
them for 15 jailed militants. 

Last weekend, the kidnap- 
pers executed Norwegian 
hostage Hans Christian Ostro 
and threatened to kill the 
other captives by Tuesday 
night. 

But Mr. Rao said the mili- 
tants told Indian negotiators 
Wednesday that alt the cap- 
tives were still alive and in 
good health, which he said 
was an indication that the 
contacts have made some 
progress. 

In London Tim Devlin, a 
member of parliament dis- 
closed that AI Faran prom- 
ised to provide photographs, 
tape recordings or answers to 
questions only the hostages 
would know to prove that 
their captives are still alive. 

India has flown anti- 
terrorist commandos to 
Jammu-Kashmir from its 
elite Black Cats Unit. 

Reports in New Delhi said 
U.S. British, and German 
experts also arrived in Srina- 
gar Thursday, but the embas- 
sies of those countries re- 
fused to confirm or deny the 
reports. 


HAM njLTON, Bermuda (R) 
— Be :rmuda, a British terri- 
tory for almost 100 years, 
vote. U .overwhelmingly 
agains t ! independence, offi- 
cials .said on Thursday, 
promp iting its longtime pre- 
mier t o resign. 

Alth jot igh the electoral out- 
come ] parallels opinion polls 
held b. -fare the vote, it cast 
the col or y’s government Into 
disarray js longtime Premier 
Sir Joh 1 n Swan said he would 
keep hi 1 s promise to resign if 
indeper ic ence were rejected. 

“He li as reaffirmed this 
mominj » its decision to leave 
as soon . as they can find a 
success, o ■ for him," said 
Gavin S iorto, director of 
Bermud (a Government In- 
formatic *r Services, after the 
vote res u ts were released. 

The in k ependence referen- 
dum had I been delayed for 24 
5 fi’Om Tuesday to 
Weanest l ly because of Hurri- 
cane Fe i ix, which churned 
south of ■ Bermuda on Tues- 
day caus j ng what authorities 
estimatei i to be a minor $2 
million i r damages, said Mr. 


estimatei 
million i 
Shorto. 
Depu 


y Premier John 


Irving p. Harm an, the minister 


of labot iz) and home affairs, 
had said Ji«j: too would resign 
a indepen dence failed, leav- 
ing the ru Jr ng United Bermu- 
da Party ft • JBP) scrambling to 
form an irij terim government. 


Mr. Pearman was out of the 
country until Aug. 28 and 
unavailable for comment. 

Officials said Mr. Swan 
made his announcement after 
the release of election results 
early on Thursday showing 
73.7 per cent of voters had 
said “no" to independence, 
compared with 25.6 per cent 
in favour. 

Election officials said the 
vote against independence 
was 16.369 while those in 
favour numbered 5,714. Ber- 
muda’s population of about 
60,000 includes 38,000 eligi- 
ble voters. 

“My letter of resignation 
was predicated on the out- 
come.” Mr. Swan told the 
Royal Gazette, Bermuda’s 
only daily newspaper, in 
Thursday’s edition. 

Mr. Swan was not expected 
to submit a formal resigna- 
tion to Governor Lord David 
Waddington. the queen’s 
representative in Bermuda 
and technically the head of 
state, until his UBP has 
elected a successor. 

A caucus of senior mem- 
bers of the party and UBP 
members of parliament and 
senators was due to meet late 
Friday to try to select a suc- 
cessor. But political obser- 
vers said no dear candidate 
has appeared. 

The UBP will stay in power 
until there is. a general elec- 


to resign 
rejected 


NEW YORK (R) — Pop star 
Michael Jackson went online 
with his fans for the first time 
on Thursday night, giving 
them an earful about his mar- 
I riage, music and the medi>. 
“Never believe that tabldW 
garbage," Mr. Jackson wrote 
online when asked about a 
British tabloid newspaper re- 
port that he was on the verge 
of divorcing Lisa Marie Pre- 
sley, daughter of Elvis. 
“Don’t waste your time or 
money. No, It’s not true,” 
Mr. Jackson told the 
thousands who logged orito a 
question and answer session 
with the king of jfop on three 
online computer services that 
was broadcast on MTV along 
with^ some of his best-known 
music videos. The event .was 
dominated by questions such 
as which superhero Mr. Jack- 
son would hke to be (possibly 
Batman) and who would he 
dioose to be out of anyone- 
dead or alive. He said Miche- 
langelo. 


Clinton just 
swinging around in 
Wyoming 


tion, which political obser- 
vers do not expect soon. 
The vote was Bermuda’s 


first-ever independence re- 
ferendum. The Atlantic 


archipelago was first inha- 
bited bv Britons in 


bited by Britons in 1609 when 
* S, "P toMufo for Virginia 
foundered there. It became 
part of the Virginia Com- 
pany s dominions in 1612 and 
a royal .colony in 1684. 

. Most Bermudians, who en- 
joy one of the world’s highest 
standards of living, had ques- 
\ why tbeir political 
leaders favoured independ- 
ence. • ^ 

_ Bermuda, with pink sand 
beaches and a balmy climate, 
prides itself on a stable, low- 
tax. business-friendly en- 
vironment. Crime is very low 
wid unemployment poetical- 
ly non-existent. 

Mr. Swan’s ruling party 
was split over the issue Trie 
opposition Labour P ai ?y 
fevoured independence but 
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Undated file picutre showing the presidential palace of Suu Tome (AFP photo) 

Appointment of Sao Tome 
interim president in doubt 


LISBON (R) — The appoint- 
i ment by ooud leaders in Sao 
• Tome and Principe . of Fran- 
cisco Fortunate Tires as in- 
. terim president wa^ in doubt 
. on Friday as Pires gave no 
guarantee he would cooper- 
ate with officers who seized 
the African island state. 

Young army officers took 
control of Sao Tome and 
Prindpe, a former Portu- 
. • guese colony 200 kilometres 
'off Gabon, on Tuesday and 
■ . arrested democraticaliy- 
. , elected President Miguel 
Trovoada. 

"I gave no guarantees. We 
.. -bad a meeting (with the milii- 
’ . ary) and we made the com- 
. ! mission (coup leadens) sec 
.* : that there was a need to fulfil 
, . / the constitutional require- 
! anents.” Mr. Pires told the 
..! Portuguese news agency 
. . LUSA late Thursday after 


couple leaders announced his 
appointment. 

Referring to his appoint- 
ment, Mr. Pires. who as pres- 
ident of parliament had acted 
as interim president in in the 
absence of Mr. Trovoada be- 
fore the coup, said: "This 
decision taken by the military 
who led the coup does not 
obey constitutional require- 
ments." 

Mr. Pires added: "I don’t 
have to accent or reject being 
as interim president in the 
country. I just have to stick 
with the constitution.” 

Portugal said the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Pires was un- 
acceptable. 

"It is not the best solution 
for the country.” Secretary of 
State For Foreign Affairs 
Jose Briosa E Gala told re- 
porters in Lisbon Thursday 
night. 


A solution to the crisis 
"depends upon the restora- 
tion of democratic and consti- 
tutional law,” he said. 

The leader of the military 
coup outlined reasons for the 
action in a televised address 
Thursday night and said sol- 
diers lived like beggars in 
sub-human conditions. 

The military were “left to 
their fate and turned into 
beggars.” Lieutenant Manuel 
Quintas de Almeida said, 
according to LUSA in a re- 
port from Sao Tome. 

The SAO Tome! military 
“remained within the walls 
(of their barracks) in sub- 
human conditions, in flagrant 
violation of human rights,” 
Lt. Quintas de Almeida said. 

.He said the military led the 
coup to protest against pover- 
ty and "the urgent necessity 
to put an end to political 


quarrels and the egotistical 
and opportunistic interests of 
the leaders.” an apparent re- 
ference to political corrup- 
tion. 

Portuguese TSF radio 
quoted U.S. officials as 
saying an Angolan delegation 
led by Foreign Minister 
Venancio de Moura, which 
was due to arrive in Sao 
Tome later Friday to mediate 
in the crisis, was to press for 
the reappointment of Tro- 
voada. 

The radio said if the coup 
leaders did not reappoint 
Trovoada. who was elected in 
1991, the United States 
would suspend aid to the 
islands. 

SAO Tome and Principe*, 
with a population of 130,000 
and a foreign debt of $260 
million, depends heavily on 
agriculture. Tourism and 
foreign aid. 
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Indonesian youths burn 
Australian flag in protest 


JAKARTA (R) — Indone- 
sian protesters from 
government-sanctioned 
youth organisations raised 
the ante in a row with Austra- 
lia on Friday, tearing, kicking 
and burning two Australian 
flags in front of its embassy. 

The noisy protests by the 
KNPI Umbrella youth group 
cap weeks of similar incidents 
in Australia, where critics of 
Jakarta’s rule over East 
Timor have burned Indone- 
sian flags, triggering renewed 
tension between the two 
neighbours. 

"The Australian govern- 
ment should take action 
against the Australian people 
who make a provocation, and 
if the Australian government 
cannot do it the yowty orga- 
nisations will ask the Indone- 
sian government to consider 
its ties with Australia.” said 
Tubagus Haryono, head of 


KNPI. 

Sixty flag-waving youths 
from several officially linked 
groups joined the protests, 
standing on the embassy 
fence, spitting and stamping 
on Australian flags and daub- 
ing anti-Australian slogans 
on the fence and plaque. 

One protester scaled the 
fence and tried to climb the 
embassy flagpole before 
being restrained by col- 
leagues. 

A delegation of four pro- 
testers was allowed into the 
embassy but left after the 
ambassador declined to see 
them personally. The crowd 
dispersed after 90 minutes. 

"Because there’s no dia- 
logue there’s no solution.” 
said Mr. Tubagus. 

Diplomats said the protest 
was more robust and better 
organised than previous 
ones, despite the small size. 


Student sources said they 
would stage further protests. 

Ten policemen and secur- 
ity officers stood by but there 
were no reports of arrests. 

Australia's Defence Minis- 
ter Robert Ray Thursday said 
the Canberra government 
should consider outlawing 
the burning of national flags, 
saying such incidents would 
irritate ties with Indonesia. 

”1 think the government 
long-term will have to look at 
outlawing this, making it 
illegal to bum another coun- 
try’s flag,” Mr. Ray said. 

Indonesia has said it hopes 
the incidents will not harm 
bilateral ties, but diplomats 
said the embassy protests in 
J aka na appeared to have 
some tacit official backing, 
indicating that Indonesia was 
rattled" by the flag-burning 
incidents. 

Australian Ambassador 


Allan Taylor has twice been 
summoned by Foreign Minis- 
ter Ali Alatas since the flag- 
burning began earlier this 
month.' 

Ties between the two coun- 
tries have been strained in 
recent months by a series of 
rows, including the withdraw- 
al in July of Jakarta’s con- 
troversial nomination of a 
former genera! as ambassa- 
dor to Canberra after an up- 
roar over comments he had 
made about East Timor. 

Critics of Jakarta's 1 9-yea r- 
old annexation of East Timor 
rallied outside Indonesian di- 
plomatic missions in some 
Australian cities as Indonesia 
celebrated the anniversary' of 
its declaration of independ- 
ence. 

Six flags were burned dur- 
ing a peaceful protest by 200 
people in Melbourne, police 
said. 


Liberia warlords still far from accord 


ABUJA (R) — Liberian war- 
ring factions Friday appeared 
still far from reaching an 
accord on power-sharing, to 
end their five-year conflict. 

A meeting in the Nigerian 
capital Abuja between the 
warlords and African and 
United Nations mediators to 
try to resolve the issue ended 
late on Thursday night wih- 
out a deal. 

A Nigerian mediator told 
Reuters the meeting would 
reconvene on Friday morn- 
ing. 

“The outcome of today’s 
consultation will determine 
whether west African foreign 
ministers on a nine-nation 
Liberia committee will meet 
here this weekend.” he said. 

The meeting of faction lead- 
ers. including the main rebel 
leader Charles Taylor, bean 
on Wednesday and was. 
meant to finish Thursday 


ahead of a meeting Friday by 
Economic community of 
West African States (ECO- 
WAS) ministers. 

Only rhe foreign ministers 
of Nigeria and Ghana are 
currently in Abuja. 

Liberia's neighbours and 
the international community 
are showing frustration with 
the inability of the warlords 
to agree on the composition 
of a proposed council of state 
that will govern Liberia in an 
interim period leading to 
elections. 

Ghana's President Jerry 
Rawlings, the current chair- 
man of ECOWAS, said dur- 
ing a one-day visit to Abuja 
Thursday he hoped the cur- 
rent peace talks would be the 
last. 

"To be quite honest, if I 
have to put diplomacy aside, 
we are reaching the end of 
our limits,” he told reporters 


after his meeting with Niger- 
ia's military ruler general 
Sani Abacha. 

The U.N. has said it will 
withdraw its military obser- 
vers in September if there is 
no agreement. A representa- 
tive of the U.N. observer 
mission in liberia is among 
the mediators in Abuja. 

ECOWAS, whose mem- 
bers include some of the 
world’s poorest nations, has 
shouldered most of the finan- 
cial burden in liberia and 
does not favour a U.N. with- 
drawal. 

The squabbling between 
Liberian faction leaders part- 
ly centres on the choice of 
traditional chief Tamba 
Tailor, who is in his 90s as a 
neutral chairman for the 
council of state. 

Charles Taylor, who laun- 
ched the civil war in 19S9, 
backs the choice. As the lead- 


er of the largest faction, Mr. 
Taylor is pressing for the job 
. of first vice-president- 
.. Some warlords sav Mr. 
Tailor is too old for the job. 
They argue that if he is given 
it and Mr. Taylor is made his 
deputy this would be tanta- 
mount to purring the leader 
of the national patriotic front 
of Liberia in power. 

A dozen peace accords 
have been signed by the fac- 
tions, the latest in Ghana last 
December. but none has 
stuck. 

The last talks, in die Li- 
beration capital Monrovia 
last month, ended without 
agreement, partly because 
neither Mr. Taylor nor his 
rival Alh3ji Kromam of the 
Ulimo Militia attended. 

Mr. Taylor is attending the 
current peace talks and his 
aides say he is putting in extra 
effort to ensure their success. 
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UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Despite two decades of mate- 
rial progress, no country in 
the world treats its women as 
well as its men, although 
Scandinavian nations come 
close, according to a major 
.U.N. report released Thurs- 
day. 

• “Over the past 20 years, 
doors to education and health 
have opened rapidly for* 
women, .but the doors to eco- 
nomic and political power are 
barely ajar.” said M3hbub U1 
.Haq, a former Pakistani fi- 
nance minister who prepared 
•the study. 

The U.N. Human De- 
velopment report, aimed this 
year at providing country by 
■country statistics for the 
.Fourth World Women's Con- 
ference in Beijing next 
month, concludes that de- 


velopment in both rich and 
poor countries suffers if 
women’s capabilities are 
ignored. 

At minimum the report 
says the conference should 
set a 10-year timetable to end 
legal discrimination against 
women, including property 
rights, inheritance, divorce • 
laws, nationality rights and 
pension benefits — issues to 
be discussed in Beijing. 

"Upholding the equality of 
rights is not an act of benevo- 
lence by those in power. It is 
needed for the progress of 
every society," it says. 

Another step is specific in- 
vestments advantageous to 
women, whether it is health 
and education or credit to 
rural women in development 
countries, more flexible work 
schedules — or outright 


Key figures indicted 
in Whitewater probe 


LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas 

■ .(R) — James McDougal, the 
central figure in the 
Whitewater political scandal 
that has involved President 

■ and Mrs. Clinton, was in- 

■ dieted on Thursday on 19 
counts by a federal grand 
jury. 

Special prosecutor Ken- 
neth Starr, who is running the 
. investigation, said in a state- 
ment that the indictments do 
not charge criminal wnong- 
Idoing by the Gintons. 

The grand jury under Mr. 
Starr’s direction, also re- 
turned a multi-count in diet - 

■ ment against Arkansas Gov- 
ernor Jim Tucker and Mr. 
McDougal's former wife, 
Susan. 

Mr. Tucker’s indictment 
was his second in the 
Whitewater investigation. 

At the core of the inves- 
tigation is the now-defunct 
Madison Guaranty Savings 
and Loan Association, which 
Mr. McDougal owned, and 
■which extended loans to Mr. 
Tucker as well as to President 
and Mrs. Ointon. 

The special prosecutor said 
some of the transactions 
named in the indictment in- 
volved a second troubled 
financial institution, Capital 
Management Services Lne., 

; now defunct. 

jts owner, David Hale, has 
repeatedly accused Mr. Gin- 
ton and Mr. Tucker of im- 
properly influencing loan ap- 
plications including One loan 


made to Mr. McDougal's for- 
mer wife Susan. 

Mr. Tucker was an attor- 
ney in Little Rock who repre- 
senred both Madison 
Guaranty and Capital Man- 
agement. Susan McDougal 
was an owner of Madison 
Guaranty. 

Mr. McDougal was in- 
dicted on 19 felony counts 
including conspiracy, wire 
fraud, bank fraud, mail 
fraud, making or causing the 
making of a false statement 
to a financial institution, mis- 
applying financial institution 
tends and making or causing 
file making of false entry in 
file reports and statements of 
a small business investment 
company. 

'Susan McDougal was in- 
dieted on eight felony counts 
including conspiracy, wire 
fraud, mail fraud, misap- 
plying financial institution 
funds and making or causing 
the making of a false state- 
ment to a financial institu- 
tion. 

Conviction on each count 
of the indictment is punish- 
able by imprisonment of up 
to five’ years, a fine of up to 
$250,000. and a special 
assessment of $50. Convic- 
tion for making or causing 
the making of a false state- 
ment to a financial institution 
is punishable by imprison- 
ment of up io two years, a 
$250,000 fine and a special 
assessment of $50. 


affirmative action schemes, 
including quotas. 

The widely respected re- 
port each year seeks to mea- 
sure the development prog- 
ress in each country, analys- 
ing how wealth is used to 
improve health and literacy 
and reduce poverty. 

For example. Canada, the 
United States and Japan lead 
the overall country index 
while Cyprus, Hong Kong 
and Barbados head the list 
for developing nations. 

But when women’s parti- 
cipation in parliament or in 
economic decision-making 
posts are included. Sweden. 
Finland, norway and De- 
nmark are on top. followed 
by Canada. New Zealand and 
the Netherlands, with the 
United States dropping to 
eighth place. 


In the developing world 
equality often also has little 
to do with national income. 
China outranks wealthy 
Saudi Arabia and Thailand 
outranks Spain. 

The Scandinavian coun- 
tries have almost as many 
women as men in the labour 
force and 40-45 per cent 
women represented in parlia- 
ment due mainly to a wide 
net of social benefits — and 
affirmative action program- 
mes. 

“I know that this is some- 
thing discounted in America 
these days.” Mr. Haq said in 
a recent interview. “But 
when the power structures 
are very strong and uneven, 
and lobbyists give contribu- 
tions to incumbents, you 
don’t get in any other way." 


He noted that job prefer- 
ence programmes were diffi- 
. cult when all jobs were scarce 
and that nations should think 
of sharing jobs. "It is 
ordained by God that only 
one partner is going to look 
after the family and get child 
leave.” 

Among the report’s other 
findings are: 

— Unpaid women’s labour 
— whether in a household or 
in agriculture — adds a stag- 
gering Sll trillion to the total 
global economic output of 
$23 trillion. In almost every 
country women work longer 
hours than men without eco- 
nomic rewards, which if ack- 
nowledged. would change 
their status appreciably. 

— Women’s paid employ- 
ment has increased only 4 per 


cent in the last 20 years com- 
pared to a two-thirds increase 
in female literacy and school 
enrollment. Arab states have 
shown the biggest increase in 
literacy rates but lag in equal 
rights and equal employ- 
ment. 

— Among the 900 million 
illiterates in the world, 
women still outnumber men 
2-1. For every year of school- 
ing, her fertility rates drop 
and wages rise at least 10 per 
cent. 

— Credit is limited from 
formal banking institutions. 
The figure for approval in 
Latin America is only 7-11 
per cent. 

— Women occupy only 10 
per cent of the parliamentary 
seats worldwide and six per 
cent of the cabinet posts. 


Hurricane threat wanes for East Coa st 

Quake shocks California desert 


NAGS HEAD, North Caro- 
lina (R) — After threatening 
the coasts of North Carolina 
and Virginia for two days. 
Hurricane. Felix drifted far 
enough from shore on Thurs- 
day lor thousands of tourists 
to begin trickling back to 
some of America’s favourite 
seaside resorts. 

Emergency officials, saying 
the storm no longer posed an 
immediate danger, lifted a 
mandatory evacuation order 
for the stretch of North Caro- 
lina shoreline and wildlife 
preserves known as the Outer 
Banks, an area which attracts 
six million tourists a year. 

But they advised the esti- 
mated 100.000 to 150,000 
people evacuated from the 
area .Tuesday to remain in- 
land until the threat of heavy 
rains and high winds had 
disappeared. 

“Felix cotiW re-intensify 
and once again threaten lives 
and property... over the next 
48 to 72 hours,” Dare County 
emergency management 
spokesman Charley Haitig 
told an Outer Banks news 
conference, adding that those 
returning would do so at their 
own risk. 

The heavy gray clouds that 
had darkened the barrier is- 
lands for days gave way to 
sunshine Thursday afjemOon 
as families wjth small chil- 
dren and dojp strolled along 


the otherwise empty beaches. 

North Carolina officials 
reopened the two-lane road 
to Hatteras island that had 
been swamped by three feet 
(one metre) of sand and surf 
one day earlier. Ferry service 
was also allowed to resume. 

But a ban on swimming 
remained in place as far north 
as Virginia Beach. Virginia, 
and popular amusements 
such as bumper boats and 
waterfall rides were deserted. 

Hurricane Felix began 
churning towards cape Hat- 
teras late Monday while 
beachfront hotels and res- 
taurants were enjoying the 
peak of a bustling tourist 
season. Bur on Wednesday, 
the storm stalled off the 
coast. 

At 5 p.m. EDT (2100 
GMT), it was 230 miles (368 
kilometres) northeast of cape 
Hatteras and moving east by 
northeast slowly. Maximum 
sustained winds remained at 
75 miles per hour (121 kph), 
barely above the minimum 
for hurricane status. 

The hurricane was not ex- 
pected to move much at least 
until Friday. 

Along much of the east 
coast, from Florida to New 
England, large swells from 
Felix caused dangerous surf 
including riptides. Forecas- 
ters said people in areas 
under weather warnings 


should expect storm surges 
up to four feet (121 ems) 
above normal high tides. 

Forecasters downgraded 
hurricane warnings to tropic- 
al storm warnings and a hur- 
ricane watch across wide 
stretches of the U.S. mid- 
Atlantic coast. 

In the Outer Banks, busi- 
ness leaders, facing combined 
daily losses of $4.5 million to 
$5 million, asked if author- 
ities had been too hasty with 
the mandatory evacuation. 

“It’s already a pretty heavy 
blow to the economy,” said 
Outer Banks Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Direc- 
tor John Bone. 

The area, known for the 
Kitty Hawk sand dunes 
where Orville and wilbur 
Wright made the first po- 
wered flight, has seen much 
bigger storms than Felix 
through the years. 

“We’re not idiots, but we 
get more severe nor’ easier 
storms,” said Tom Byers, 
who kept his convenience 
store open. “This was our last 
big week of business. Soon, 
families will be getting their 
kids ready to go back to 
school and our employees 
will be going back to col- 
lege.’’ 

Quake rocks California 

In another development, a 
moderate earthquake 


measuring 5.4 on the Richter 
scale rocked a lightly- 
populated desert area of Cali- 
fornia on Thursday, causing 
slight damage but no injuries, 
officials said. 

The U.S. Geological Sur- 
vey, revising the quake's 
magnitude down from a pre- 
liminary reading of 5.5, said 
the earthquake was centred 
near Ridgecrest, some 120 
miles (190 kilometres) north- 
east of Los' Angeles. 

The quake sent a strong 
jolt through the small town of 
29,000 people, jangling resi- 
dents’ nerves, and was felt as 
far away as Los Angeles and 
Fresno, officials said. 

Stephen Compton, Ridgec- 
rest's disaster coordinator, 
said the quake had caused 
light damage, such as cracks 
in walls and bringing down 
ceiling tiles, but there were 
no reports of major damage 
or injuries. 

He said officials were still 
doing damage assessment. 

Mr. Compton said the 
quake was; “one of the 
strongest ones I’ve felt here." 
He said the main tremor 
lasted three or four seconds 
and was followed by several 
smaller aftershocks. 

Local radio stations all 
opened up their phone lines 
for callers to talk about the 
quake, he said. 


Simpson jury 
may make trip to 
scene of murder 


•LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Judge Lance Ito Thursday 
ordered a nighttime jury visit 
to the scene where * O.J. 
Simpson is alleged to have 
killed his ex-wife and her 
friend. 

Mr. Ito’s order for the Sun- 
day night field trip came over - 
the strong objections of Mr. 
Simpson's defence team, who 
argued that the jury would 
only be confused becasuse 
the lighting conditions, the 
foliage and even the phase of 
the moon would not be the 
same as they were on the 
night of the murders. 

Mr. Ito conceded be was 
concerned about the lighting 
and said his order was con- 
ditional on conditions being 
"substantially" the same. 

In particular, he said, he 
was worried about a land- 
scape light, set in the ground 
outside Nicole Brown Simp- 
son’s luxury condominium, 
which detectives said was 
pointing at her body when' 
they got to the murder scene. 

That light had subsequent- 
ly been broken and if it could 
not be fixed, the visit was off, 
Mr. Ito said. 

The prosecution in the 
double-murder trial main- 
tains Nicole Brown Simpson 
and Ronald Goldman were 
stabbed to death outside her 
luxury condominium at about 
10:15 p.m. local time June 
12, 1994. Prosecutors want 
the 12 jurors and two alter- 
nates to see ibe murder scene 
and Mr. Simpson's mansion 
two miles (three kilometres) 
away under nighttime condi- 
tions. 

Mr. Simpson, a popular 
spoitscaster and TV pitch- 
man before his arrest June 
17, 1994, has pleaded not 


guilty to the murders. 

Mr. Ito cut short Thurs- 
day’s court session and can- 
celled testimony for Friday, 
when he is expected to pri- 
vately review taped inter- 
views between a North Caro- 
lina screenwriter and a key 
police investigator to decide 
whether the defence can play 
them for the jury. 

In the audiotapes, detec- 
tive Mark Fuhrman allegedly 
derides blacks as “niggers" 
and speaks of police planting 
evidence. Mr. Fuhrman, who 
made the comments ,in a 
series of conversations with 
Laura Hart McKinny over 
the past 10 years, is the detec- 
tive who found a bloody 
glove at Mr. Simpson's estate 
the morning after the mur- 
ders. 

Mr. Simpson’s attorneys 
have accused Mr. Fuhrman 
of being a racist who frame 
the black celebrity, but in 
earlier trial testimony he de- 
nied planting the glove and 
said he had not used the 
racial slur “nigger” anytime 
in the past decade. 

The defence team contends 
that Mr. Fuhrman committed 
perjury and they want to play 
the tapes for the mostly black 
jury that will decide Mr. 
Simpson’s fate. 

But private investigator 
Anthony Peilicano. acting as 
Mi. Fuhrman’s spokesman, 
said Mr. Fuhrman did not 
knowingly lie on the witness* 
stand because at the time he 
had simply forgotten about 
the interviews with Ms.* 
McKinny. 

Mr. Peilicano said Mr. 
Fuhrman invented the stories 
to impress Ms. KcKinny and 
convince her to write a 
screenplay based on his 
accounts. 





r 




■ .« Opinion & Analysis 

*** — - _ 


catiIRPAV, AUGUST 19, 


199$ 



1 

Joi 

A^ 

pai 

the 

cot 

aut 

Hil 

me 

the 

tor 

sta 

dai 

pic 

top 

ant 

Ar 

pai 

ses 

to 

3 

wh 

Mi 

191 

wit 

02 . 

( 

Ai 

(R 

ai 

19: 

are 

Ar 

hii 

Rl 

1 

Jo 

eh; 

wil 

ra 

M: 

ha- 

ntr 

Ra 

ov 

na 

ch 

wf 

40i 

Fc 

U 

ral 

Dt 

vie 

pe 

an 

frt 


Ns 


Fa 

Ki 

A, 

M 

AI 

R. 

Ti 

In 

Fi 

Fi 

Fi 

W 

M 

R 


H 

iy 

bi 

G 

m 

Cl 

se 

ir 

b 

c< 


Jordan Times 


i Arm primal «!»#> pubtaftctJ «n Eagle* hy the !cm)m ft™ Fomdipon. 
EjwbtahcH 1975 

w..tri ■ — « i. — jl' j. « jjbvL - {.. U - i-j* j 

Chairman oT the Board of Directors: 

MAHMOUD AL RAYED 
Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 

Editor-in-Chief: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH ' 

Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation. 

University Road, F.O. Bov 6710, Amman, Jordan. 

Telephones: 667171/6, 670141-4 
„ Telex: 21497 ALRA1 JO . 

Facsimile: 696183 

The Jordan Times fc published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 

A welcome turn of the tides 

THE SUCCESS of the visit of Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti to Saudi 
Arabia became an established fact when 
Saudi Foreign Minister Saud AI Faisal de- 
clared that Jordanian-Saudi relations have 
been restored to their normal level. The 
Saudi declaration came in the wake of Mr. 
Kahariti’s talks with Saudi leaders, headed 
by King Fahd. 

This development in bilateral ties is very 
significant given the tense relationship that 
resulted from serious differences that arose 
from the Gulf crisis and war in 1990 and 
1991. The latest breakthrough entails, over 
and above its positive implications for inter- 
Arab relations generally, the appointment of 
a new Saudi 'ambassador to Jordan and 
Saudi participation in the upcoming Econo- 
mic conference on the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA), In Amman. In addition, the 
way is now open for a summit meeting to 
take place between King Hussein and King 
Fahd. 

There is no doubt that the recent events in 
Iraq have contributed to speeding up the 
search for a true reconciliation between the 
two kingdoms. All doubts about where Jor- 
dan really stands on the situation in Iraq 
should have dissipated by now and we hope 
our position on the Gulf crisis and war will 
have also been better understood by our 
Arab brothers in the Gulf. What Jordan is 
concerned with is ensuring a better future for 
ail Arab peoples. Its decision to oppose the 
Western coalition against Iraq was predi- 
cated on its belief that a less damaging option 
to the interests of the Arab World could have 
been used to end the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait, which it unequivocally condemned. 
Its stand on the recent development on Iraq 
is also aimed at nothing but helping alleviate 
the suffering of the Iraqi people. 

We cannot but express our satisfaction at 
the restoration of full and warm relations 
between our country and Saudi Arabia. The 
interruption of fraternal contacts between us- 
vyas but an aberration that was destined to 
end sooner or later. And now that we are on 
the brink of a new era in relations, we need 
to articulate and incorporate new guidelines 
and mechanisms that would assure the con- 
tinuation of the present course. There is no 
better way to attain this objective than to 
institutionalise relations on firm and clear 
grounds that are solid enough to withstand 
transient misunderstandings. 


8M&BIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER in AI Ra'i Arabic daily accused the United 
States of violating the international law by demanding that 
Jordan play a direct role in changing the regime in Iraq and 
in interfering, in that country's internal affairs against its 
own will. Fahd AI Fanek said that this was unacceptable to 
Jordan which realises that interference in other people's 
affairs had brought about many tragedies to the Arab 
Nation over the past 40 years and was in contradiction with 
the Arab code of honour which the Kingdom is currently 
formulating with the other Arab states, ft is true that the 
United States has expressed willingness to protect Jordan 
from any Iraqi attack but the Iraqis are not poised to launch 
attack on Jordan because it is not in their own interests and 
would achieve nothing for Baghdad. Washington is trying 
to use any excuse for the sake of attacking on Iraq to 
destroy that country again and is trying to involve Jordan in 
such an adventure.’ Noting that Jordan is currently relying 
on Iraqi oil and that the Iraqi market imports 10 to 25 per 
cent of Jordanian exports, the writer said that President 
Bill Ointon who is enthusiastic about an attack on Iraq had 
not declared that his country would compensate Jordan for 
such a loss or would supply oil to Jordan free of charge oral 
half price. The writer wanted of the danger of going along 
with the American plot against the Iraqi nation adding that 
American pledges to protect Jordan were not needed and 
not necessary. 

AL DU STOUR daily focused attention on Jordanian-Saudi 
relations describing Foreign Minister Abdul Karim Kabac- 
ili’s mission in Riyadh as giving cause for optimism that 
intef*Arab relations are finally on their way to witness 
improvement following five years of strain. The daily said 
that the Jordanian people are looking forward to seeing 
-their ties with Saudi Arabia on their right course again and 
that cooperation between the sister countries in various 
fields are restored at the highest level.As Mr. Kabariti had 
said Saudi-Jordanian ties had always served as an axis for 
building solid ties among- Arab’ states and therefore 
Jordanians were hopeful that such relations would be 
restored and bolstered in the interest of the two countries 
and the Arab. World at large, said the daily. Strong 
Saudi-Jordanian relations are much needed at the present 
as the Arab region is witnessing serious eventsi and as the 
j Arab Nation is moving into an era of peace with Israel, 
lidded the paper. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilani ^ 


A European decision 
worthy of praise 


THE EUROPEAN UNION (EU) deserves praise 
and appreciation for its courageous decision not to 
fall victim of Israeli tactics by boycotting the • 
“Jerusalem birthday" party dial Israel is holding 
in September, The EU move reflects a dear 
understanding not only of Arab and Muslim 
sensitivity over Jerusalem but also of Israel's 
carefully-orchestrated, moves to consolidate its 
grip and claim over the Holy City through 
political, social and cultural moves. 

No wonder the EU decision ruffled more than 
a few fearhers in Israel, which was betting on 
European participation in the September bash to 
offer a measure of legitimacy to the Jewish state's 
claim to Jerusalem. If the EU states attend the 
“3,000th birthday" of Jerusalem, it would be a 
tacit endorsement of Israeli assertion that the 
Holy City was Israeli 3,000 years ago. As it 
turned out. the European outmanoeuvred the 
Israelis by bringing out the political element 
behind the ‘“party” through pointing out that the- 
final status of Jerusalem is an issue that should 
be negotiated between the Palestinians and Israelis 
and as such Europe was not ready to endorse the 
Israeli claim to Lhe city. 

We do not really know at this point how * 
much of Arab and Muslim lobbying went into- 
prompting the EU to politely mm down the ' 
Israeli invitation, but the move should remind us 
all that we should not relax our vigil against the 
continued Israeli campaign to achieve fait 
accomplis in Jerusalem at all levels. 

We have to remember that the Jerusalem bash 
is slated to continue for 15 months, and we 
should expect to see a strong Israeli effort to 
bring in many reluctant countries to directly or 
indirectly participate in whatever the Jewish state 
intends to do during this period in the context of 
the Holy City. 

Close in the wake of the European 
announcement of boycott of the “Jerusalem 
birthday party” came a tightening of Israel's 
opposition to foreign dignitaries meeting 
Palestinian officials at the Orient House,, the 
headquarters of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation <PJLO). after the deputy prime 
minister of Sweden, Mona Sahlin, called off a 
visit to the Holy City and a meeting with PLO 
officials there. “Even courtesy calls to the Orient 
House has a political character.these days.” an 
Israeli minister was qurted as saying, ^referring to. 
the caJIed-off plan of the Swedish minister CWe- 
cannot but recall that Sweden stiD remembers that 
it was an Israeli hand that killed Count Folke 
Rernadoue, who stood among many Europeans 
for his quest for justice and fairness in Palestine, 


in 194B). 

It is indeed ironical that Israel sees a 
“political character” to a foreign dignitary 
meeting PLO officials at the Orient House but 
fails to mention that the entire planning behind 
the “Jerusalem birthday party” is politically 
oriented. Not that we would expect Israel to 
publicly acknowledge that reality, but it is naive 
at best on its pan to believe that the outside 
world’is oblivious to its plans- and designs. 

We have always argued that Jerusalem could 1 
be one of the thorniest issues in any Arab-Israeli 
peace settlement. Israel also understands it but it 
is going its own way trying to change facts on 
the ground by the time serious negotiations start 
on the status of Jerusalem. By virtue of its 
.occupation and control over Arab East Jerusalem, 
Israel is indeed in a better position to advance its 
quest. But a majority of the international 
community would not go along with it. That was 
the clear message that Israel should take from the 
European decision to stay away from its bash in f 
Jerusalem. Of course, we cannot expect Israel, 
single-minded as it is not to relinquish Arab 
Jerusalem, final status negotiations or not, to 
learn from the message. What we can expect now 
is a revival of moves by pro-Israeli and Israeli- 
influenced members of the U.S. Congress to 
further extend American support for the Israeli 
claim. Although the moves many not amount to 
much in terms of a public American recognition 
of Israel’s claim to Jerusalem as its “united, ■ 
eternal capital” — given the Clinton 
administration’s rejection of the idea — the^veiy; 
debate over the issue could boost the Israeli stand. 

Let us state once gain the reality on the' 
ground: No matter what Israel does or intends to 
do, the Arabs and Muslims would not let go of 
-Arab East Jerusalem. Israel has secured some 
measure of legitimacy in the region through the 
peace process, but it is equally easy for the 
Jewish state to lost that legitimacy if it persists 
on its stubborn stand over Jerusalem. 

Jordan has signed a peace treaty with Israel, 
which, in turn, acknowledges the Hashemites’ 
special role in the Holy City. That special role 
definitely is part and parcel of the Arab and 
Muslim character and identify of Arab East 
Jerusalem. But a simple acknowledgement of the 
Hashemites’ role is not enough. We in Jordan^ 
would fight tooth and nail to establish that role, 
on behalf of the Arabs and Muslims without 
prejudicing the Palestinians’ political rights in 
' Arab East Jerusalem. Israel would be far better 
off understanding and appreciating that reality. 


Jordan should not be embroiled 
in Iraqi affairs, writers urge 


The Week in Print 


Reviewed by Elia Nasrallah 


THE FLIGHT of senior 
Iraqi officials and army 
officers to Jordan domin- 
ated the Arabic press in the 
past week. The situation in 
the occupied Arab territor- 
ies. pan- Arab affairs and 
domestic issues also figures 
prominently in the edito- 
rials and in columnists' arti- 
cles. 

A writer in AI Dustour 
criticised the United States 
for seeking to involve Jor- ' 
dan in “hostile actions 
against Baghdad when Iraq 
openly declared its inten- 
tion to maintain good rela- 
tions with Jordan. We 
know that Baghdad is not 
planning to destroy its ties 
with Jordan at a time when 
Washington continues to 
insist that it would defend 
the Kingdom at a time 
when Washington con- 
tinues to insist th^t it would 
defend the Kingdom in the 
face of alleged Iraqi aggres- 
sion. said Mohammad 
Kawash. The writer said 
that it was clear from 
Washington's attitude and 
through its pressures on 
Jordan to stop trading with 
the Iraqi people that the 
U.S. hopes to tighten the 
sanctions on Iraq and close 
its only remaining outlet to 
the outside world. He said 
Washington believed that 
Jordanian people’s ties 
with the Iraqi people are 
based merely on trade ex- 
change rather than brother- 
ly or national considera- 
tions. 

A writer in Al Ra'i said 
Jordan should seek to 
mend fences with the Gulf 
states, and ail other Arab 
countries and at the same 
time retain good relations 
with the United States. But 
maintaining good ties with 
the other Arab states 
should never be at the ex- 
pense of destroying the 
Kingdom's ties with Iraq 
with which Jordan has a 
real interest. Jordan in fact 
has great and important in- 
terests with Iraq which pro- 


vides it with cheap oil and 
which owes Jordan $1,100 
million that can only be 
repaid through trade, said 
Fahd Al Fanek. Hence we 
have reservations over Jor- 
dan's employment as a 
springboard for changing 
the regime in Baghdad and 
we can only hope that any 
possible change will be in 
favour of pluralism and 
democracy, said the writer. 
We hope that the Iraqi 
people will be offered the 
chance to take* actual role 
in ruling themselves 
through an elected parlia- 
ment which can help end ■ 
the plight of the Iraqi peo- 
ple. the writer said. 

■ Stressing that Jordan is 
not facing danger neither is 
in need of protection from 
any source, Tareq Masar- 
weh. a writer in Al Ra'i. 
said that it-was only natural 
for Jordan to grant asylum 
to Hussein Kamel Hassan 
and thousands of others 
from various Arab states 
over the years, because 
Jordanians are a hospitable 
people. The writer said that 
there was no meaning or 
justification for the big fuss 
created by the U.S. presi- 
dent over the defection 
issue because the Jordanian 
government has been dear 
about the affair stressing 
that it would not be in- 
volved in internal Iraqi 
affairs. The writer said 
however that any refugee 
living in Jordan should not 
be allowed to. exercise any 
hostile activities against 
any regime in the Arab 
World especially that being 
away from one's homeland, 
one would have little influ- 
ence on changing the reg- 
ime in his country. 

Masarwah’s views were 
echoed by Bassam 
Emoush, another Al Ra’i 
columnist who said that 
while accepting the Iraqi 
officials as political re- 
fugees Jordan can by no 
means allow these guests to 
launch campaigns "against 


the rulers in their own 
country. A political refugee 
should not exploit hospital- . 
ity accorded to him here in 
order to harm Jordan’s re- 
lations with other Arab 
states, he stressed. Noring 
that European countries 
abound with political re- 
fugees who are not allowed 
to exercise any political 
activity againsT their own 
nations, the writet said that 
refugees_.liying in Jordan 
should respeef the laws of 
this country and should re- 
frain from any moves that 
could harm Jordan's stand- 
ing in the Arab World. 

Under the title: Leave 
the Iraqis to decide their 
own interna] affairs, a wri- 
ter in Al Dustour said that 
it was important that Jor- 
dan remained neutral in the 
Iraqi question and re- 
frained from anything that 
could be interpreted as a 
hostile action. Saleh Qallab 
said that there could be no 
justification or logical in- 
terpretation for Amman to 
involve itself in Iraq's inter- 
nal matters under any ex- 
cuse and should refuse to 
be lured towards such ac- 
tions. The writer said that it f 
should be remembered that 
being part of the regime 
until a week ago Hussein 
Kamel Hassan bears the 
responsibility for his own 
actions and that other 
Arabs have no say in decid- 
ing who should rule the 
Iraqi people. 

In the view of Hamadeh 
Faraaneh. a writer in Al 
Dustour. the Iraqi govern- 
ment has taken a very clev- 
er move by inviting Rolf 
Ekeus and his team to 
Baghdad to provide him 
with further secrets which it 
said were withheld by Hus- 
sein Kamel Hassan. By 
doing so the Iraqi lead- 
ership has not only shown 
willingness to cooperate , 
with the United Nations 
but has sought to shake the 
credibility of Hussein 
Kamel Hassan and his 
group who defected to Jor- 
dan. The writer said that by 


fleeing his country Hussein 
Kamel has not only lost 
credibility in the eyes of the 
Iraqi nation but has also 
lost access to future secrets 
and lost power of action 
against the regime to which 
be says he is opposed. The 
Baghdad regime is far from 
collapsing and if anything 
the move has strengthened 
the leadership and moved 
Iraq one more a step closer 
towards the lifting of sanc- 
tions, Faraaneh said. 

The longer the delay in 
the implementation of the 
second phase of the Oslo 
. deal between Israel and the*. 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (l*LO) the deeper 
will be the roots of the, 
Jewish settlements in Arab 
lands, said Husni Ayesh, a 
writer in Al RaTdaily. We 
have to remember that had 
the Palestinians accepted 
the U.N. sponsored parti- 
tion of Palestine in 1947 
they would have been in 
control of half of Palestine 
now. He said that the PLO 
should put the pressure on 
the Rabin government to 
redeploy its forces and ex- 
pand the Palestine self-rule 
authority as soon as possi- 
ble and so abort the Jewish 
.settler's rebellion and their 
attacks on Arab lands and 
property. 

Hamadeh Faraaneh in AI 
Dustour also expressed the 
view that because the PLO 
is clinging hard to the 
Palestinian people's rights 
and the Arab rights in Jeru- 
salem and Heiwon a final 
agreement with the Israelis 
had been delayed. On the 
other hand because the 
Israelis were adamant in 
their own' position and 
htere succumbing to settlers 
wishes they were afraid to 
move on to the second 
phase of the Oslo agree- 
ment and expand the 
Palestinian self rule, said 
the writer. He said that the 
PLO should remain 
perseverant and should 
continue to put pressure ori 
the Rabin government. 


Indonesia 
anniversary 

raises questions 
for army 


By Jeremy Wagstaff 
Reuter 

JAKARTA — From the 
days when, armed with 
spears and sticks, they 
stormed Japanese outposts 
in the heady first throes of 
the independence struggle, 
Indonesia's soldiers have 
seen themselves as defen- 
ders of the people. 

This view has long justi- 
fied a central place in poli- 
tical and military life, en- 
shrined in the concept of 
“dual function. 1 * 

But as the world's fourth 
largest country commemo- 
rates its 50th birthday this 
month, this role sits uneasi- 
ly with many Indonesians 
who see the men in green 
as something less than 
heroes. 

“It has many critics,” 
said retired General 
Soemitro, who headed the 
powerful operational com- 
mand for the restoration of 
security and order in the 
1970s, of the armed forces, 
known by its Indonesian ' 
acronym ABRI. 

“ABRI cannot act 
against die current of pub- 
lic opinion, so a certain 
sense of accomodation and 
understanding should be 
shown by the ABRI, and 
there is an indication that 
ABRI has understood 
this,” he said in an inter- 
view earlier this month. 

Mr. Soemitro is one of 
many former military men 
who, for one reason or 
another, have turned from 
gamekeeper to poacher. 

Even now retired Gener- 
al Abdul Haris Nasution, 
architect of the armed 
forces doctrine of “dual 
function,'’ has long been a 
critic of its implementation. 

The army was a late 
.arrival daring the heady 
'days of 1945. . 
f While the country’s first 
political -leaders took the 
1 plunge of proclaiming inde- 
pendence in the interreg- 
num between the Japenese 
occupation and the return 
of their Dutch overlords, 
they were reluctant to take 
up arms to fight for free- 
dom. . 

This left a painful gap in 
the movement’s defences 
until, a few months later, 
guerrillas formed their own 
army, elected their own 
leader and set the stage for 
future tensions. 

' “Owing to its reluctance 
to act promptly and de- 
cisively in the first days 
following the proclamation 
of independence, the gov- 
ernment ... lost its control 
over the Indonesian armed 
forces,” wrote historian 
Salim Said in a book on the 
period. 

Five decades later, the 
armed forces still sees itself 
playing a role beyond the 
purely military — from 
assisting villagers build 
bridges to having a definite 
say in government. 

ABRI is small for the 


size of the country it is 
supposed to defend, and 
with internal threats from 
guerrillas in East Timor, 
Aceh and Irian Jaya and 
looming regional frouble 
spots such ,as the Spratly 
Islands, there are many 
who sympathise with it.. 

Numbering some 300,000 
personnel, it is poorfyy 
equipped to defend some* 
17,000 islands in an 
archipelago stretching the 
width of the United States. 
Under “dual function” 
most soldiers are not 
combat-ready, instead 
working as territorials. 

This dual function has its 
detractors within ABRTs 
ranks too, sources close to 
the military say, including 
those younger ranking 
officers who see bridge- 
building and politicking as 
unbecoming a West Point 
graduate. 

“There are many officers 
who support the notion of 
‘back to barracks' (prop- 
agated by some army offic- 
ers),’' one Indonesian jour- 
nalist covering ABRI 
affairs said recently. 

But there are others who 
see ABRI as defender of 
the faith, the only depend- 
able force during the 
mayhem of the 1960s, — 
when hundreds of 
thousands of Indonesians 
died in the wake of an 
aborted coup allegedly in- 
stigated by the Commun- 
ists. 

Tins role has ingrained a 
belief among many officers 
that ABRI deserves a con- 
tinued say in the running of 
the country, and more con- 
troversially , should provide 
the next president. ( 

This may depend bn the 
present incumbent Suhar- 
to, who succeeded Sukarno 
•in the wake of the 1960s 
. bloodbattr.TIe is : a former 
general himself as well as 
an independence fighter. 

But while not overtly 
stating his own view on the 
matter, diplomats say Mr. 
Suharto has been astute in 
clipping the military’s 
wings, both for his own 
ends and to improve Ms 
. somewhat tarnished image 
in the west. 

Most academics see 
ABRI acknowledging the 
tide of history, buf remain- 
ing determined to retain 
their role as ultimate guar- 
dian of the nation’s in- 
terests. 

“If a civilian becomes 
president they will not ob- 
ject so long as stability is 
maintained, so long as 
there is continued coopera- 
tion with ABRI in terms of 
its political role,” said 
Yahya Muhaima, an 
academic and author of a 
book on ABRI. 

“ABRI is more sophisti- 
cated than In the past. They 
know their political theory, 
about concepts," he said in 
a telephone interview ear- 
lier this month. 
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™ E B° EING 707 took 
off before dawn from 
Johannesburg la^t week 
and flew to Sierra Leon via 
Angola. The flight did not 
appear on any international 
schedule; at Freetown, no 
customs or immigration 
officials appeared to check 
papers. 

The passengers — South 
A mean mercenaries and a 
handful of British business* 
men — simply dis- 
embarked on the tarmac, 
boarded an enormous 
military helicopter and 
were ferried across the 
mile-wide Sierra Leone 
River to the government's 
army headquarters. 

Executive Outcomes, the 
private South African army 
which has been hired by 
Siena Leone to help crush 
the rebel Revolutionary 
United Front, operates 
beyond bureaucrats, 
beyond ideology. “At the 
end of the day we‘rc a 
business.” explained one of 
its directors, Lafras 
Luitingh. 

The expertise of the busi- 
ness is fighting bush wars in 
Africa, but the firm has 
diversified. It has secured 
diamond concessions as 
payment for services ren- 
dered in Sierra Leone; it 
mines gold in Uganda; 
drills 1 boreholes in 
Ethiopia; and has a variety 
of business interests in 
south Africa. Botswana, 
Zambia, Lesotho and 
Angola. It operates a net- 
work of 32 companies, its 
businesses ranging from 
computer software to adult 
education. 

Executive Outcomes is 
Africa's new-wave enrrep- 
. reneur, recolonising parts 
of the continent where war 
and the erosion of the na- 
tion state have resulted in a 
collapse of law and order. 

Before going to Sierra 
Leone, the business was 
credited with turning round 
the civil war in Angola, in 
return for S40 million from 
the government. This was 
piquant; most of the merce- 
naries hired by Executive 
Outcomes had fought for 
the Angolan rebels of Un- 
ita during the apartheid 
years. 

By last November, Unita 
had been beaten to its 
knees: Executive Outcom- 
ers was involved in driving 
it from the oil area of Soyo. 
the diamond regions 
around Cafunfo, and from 
its urban strongholds. 

Back in the new South 
Africa, the organisation is 
viewed with official dis- 
approval. But when the 
first 30 South African iper- 
cenaries arrived in 
Freetown last May, they 
were hailed as saviours in 
the streets of this dilapi- 
dated tropical capital. 

The rebels were 12 miles 
from the city, which had 
been bracing for the fall 
since Christmas. 

A detachment of Gur- 
khas had failed .to halt the 
advance. The paranoia was 
heightened by fears of a 
repeat of the crazy blood- 
shed in neighbouring 
Liberia. Freetown was in 
the hands of “the boys" — 
a group of army officers in 
their late twenties who in- 
herited the government in 


Peace for sale: A group of mercenaries is doing the job of the 
United Nations by helping to settle the continent’s bush wars 



A white S. African officer trains black mercenaries for the ever-expanding bush war business 

Africa’s diamond dogs of war 


A private South African 
army, a business bey onc| 
ideology ,, has been hired 


1992 when President 
Joseph Momoh fled to 
Guinea, having mistaken a 
disgruntled delegation of 
soldiers complaining about 
pay for a coup. 

In public posters. Cap- 
lain Valentine Strasscr, 29, 
chairman of the Provisional 
Ruling Council, looks ridi- 
culously under-age to be in 
the army, never mind head 
of state. 

Executive Outcomes 
went as Srrasser's govern- 
ment with an offer it 
couldn’t refuse. "We said: 
•you're in deep shit.’ They 
said they couldn't pay. We 
said they could pay us when 
they could afford it." 

Within weeks, the South 
Africans trained 150 elite 
troops and freed the 
approaches to Freetown — 
and then recaptured the 
diamond fields in the Kono 
district. 

In an interview with The 
Observer. Mr. S crasser cre- 
dited the "remarkable" 
turnaround in the war to 
Executive Outcomes. 
"We’ve had a number of 


successes," said Mr. Stras- 
scr .a shy man whose desk is 
filled with diplomatic gifts 
such as Oriental dolls. 
"They were so dose to the 
capital — but now the 
security situation is impro- 
ving." 

As in Angola, ExCuctive 
Outcomes denies it has any 
role in actual combat. The 
most Mr. Luitingh will 
admit is that "you can’t do 
battle guidance or planning 
if you sit hundreds of 
kilometres away. You need 
to be at the sharp edge." 

And when speaking to 
them, there is no doubt 
that Executive Outcomes’ 
black soldiers — about 70 
per cent of the mercenary 
force — have been engaged 
in combat. The newcomers 
include Angolans and 
South Africans from the 
most infamous and tough- 
est units of the old South 
African Defence Force. 

What is also beyond dis- 
pute is that the South Afri- 
cans — who handle intelli- 
gence, logistics, com- 


by Sierra Leone to crush 
the rebel Revolutionary 
United Front. Phillip Van 


munications, training and 
planning — have made all 
the difference between a 
Fighting force and an ill- 
disciplined band. 

But it is still too early to 
conclude that the war is 
over. The rebels cointinue 
to attack convoys on the 
road east to the cities of Bo 
and Kennema, where 
starvation is growing. Few 
days agos, a convoy of 75 
trucks carrying foal from 
Freetown to the interior 
was ambushed on the road 
to Bo. Government troops 
fled leaving the civilian 
drivers to be massacred. 

The South Africans were 
not there, and complained 
their advice had not been 
heeded. But suspicions that 
the rebels had been lipped 
off in Freetown highlighted 
another problem: who are 
rebels and who are govern- 
ment troops? Many believe 
there is only a superficial 
difference. 

Ordinary Sierra Leo- 
neans are more trusting of 
the white South Africans 
than of their own army. 


They want one thing — 
peace. Almost a quarter of 
the population has been 
uprooted by the war, at 
least 50,000 slaughtered 
since 1992. 

At the same time, the 
Sierra Leone leadership 
realises that in the dense 
African bush there can be 
no final military solution, 
that it cannot kill all the 
rebels. It wants to weaken 
the RUF sufficiently to 
force it to negotiate, a re- 
peat of the scenario in 
Angola where Unita’s 
Jonas Savimbi capitulated 
last November. 

The government has in- 
vited the rebels to a politic- 
al conference to discuss 
democratic elections — it is 
confident that Mr. Strasser 
still plans to transfer power 
back to elected civilian rule 
in January. He says he will 
quit politics as soon as this 
happens. 

"Since 1992 my major 
preoccupation has been to 
see an end to the security 
crisis... We need to rees- 
tablish confidence in the 


Niekerk in Freetown sees 
Executive Outcomes at 
work 


economy and rebuild roads 
and infrastructure. 

Brigadier Julius Maada 
Bio, the chief of defence 
staff and Mr. Strasser’s 
number two. told The 
Observer that the only last- 
ing solution could flow 
from talking. "If he (the 
rebel leader Foday Sank- 
oh) is pushed into a comer 
he will realise that it’s use- 
less to continue fighting.” 

Despite Executive Out- 
comes’ successes, there are 
lingering, uneasy questions 
in the minds of educated 
Sierra Leoneans: If the 
government is not paying 
the organisation, to whom 
is it accountable? 

The smart money in 
Freetown is on the other 
South African outfit, De 
Beers, which holds the 
country’s lucrative offshore 
diamond concessions. 

But Mr. D.e Beers has 
tried to put as much dis- 
tance as possible between 
itself and Executive Out- 
comes, and privately refers 
to it as a "bunch of ban- 


dits." 

"We can play a helluva 
important role in Africa, 
protests Mr. Luitingh, who 
claims his business is mis- 
understood. "We can bring 
development to the re- 
motest places. We’re trying 
to aid growth and democra- 
cy by bringing stability and 
foreign investment." 

Sierra Leone, though, 
might not be a pushover. 
The rebels initially arrived 
as a spill-over from the war 
in Liberia, backed by rebel 
leader Charles Taylor, who 
objected to Sierra Leone’s 
participation in the West 
African peacekeeping force 
that kept him from the 
presidency of Liberia. 

Foday Sankoh, a former 
army corporal and photo- 
grapher, is a strong perso- 
nality, who is unlikely to 
just fade away. He could ai 
easily escalate the fighting 
as assent to talks. Though 
he represents no ideology 
more sophisticated than a 
generalised anger against 
the system, his power to 


mobilise young Sierra Leo- 
neans is common to much 
of Africa, from Chad to 
Mozambique. 

The rebels recruit from 
an ever-expanding pool of 
jobless young people, with 
no stake in the system, 
defiant of crumbling tradi- 
tional authority, and whose 
only route to fortune is 
what they can loot using an 
AK-47. 

"This is a young people's 
war. said Father Brian 
Starcken of the Catholic 
Development Organisa- 
tion, who has been in Sier- 
ra Leone for 20 years. 
"They are alienated from a 
corrupt government and 
traditional leaders." 

In a region threatened by 
anarchy, it is not hard to 
see whose interests are best 
served by Executive Out- 
comes' intervention — the 
multinational owners of the 
mines in both mineral-rich 1 
Angola and Sierra Leone. I 
The organisarison is now 
helping to administer and 
guard Kono as a pocket of 
peace in a country that is 
going back to the bush. 
Lebanese diamond dealers j 
and traders, who fled from i 
the rebels, have gone back j 
to restart their lives and 
businesses. An offensive to 
clear rebels from the tita- 
nium and bauxite mines is 
about to get under way, 35 
the next phase of the war. 

Executive Outcomes 
argues that after the deba- 
cle of the U.S. and U.N. 
interventions in Somalia — 
and with Bosnia preoc- 
cupying the West — the 
world is not too interested 
in little wars in Africa. 

Neighbouimg Liberia is a 
prime example of a country 
being abandoned to its 
fate. But a few hundred 
highly trained soldiers are 
returning Sierra Leone to a 
semblance of order. 

Alan Paterson, a British 
consultant with decades of 
experience of mining in 
West Africa, says the sta- 
bility provided by the Ex- 
ecutive Outcomes is all im- 
portant. His British clients 
have agreed to invest SI I 
million in Sierra Leone. 

Mr. Paterson, who was 
once managing director of 
the Sierra Leone diamond 
company, saw Kono two 
weeks ago and was horri- 
fied: "I saw human skulls 
blackened by the sun and 
rain. What right does any 
human being have to do 
that? Unless this business is 
sorted out in Sierra Leone, 
it is not unconnected to 
Liberia, it will spread to 
Guinea. The world should 
wake up to what's going on 
and support a government 
struggling to survive in a 
decent way." 

In line with this argu- 
ment, Mr. Luitingh, with a 
mysterious glint in his eye, 
hints at a potential next 
•destination in Africa, "if 
Sierra Leone is to be 
stable, Liberia needs to be 
stable as well. 

*‘If we can stabilise 
South. East and West Afri- 
ca, it's going to be so much 
berter for the whole conti- 
nent. We are the only pco. 
pie on this planet willing to 
do it." 

The Observer. 


Jordan, Si Arabia edge closer 


Sereo 


(Continued tram page 1) 

this year in what was seen as 
the first tangible step towards 
the improvement of ties be- 
tween Amman and Riyadh. 

Prince Saud, stressing the 
importance of achieving 
Arab solidarity, said Jordan 
and Saudi Arabia could play 
an important role in realising 
closer Arab coordination and 
cooperation. . , 

Before Mr. Kabariti's visit 
to Saudi Arabia, some mem- 
bers of the Lower House of 
Parliament, who were con- 
cerned about the repercus- 
sions of Jordan's offer of a 
safe haven to Gen. Hassan, 
warned chat the improvement 

Erakat says 

(Continued from page 1) 

troops from six of the seven 
West Bank Palestinian 
towns, but refuses to quit 
Hebron, the only Palestinian 
town with Jewish settlers liv- 
ing in it. 

Some 400 Jewish settlers 
live among 10,000 Palesti- 
nians in Hebron. 

"The Israeli government 
■must understand that without 
applying to Hebron what ap- 
plies t° other cities, there 
won't be an. agreement," Dr. 
Erakat told Israel Radio’s 
Arabic service. 


of ties with Saudi Arabia 
should not come at the ex- 
pense of ties with Iraq. 

The government rejected 
such suggestions, saying it 
seeks good ties with ail Arab 
states and stressing that its 
concern is for the well-being 
of the Iraqi people. 

As Saudi Radio appears 
ready to turn a new page in 
its ties with the Kingdom, 
Kuwait has also indicated its 
willingness (o restore ties 
with "Jordan' (see separate 
story) 

Jordan's tics with the rest 
of the other Arab Gulf coun- 
tries. which isolated Jordan 
to varying degrees after the 
Gulf wi*» have witnessed 


Dr. Erakat told Reuters 
that the Palestinian position 
on Hebron was that the set- 
tiers had to be removed, the 
Israeli military headquarters 
must be taken out and 
Palestinian police would take 
charge of security. 

Dr. Erakat said a number 
of contentious issues could be 
solved only by a high-level 
political decision and not by 
the negotiating teams. 

The issues were Hebron, 
the release of Palestinian 
prisoners from Israeli jails, 
water rights and the parti- 


dear improvement over the 
last year. 

The Kingdom's decision to 
host Gen. Hassan is believed 
to have accelerated the pro- 
■ cess of healing the rift with 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. 

Observers said the United 
States has stepped up its 
efforts to achieve Jordantan- 
Saudi rapprochement in light 
of the developments on the 
Iraqi scene. But they say that 
these efforts are motivated by 
more than just wanting to 
improve ties between two of 
its strongest allies in thtfrre- 
gion. What the U.S. hopes to 
achieve through burying the 
hatchet between Riyadh and 
Amman, they say. is further 
isolation of the Iraqi regime. 


ci pat ion of East Jerusalem 
Palestinians in elections. 

Dr. Erakat said other mat- 
ters could be resolved shortly 
by negotiators. 

“In next week’s talks we 
will try our best to finalise all 
other issues and annexes 
which will be included in the 
interim agreement such us 
the redeployment and secur- 
ity arrangements annex, legal 
issues, cooperation, econo- 
mics, transfer of civil author- 
ities and the genera) agree- 
ment,” he said. 

Dr. Erakat said the two 


^Croats squeeze Serb strongholds 


(Continued from page X) 

Thursday's' meeting with Mr. 
Milosevic: "Today’s talks 
were extremely useful. They 
were every frank and they 
clarified some issues." 

Mr. Milosevic is accused by 
the West of fuelling the 
ethnic wars which have torn 
Yugoslavia apart since 1991. 
But his priority now seems to 
be an end to U.N. sanctions 
which are crippling the Ser- 
bian economy. 

Washington says the Croa- 
tian offensive in Krajina, 
which drove more than 
150.000 Croatian Serbs from 
their homes, might provide 
an opportunity for reaching 


sides were trying ro complete 
an accord by Sept. 6, then 
sign it in Washington. "But 
the most important thing for 
us is the contents of the agreement," 
he said. 

The Israeli police chief in 
the West Bank has accused 
Jewish settlers in Hebron 
waging an all-out war on 
Israeli troops. 

"For a long time there has 
been a certain core... that has 
been conducting a no holds 
barred war against the 
police," Major General Alik 
Ron said on Israel radio. 


an overall peace settlement. 

Diplomats say a Croatian 
offensive near Dubrovnik 
would probably not derail the 
American initiative. 

The U.S. proposals mix 
land swapping deals in Bos- 
nia with incentives ‘and 
threats of military force to 
enforce the plan. 

One idea was for the 
Muslim-led government in 
Bosnia to abandon the en- 
clave of Gorazde in the east 
to the Serb separatists. 

Mr. Izetbegovic has 
staunchly rejected this. But 
t the United Nations said on 
Friday that most U.N. troops 
in the enclave would be pul- 
led out by the middle of 


His comments came after 
the -arrest of Rabbi Moshe 
Levinger, the founder of the 
Jewish settler movement and 
a resident of Hebron. 

Gen. Ron said settlers 
hurled abuse at a Druze Arab 
policeman involved in mak- 
ing the arrest, saying an Arab 
carrying a gun should be 
shot. 

Settler spokesman Noam 
Arnon said the insult was 
“understandable" because 
Rabbi Levinger was dragged 
away by his beard. 

Legislators across the poli- 


September, leaving only a 
skeleton force. 

Gorazde will now be pro- 
tected by North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) air power, the U.N. 
said. 

“The Ukrainians are de- 
finitely coming out and the 
British are scheduled to come 
out in about three weeks," 
said, a U.N. source in the 
Bosnian capital. 

Gorazde. a U.N. "safe 
area," "is the sole Muslim 
enclave remaining in eastern 
Bosnia after Srebrenica and 
Zepa were overrun by Serb 
forces in July. 

Several cases of summary 
executions have been dis- 
coverd in the Krajina region 
recently captured from rebel 


deal spectrum Thursday con- 
demned the abuse of the 
druze officer. 

One Jewish settler was in- 
jured Wednesday night when 
he tried to stop a patrol jeep 
from taking Levinger 
away for failing to make a 
couri appearance. Mr. Levin- 
ger was released Thursday. 

Meanwhile, the army 
announced Thursday that it 
would close the Ibrahimi next 
week to both Israeli and Mus- 
lim worshippers for four days 
for “organisational reasons." 


Croatian Serbs, the United 
Nations reported. 

"On the 16th of August, 
the U.N. discovered four 
dead bodies in the village of 
Zagrovic," U.N. spokesman 
Christopher Gunness said, 
adding that two had bullet 
wounds to the head. While 
denouncing the killings. Mr. 
Gunness refrained from im- 
plicating Croatian forces. 

Two bodies were "dressed 
in underwear," he said. On 
one, the ’‘right hand 
appeared to have been muti- 
lated. Several fingers had 
been cut off." 

"Away from the road there 
were two others corpses, one 
of a man about 50 years old. 
who was found lying outside 
his house, wrapped in a 
blanket with a bullet hole 
blasted in the back of his 
head." Mr. Gunness said. 
“The fourth corpse was in 
two advanced a stage of de- 
composition to allow the 
cause of death to be deter- 
mined.” 

The U.N. spokesman also 
reported the discovery of 
what appeared to be mass 
graves at a Knin cemetery. 


The mosque is the site of 
/he Hebron massacre in Feb. 
1994, when a Jewish settler 
opened fire on Muslim wor- 
shippers in the mosque there, 
killing at least 30 and wound- 


When U.N. civilian police 
were authorised to take the 
bodies to the cemetery in 
Knin, the former "capital” of 
the breakaway Croatian 
Serbs, they discovered "96 
crosses that have been placed 
in opposite sides of four 
raised, flat top mounds," he 
said. 

"The crosses are verv close 
to one another and there are 
no individual mounds. Twen- 
ty crosses bear names. De- 
spite the authorities’ evident 
effort in preparing the site, 
the area gives the impression 
of a mass grave." 

When a civilian police 
team attempted to investigate 
another suspected gravesite, 
they were fired on by a snip- . 
er, Mr. Gunness said. "The 
team had counted 22 new 
graves. Some were marked 
with crosses. Five bore 
names." 

U.N. civil police “have 
also reported three more 
bodies, including one of a 
middle aged man in civilian 
dress lying in front of h 
burned house in Zvjerinac," 
Mr. Gunness said. 


ing over 100 more. 

The army said the site 
would be closed from Sunday 
evening until next Thursday 
at noon. No further explana- 
tion was given. 
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UAE coffers reel under high 
spending and low oil price 


udai 
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Kuwait assembly approves 


debt rescue amid protest 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
High government spending 
coupled with weak oil prices 
have put strong pressure on 
the United .Arab Emirates 
(UAE) coffers, official fi- 
gures have showed. 

The country’s budget has 
suffered from a persistent 
large deficit despite attempts 
to diversify sources of in- 
come, the figures showed. 

Since 1990, the deficit in 
the Gulf country’s consoli- 
dated accounts, which com- 
prise the federal and local 
budgets, have run at around 
,10 per cent of the gross 
domestic product (GDP), 
one of the highest levels in 
the' world. 

“There appears to be dear 
evidence that the UAE eco- 
nomy has been running a 
considerable fiscal deficit in . 
the neighbourhood of 10 per 
cent of the GDP in its 
accounts," the state-run Emi- 
rates Industrial Bank (EIB) 
said. 

“There are very few coun- 
tries in the world that have 


run a deficit of this magni- 
tude on a sustained basis,” 
the EIB added. 

Figures by EIB and the. 
central bank showed the de- 
fiat stood at nearly 15.9 bil- 
lion dirhams ($4.33 billion) in 
1994 compared with 16.1 bil- 
lion dirhams ($4.38 billion) in 
1993. 

In the previous three years, 
the budget also suffered from 
a cumulative shortfall of 29.2 
billion dirhams ($7.95 bil- 
lion). 

The figures showed the de- 
fidt persisted because of a 
decline in oil earnings and 
failure by the government to 
trim expenditure. 

From around 48.7 billion 
dirhams ($13.26 billion) in 
1991, total revenues plunged 
to 38.6 billion dirhams (S10.5 
billion) in 1994. Oil income 
declined from 35.6 billion 
dirhams ($9.7 billion) to 29.9 
billion dirhams ($8.14 billion) 
in the same period. , 

Expenditure remained as 
high as 54.5 billion dirhams 
($14.8 billion) in 1994, almost 


equivalent to spending in pre- 
vious years. 

“Spending has remained 
high as the government is 
committed to meeting grow- 
ing developing and military 
needs,” a UAE bank mana- 
ger told AFP. 

EIB figures showed de- 
velopment spending, includ- 
ing financial aid to develop- 
ing nations, accounted for 
nearly a third of the .total 
expenditure in the past- fotfr* 
years. It stood at 16.5 billion 
dirhams ($4.49 billion) in 
1994 and’ as high as 25.8 
billion dhtams ($7 billion) in 
1991. 

No offia'al figures were 
available on military spend- 
ing but the UAE has been 
locked in a programme to 
bolster its armed forces since 
the Gulf war. 

Unlike -other Gulf oil pro- 
ducers, the UAE has not 
resorted to issuing bonds or 
seeking loans from interna- 
tional markets to shore up 
the budget defidt. Instead, it 
has opted for borrowing from 


its national banks, with cre- 
dits totalling around 12.6 bil- 
lion dirhams ($3.43 billion) in 
1994. 

The UAE, a federation of 
seven emirates, produces 
around 2.16 million barrels 
per day of oil, of which 40 per 


regional 
bank debts 


cent is owned by Japanese, 
French and other foreign 


French and other foreign 
partners under production- 
sharing agreement. 

Weak crude prices - have 
forced it to seek other income 
sources, introducing new fees 
on government services and 
raising them on existing ser- 
vices. It has also launched a 
campaign to expand its non- 
oil industries and is planning 
to boost gas exports and set 
up petrochemical projects. 

The federal budget, which 
is financed by half the income 
of each of the country's seven 
emirates, has also suffered 
deficits because of low oil 
prices. But in some years, the 
shortfall was turned into a 
surplus due to higher con- 
tributions by some emirates 
and cuts in actual spending. 


Growth for gold demand expected 
to stay strong in Arab Gulf states 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan 
has started to pay off out-, 
standing, debts to regional 
banks and funds in Africa 
and the Middle East, the 
minister of state for finance 
was quoted as saying. 

The government-owned A1 
Sudan A1 Hadith quoted 
Mohammad Khair A1 Zubeir 
as saying bis country had paid 
off delayed instalments to in- 
stitutions including the Orga- 
nisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC), 
the Jeddah-based Islamic De- 
velopment Bank and the 
African Development Bank. 

Mr. Zubeir described the 
repayments as positive steps 
which .would improve .ties, be- 
tween these institutions and 
Sudan, which has an external 
debt of more than $15 billion. 

The International Monet- 
ary Fund (IMF), owed 
around S1.7 billion by Sudan, 
has - considered expelling it 
for its inability to repay the' 
debts. Khartoum says it is 
now paying monthly instal- 
ments and carrying out IMF- 
backed reforms. 


The* njinister said relations 
with the ^African Develop- 
ment Bank had returned to 


DUBAI (R) — Growth in 
Gulf demand for gold in the 
second half of 1995 is likely to 
match or exceed the healthy 
10 'per cent increase, in the. 
first six months of this _ year, 
the World Gold Council 
("WGC) has said. • 

“We expect at least a simi- 
lar increase for the second 
haff as- all (Gulf) economic 
indicators have improved 
dramatically," WGC regional, 
chief executive ' Rolf 
Schneebeli told Reuters. 

WGC figures show de- 
mand in Saudi Arabia 'and 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) rose 10 per cent in the 
first half to 119.2 tonnes from 
108.7 tonnes in the first six 
months of last year. 

“Saudi’s fiscal position is 
continuing to improve and we 
see continued and accelerat- 
ing economic growth in the 
UAE,” he said. 

The Geneva-based WGC, 
owned by major gold produc- 
ers worldwide, monitors ab- 
out 75 per cent of the world’s 
markets. 

Mr. Schneebeli said Saudi 


lim Haj pilgrimage. 

“The overall gold demand 
in- Saudi was boosted by bet- 
ter than expected gold sales 
during the Haj season. Trade 
indications are that the level 
of gold business in the 1995 
Haj season (in April and 
May) was about 15 per cent 
more than that of 1994," he 
said. 

Every year more than two 
million people flock to 
Islam's holy sites in Saudi 
Arabia to perform the rights 
of pilgrimage. 

Mr. Schneebeli said an im- 


provement in the financial 
position of the kingdom, 
strapped for cash in the past 
few years due to weak oil 
prices and huge costs related 
to the Gulf war, had also 
helped lift demand. 

“The generally better 
trend in gold sales also re- 
flects an easier fiscal position, 
as oil prices during the first 
half of 1995 were about $2 
above budgeted estimates,'' 
he said. 

In the UAE, and in par- 
ticular Dubai — a world trad- 
ing and reexport centre for 


IMF praises Georgia 


gold, demand rose strongly 
towards the end of the first 
half and during July. 

“The trade estimates show 
a 30 per cent growth in sales 
of gold jewellery' from the 
middle of May to the end of 
July... in 1995 the expat- 
driven summer vacation take- 
home purchase has been 
much better in... July as com- 
pared to July 1994," he said. 

Many of the UAE’s ex- 
patriate population, which 
accounts for about 75 ' per 
cent of a total of around two 
million, are Indians, who are 
big gold buyers. India is the 
single largest gold market in 
the world, consuming 235.1 
tonnes in the first half. 


normal since last May, enabl- 
ing Sudan to draw loans 
worth $35 million for sugar 
growing, irrigation and pet- 
roleum projects. 

Mr. Zubeir also mentioned 
a new. initiative to remedy 
Sudan’s arrears with, the 
Arab Monetary Fund and 
Arab. Fund for Social and 
Economic Development. He 
gave no details, but said rela- 
tions with them were impro- 
ving. 

Sudan, die largest country.* 
in-Africa but also one of its 
poorest, faces additional 
financial burdens caused by a 
12-year civil war in the south 
and by occasional drought. 


KUWAIT, (R) — Kuwait’s 
parliament has given final 
approval to measures to ease 
repayment terms on $20 Bil- 
lion owed by some of the 
Gulf country's richest peo- 
ple. - * 

The chamber voted 37 to 
14 in favour of a bill softening 
repayment terms for 
thousands of debtors includ- 
ing government officials and 
merchants whose bad loans 
are equivalent to 90 per cent 
of gross domestic product. 

Opposition deputies 
attacked the bill — officially 
aimed at solving the country's 
most intractable economic 
problem — as a measure to 
help the rich get richer at 
state expense. 

Islamist Ahmad Baqer.saic| 
he feared the debt would now 
never be paid because the. 
vote had set a precedent of 
easing repayment jerms and 
even easier. terms would be 
proposed In years to come. 

“I fear that within a year or 
two this (draft) law is going to 
be eroded and public funds 
. will be harmed," Sheikh Baq-* 
er said. 

“I ask the prime minister 
(Sheikh Saad A1 Sabah), and 
anyone from the govern- 
ment, to make a definitive 
statement . tomorrow that 
there will be no more amend- 1 
ments," said opposition MP 
Mishari A1 Osanhi in emo- 
tional scenes after the final 


vote. 

The longstanding debt, 
which confounded repeated 
attempts at a solution in the 
1980s, derives from the spec- 
tacular 1982 crash of an un- 
official stock exchange and 
from commercial losses 
caused by Iraq’s 1990-91 
occupation. 

Previous debt settlement 
plans foundered amid lob- 
bying from influential corpo- 
rate and individual borrow- 


ers. 

Diplomats say one state 
official owes between 210 
million and 230 million dinars 
($700 million to 766 million). 
An official list of debtors' 
names has never been pub- 
lished. 

The bill softens repayment 
terms set by a 1993 law on the 
same subject. The bill in 
effect gives debtors who 
chose a cash settlement' op- 
tion another five years to 
complete . their payments, 
weeks before a deadline get 
by the previous bill for them 
to pay back about 2.3 billion 
dinars ($7.6 billion) of their 
loans. 

The bill now goes for rati- 
fication by the emir. 

The 1993 bill had set Sept. 
6, 1995 as the deadline, for 
debtors choosing cash settle- 
ment — an option that was 
taken by debtors owing most 
of the debt. 

Under the bill, the* 2.3 bil- 


Profit-taking weakens dollar 


LONDON (AFP) — The dollar suffered losses Friday on the 
London forex under the pressure of profit-taking, but analysts 
■ still expect the recent uptrend to remain in evidence in the 
coming weeks. At 1540 GMT, the dollar stood at 1 .4690 marks 
against 1.4815 at the opening and 1.4770 Thursday evening in 
London, and at 96.70 yen against 97.90 and 98. David 
Coleman, an analyst at Canadian Imperial Bank of Com- 
merce, said that “the American currency had to cope with 
profit-taking,- which weakened it, but the market still thinks it 
will climb to 1.50 marks and 100 yen in the coming weeks.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mika Argirion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


gold demand rose 13 per cent 
in’ the F»st half to 99 tonnes 
from 87.3 in the same period 
last year, thanks partly to 
strong sales during the Mus- 


TBILISI (AFP) — A delega- 
tion from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), con- 
cluding a two-week visit to 
Georgia, has hailed the ex- 
Soviet republic’s progress to- 
ward economic reform. 

“Georgia has come a 
tremendous way in the last 12 
months — it’s almost unbe- 
lievable,” Mohammad 
Shadman-Valavi, head of the 
IMF delegation, said 

He added that his delega- 
tion would recommend that 
the IMF executive board 
* approve the next tranche of 


its stand-by loan to Georgia. 

This year, Georgia has 
stamped out hyper-nmation, 
freed most prices, set up an 
independent central bank 
and launched an ambitions 
programme of mass privatisa- 
tion. 


YOOTS 




THE BETTER HALF® By Glasbergen 


Industrial decline, among 
the severest in the post- 
socialist world, may not have 
ended. But several sectors 
seem to have turned the cor- 
ner and are in line to see 
growth, Mr. Shadman-Valavi 
said. 
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THE Daily Crossword by William Canine 


ACROSS 
f Mince 
5 Chanty 
9 Petty quarrel 
13 Underworld god 

15 Hearlfell 

16 Goddess of 

youth 

17 Vanguard 

18 Marquand sleuth 

19 Pre-med course 
abbr. 

20 Gold rush 
participant 

22 CpI 

23 Amazement 

24 French novelist 

25 Alarm signal 

28 — volente 

29 inner decay 
31 Competent 
34 Just average 
36 Restrain 

39 More brawny 
41 Broadcast 

43 Devoured 

44 Plane surface 
46 Difficult to pm 

down 


fi |2 13 14 
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Thursday’s puzzle solved 


II 



ai»1tew Smb, toe. 
Afi HUB tanK . . 


YOIRN 




L -He’a #1 at the 
bCKOffiOT 


HUDOLS 


WHAT you 
MIGHT CALL THAT 

movie cowboy. 


NUGHAT 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer: A 


“I had one boyfriend who was a very 
talented kisser. He knew how to 
breath through his ears!” 


Yesterday's 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: CHANT PLUSH RECTOR PREFIX 
Answer What a staircase mil make a teen-ager do 
when the phone rings — STEP ON fT 


Peanuts 



THIS 15 "" 

JULT FOURTH ■/( WHATEVER. 


Andy Capp 



47 Snarl 
49 160 

51 Feared insect 
53 Arlene or Roald 
55 Farrow of films 

58 Paddle 

59 America's Cup 
champ 

62 Catamount 

64 Put forth 

65 Tropical fruit 

66 Hebrew month 

67 Creeper 

68 Fur merchant 

69 Metallic element 

70 Actor Baldwin 

71 Execrate 


DOWN 

T Former labor 
leader 
2 Missile 


8 Casual in slyle 

9 — Na Na 

10 Rose Bowl 
champ 

11 Calculators 

12 Montana nver 

14 Elegance 
21 Loop 

26 Killer whale 

27 External layer 

28 Loss 

30 Pete or Billy 

31 TVsVigoda 

32 TV’s Arthur 

33 TVs David 
35 Spoken 

37 Ferrer Or Gibson 

38 Snoop 

40 Stopovers for 
travelers 

42 Store of hidden 



3 Goal 

4 Pursue game 

5 Let in 

6 Meteor shower 
members 

7 Apportion 


goods 

45 Claret or chianli 
4B Swiss City 

50 Beast of burden 

51 Tropical 
hummingbird 


52 King Fahd. lor 
one 

54 Victim of Cones 

55 Ray 

56 Metal lump 


57 Revere 

60 Janntngs ol old 
films 

61 Switch 
63 Bow 
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IN THIS LEAGUE , 
YOU'RE ASSESSED 
. BY TRIAL AND ) 
N TERROR t 


Mutt’n’ Jeff 



you said you 

FOUND IT -rtARD TD 
GET UP AMD GET GOING 
1 M THE MORNING/ r 






lion would be paid in five 
equal annual instalments with 
ffie first tranche to be paid by 
Dec. 6, 1995. The first uKtal-' 
ment would be interest free. 
The four subsequent ones, 
would be subject to interest 
at rates to be get by the 
central bank. 

The debt is owed to the 
government, which bought 
out commercial banks hold- ■ 
ings of the dubious loans in 
1992 

Opposition MPs have said 
the bill would and more than 
800 million dinars ($2.6 bil- 
lion — equivalent to half the 
annual state budget defidt — 
to the costs to the public 
purse of operating the debt 
programme. 

The government says its 
plan would add-240 qiiUion 
dinare ($800 million) in costs 
to public funds. 

Apart from forgiving bil- 
lions of dinars of original 
debt, the state already pays 
out hundreds of millions of 
dinars annually in interest to 
commercial banks on govern- 
ment bonds it issued to them . 
in the 1992 debt buyout. 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR SATUR- 
DAY, AUGUST 19, 1995 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 
19) You are abie to get the 
support you need for impor- 
tant projects from good 
friends who have the means. 
Then get busy later on at 
those tasks ahead of you and 
complete them quickly. 


■TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Contact individuals who 
will help you make your 
‘property more valuable and 
comfortable. See how to add 
to present income appereri- 
ably in an ethical fashion. 
Spend tonight with friends. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) Talking over some prob- 

I lems with a person who : 
thinks differently from you 
■ this morning' rwill .help you 
■solve them quickly.' Km help 
you with some task that is 
most boring for you. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) If you waste too 
much time worrying about a 
problem this morning, you 
are not going to accomplish 
very much, so toss it aside for 
now. Tomorrow the right 
solution comes to you. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) 
■Talk over that new project 
with a friend and then see 
about getting the financial 
backing you need for it this 
evening. Forget social life, 
since little or nothing would 
come of it. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Study that 
public problem well before 
you try to handle it today. 
Show that you are not a 
superficial person. Others are 
depending on you to get the 
work done well and without 
fail. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) You have in- 
spired ideas about how to put 
new life into old projects that 
will make them successful in- 
stead of discouraging fai- 
lures. Information from one 
overseas can be helpful. 

SCORPIO: .(October 23 to 
November 21) Plans must be 
well worked out today if you- 
want to handle responsibili- 
ties satisfactorily. Don't rely 
on advisors since they are 
busy. Come to your own con- 
clusions. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
-4 to December 21) Pay 
attention to the ideas of an 
associate and do not look to 
big wigs to do more for you. 
bpend this evening with peo- 
pte who have the same mind 

hLntT y ° U and ran lend a 


(December 22 
is an id eal ■ 

day to attend to tasks that 
“"S' y° u can handle properly 
do so in a dever and 
ingenious way, expressing 
some particular talf n f“hat 
yon have is also good 


frWU, 

QUARIUS: (January 21 to 
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thevRWHr oser 35 well as 
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wse tins evening. 
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By Thomas S. Pierson. 
Astrologer. Carroll Righter* 
Foundation 
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A review § 
of economic news 1 

from tbc Arabic press! 

APC chief 
outlines 
future plans 

** ARAB POTASH Com- 
pany l APC) Chairman AJi 
Ensour expects potash sales 
to reach S160 million this 
year. Addressing members of 
the Amman Rotary Club, 
Mr . Ensour said the company 
would soon be announcing 
tenders to set up a plant to 
produce “pure industrial 
potash.” He added that it was 
probably to complement this 
drive by entering into some 
of these secondary industries, 
such as potassium carbonate 
and potassium hydroxide, by 
the beginning of next cen- 
tury. 

Mr. Ensour said that other 
plans include expanding the 
areas of salt pans. Expected 
for completion in 1997 the 
expansion would provide 
additional raw materials to 
produce about two million 
tonnes of potash. Another 
industry to be carried out 
with the participation of the 
Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Company, rhe Social Security 
Corporation, the Jordan In- 
vestment Corporation and 
other investors, aims at pro- 
ducing industrial salt and 
table salt in 1996. With about 
14 million tonnes of sodium 
chloride (table salt) 
sedimenting annually at the 
potash pans, the project en- 
tails refining a portion of this 
salt at a cost of $20 million 
and exporting 1 .2 million ton- 
nes of it for industrial uses 
while marketing 31.000 ton- 
nes locally and in Arab mar- 
' kets as pure table salt. 

The APC chief revealed 
that an experimental plant to 
produce magnisium oxide 
had been recently completed 
and he expected to begin 
implementing this project in 
early 19%. Noting that mag- 
nesium oxide is used in 
manufacturing fire bricks at 
steel furxiances, Mr. Ensour 
said the Jordanian product 
would be of high standard 
due to the good quality of 
magnesium salt and limes- 
tone available at the potash 
pans and in the area. He said 
that latest studies pointed out 
that the project would be 
extremely feasible and that 
production of 50.000 tonnes 
of magnesium oxide and ab- 
out 10,000 tonnes of other 
magnesium products each 
year, is expected by 1999, at a 
cost of $90 million. 

Studies have also showed 
excellent feasibility to set a 
project to produce 50,000 
tonnes of bromine and other 
related derivatives, the APC 
head said, adding that discus- 
sions were srill going on with 
foreign parries on obtaining 
the complicated technology 
and the necessary market for 
this industry which requires a 
$150 million investment. 

Another promising project 
that would complement the 
fertiliser industry in Jordan 
would be a potassium sul- 
phate and calcium bi- 
phospahte scheme. Mr. En- 
sour said. He explained that 
this project aims at producing 

75,000 tonnes a year of potas- 
sium sulphate fertiliser wide- 
ly used in the Arab region 
from localiv-avaiiable raw 
materials of potassium and 
sulphuric acid. From the che- 
mical reaction of these two 
products hydrochloric add is 
produced and can be twined 
into calcium bi-phospabte, 
used in fodder. The project, 
to be announced in a tender 
later this year, is expected to 
cost $75 million and to start 
production in 1999. 

Future projects also in- 
clude produdng 300.000 ton- 
nes of compound fertiliser for 
export to the Japanese mar- 
ket by using localiy-available 
raw material and ammonia to 
be imported from Arab Gulf 
countries. This Jordanian- 
japanese joint venture, is ex- 
pected to begin production in 
1997. 

Mr. Ensour described the 
fertiliser sector as being the 
largest of Jordan's industrial 
structure and as being the 
basic economic engine that 
attracts local and foreign in- 
vestments. 

He nored that the fertiliser 
sector accounts for 50 per 
'cent of all Jordan's exports of 
goods and for 10 per cent of 
the gross domestic product 
(Al Aswaq) 


Amman Financial Market weathers fears over Iraq 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


j AMMAN — Turnover at the 
Jordanian stock exchange 
rose by more than two thirds 
this week and pnees edged up 
slightly despite political un- 
certainties over Iraq, one of 
the main market* for Jorda- 
nian products, following the 
defection of a high-ranking 
Iraqi official, brokers said. 

They said, however, that 
the market remained largely 
upbeat amid signs that Parlia- 
ment was nearing endorse- 
ment of several key 
economy-related laws that 
would liberalise the King- 
dom’s trade and investment 
policies. 


A Isti contributing to the 
optimistic mood in the mar- 
ket were reports that a new 
law on the stock market, the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM), as it is officially 
known, would open the door 
wide for foreign firms to 
come without bureaucratic 
delays. 

The weekly report of the 
market said turnover for the 
week ending Thursday was 
4.5 milion Jordanian dinars 
($6.3 million), up 73 per cent 
from the previous week’s 2.6 
million dinars ($3.64 mil- 
lion). Strong movements in 
Arab Bank stocks, which 
weighs heavily in the market, 
accounted for nearly one 
third of the turnover. 


The report said 2.2 million 
shares changed hands under 
2.8% contracts during the 
week, and the average" daily 
trading for the week was 

900.000 dinars — five days of 
trading — compared with 

700.000 dinars in the previous 
week, when the market oper- 
ated for only four days be- 
cause of a public holiday. 

Industrial stock accounted 
for 2.8 million dinars, or 46.3 
^)cr cent, of (he weekly 
volume, followed by com- 
mercial hanks with 1.44 mil- 
lion dinars, or 32.1 per cent, 
the service* sectors 93U.U0U 
dinars, or 20.7 per cent, and 
insurance firms with 40.000 
dinars or 0.9 per cent. 

The official AFM share 
pnee index based on 6U ma- 


jor companies from among 
the 120 listed in the market 
closed at 155.54 points, up 
0.9 points — U.6 per cent — 
for the week. 

Commercial bank shares 
gained l.o per cent and ser- 
vices sector stocks closed U.U5 
per cent higher. Insurance 
stocks shed 0.9 per cent and 
industrial shares dipped hy 
1.1 per cent. 

The AFM report said 
stocks of 89 companies were 
traded during the week, with 
24 of them gaining. 52 closing 
with losses and the rest (13} 
remaining unchanged. 

Brokers said the defection 
to Jordan last week of two 
daughters of President Sad- 
dam Hussein along with their 


U.S. ambassador says 
Mideast bank consensus near 


RABAT (R) — The U.S. 
ambassador to Morocco says 
Washington hopes a political 
decision will be reached on 
the shape of a $5 billion 
Middle East bank to finance 
projects in the region before 
an October economic summit 
in Amman. 

Marc Ginsberg told repor- 
ters Thursday that the estab- 
lishment of a charter for the 
proposed bank still faced hur- 
dles although there had been 
progress after a series of 
negotiations among potential 
donors. 

’’Consensus on how the 
bank should be funded has to 
be developed but there is 
now consensus on how it 
should work," Mr. Ginsberg 


said. 

’’There has been opposi- 
tion. Germany has strong 
opposition to this bank- 
.. but we believe a consensus 
is evolving to have this bank 
established. We hope to 
reach a political agreement 
before the Amman summit,” 
he added. 

Mr. Ginsberg said Ger- 
many was worried about the 
size of the contribution it 
would be asked to make. 
Other European countries 
have argued that there are 
enough lending bodies serv- 
ing the region. 

’’America is determined to 
push forward to get consen- 
sus before Amman to get the 
new bank, notwithstanding 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar al midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One U.S- dollar 


One Sterling 


1 .3570610 

Canadian dollar 

1.4760/70 

Dcutschcmarks 

1 .6520/30 

Dutch guilders 

1.2230/40 

Swiss francs 

30.33/37 ' 

Belgian francs 

5.0532/82 . 

French francs 

1621 .2/2.2 

Italian lire 

97.IW29 

Japanese yen 

7.3350/50 

Swedish crowns 

6.4610/60 

Norwegian crowns 

5.7180/30 

Danish crowns 

1. 5448/58 

U.S. dollar 

$384.65/385.05 

U.S. dollars 


reasonable questions,” Mr. 
Ginsberg said. 

Washington, backed by 
Israel and most of its Arab 
neighbours, has supported 
the creation of a bank to 
finance projects on u regional 
level. Oil-producing Arab 
Gulf states objected initially, 
fearing they would be asked 
to contribute the lion’s share 
of funds that would benefit 
Israel more than the Arabs. 

Mr. Ginsberg said the bank 


would give preference to 
funding infrastructure pro- 
jects in Palestinian self-rule 
areas. 

A committee set up at the 
Casablanca summit and com- 
prising the United States. 
Russia, the European Union. 
Japan. Canada, Egypt, the 
Palestinian Authority, 
Morocco, Tunis and Israel 
will meet in Madrid on Sept. 
14 to finalise the bank’s char- 
ier. 


Casino du Liban to get a 
multi-million dollar facelift 


BEIRUT (AFPj — British, 
Italian, Saudi and Lebanese 
firms are investigating $35 
million into the restoration of 
the w:.r-baucred Casino du 
Lihan. where renovations 
were officially launched Fri- 
day. 

Officials here hope that the 
reopening of the casino in the 
first half of 1996 will contri- 
bute to a nationwide effort to 
revive the Lebanese economy 
and tourism, which bore the 
brunt of the 1975-1990 civil 
war. 

Casino du Liban chairman 
Habib Lteif believes the casi- 
no will once again be the 
I meeting place of the interna- 
■.rional- jet -sec and' attract 
lihousandS of tourists, includ- 
ing Israelis, in an era of 
Arab- Israeli peace. 

The casino was inuugu- 
I rated in 1959 following a de- 
cision by the late President 
Camille Chamoun to ban 
gambling in hotels through- 
out rhe country and grant it 
the monopoly. 


With its numerous gaming 
rooms and concert halls ft 
soon became one of the most 
prestigious casinos in the 
Middle East and a favourite 
spot for tourists who came os 
far away as Japan and the 
United States. 

Lebanese President Elias 
Hrawi inaugurated Friday 
work on the casino overlook- 
ing the bay of MaameUein. in 
a Christian area of Lebanon 
30 kilometres north of 
Beirut. 

The face-lift will involve 
refurbishing and expanding 
the casino's gaming rooms, 
concert halls and" six res- 
taurants as well as building a 
luxury "hoter with "a J0O-1SC 
bed capacity and a 600-place 
car park. 

The consortium chosen for 
the work includes the 
Lebanese-Saudi-Italian com- 
pany al Mabani. Italy’s Im- 
pregilo Genera! Contractors 
Co. and the Anglo- Lebanese 
group London Club 
International-Albert Abela. 
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husbands, one of them a 
minister and close confidant 
of the president, had a strong 
impact on the market in the 
first two days of this week, 
when companies with strong 
export links to Iraq suffered 
in the stock market. 

’’But as it appeared that 
the incident would not neces- 
sarily affect Jordanian- Iraqi 
relations, the situation slowly 
siabiised." said a broker, 
who. like other AFM dealers, 
cannot be identified by name 
under standing regulation. 

However, skepticism con- 


tinued to influence the mar- 
ket. said the broker. 

"People are waiting to >ee 
how the defections are going 
to pan out.” according to the 
broker. 

Ac the same time, specula- 
tors also took advantage of 
the debate in parliament on 

economy-related laws, in- 
cluding a liberal investment 
promotion law, a new com- 
panies laws and an income 
tax law, that are seen as key 
to Jordan’s efforts to attract 
foreign investment. 

Another factor that influ- 


enced the market was 
“leak” rhat a new arjft 
on the workings of the Ar: 
voukl allow foreign firms t 
enter (he bourse with min 
mum limitations on trad::i 
and transfer of capital an 
profits. 

“Local investors are fed u 
with similar faces.” sa; 
another AFM dealer. "The 
would like to see foreig 
money coming into the ma? 
ket. Once prospects of fora 
ign capital show ihemselvc 
well, there will be massiv 
local interest.” 


GENERAL ACCIDENT INSURANCE 


A UK - based international insurer operating in over 45 countries 
around the world has openings within their UAE operation. For 
the right candidates the jobs offer potential for career 
progression. 

We are looking for highly motivated, career oriented candidates 
who meet the following criteria:- 
* Good academic background. 

‘Good command of both written and spoken English, Arabic will be an 
added advantage. 

UNDERWRITING PERSONNEL 

"At least five years experience in non life underwriting and 
claims. Knowledge of risk assessment, rating and policy terms 
absolutely essential. Understanding of the factors of profitability 
and portfolio analysis and an internationally recognised 
professional qualification will be an added advantage 

BRANCH MANAGER - ABU DHABI 

"At least ten years experience in all areas indicated above. 
Additionally, the candidate must possess excellent marketing 
and interpersonal skills and an internationally recognisec 
insurance qualification. 

SYSTEMS ANALYST 

*At least seven years experience in systems development 
environments, preferably in the insurance industry. Programming 
experience in COBOL, data base languages essential 
Knowledge of UNIX administration Lotus, word processing. 
Harvard Graphics, will be an added advantage. 

Interested candidates should please forward their detailed 
curriculum vitae along with a recent photograph within 
10 days to : 

MANAGER FOR THE MIDDLE EAST 
GENERAL ACCIDENT INSURANCE CO. 

P.O. BOX 7017, DUBAI, UAE 
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Sautin leads European 
ringboard semifinal qualifiers 


VIENNA (Agencies) — 


World highboard champion 
Dmitry Sautin led qualifiers 


Dmitry Sautin led qualifiers 
into the men's three-metre 
springboard diving- semifinal 
at the European Swimming 
Championships on Friday. 

Sautin overhauled Italy's 
Davide Lorenzini with the 
last of his six voluntary dives, 
a reverse l-'/t: somersaults 
with 3- Vi twists which earned 
. him 77.22 points, the highest 
1 mark of the round. 

Sautin, who won the high- 
| board gold and three-metre 
; springboard silver at both the 
1993 European and 1994 
World Championships, amas- 
; sed an aggregate 388.05 
: points. 

1 ' Lorenzini, 1991 European 
bronze medallist, was second 
with 380.55 points and de- 
' fending champion Jan Hem- 
' pel of Germany was third 
I with 375.69. 

; ' Points from the morning 
session, which reduced the 
f field from 26 to 18. were 
! being carried forward into 
1 the semifinal of five compul- 
sory dives. Twelve divers will 
' contest Saturday's final. 

The first title of the 22nd 
European Championships 
was being decided in the 
' women's three-metre spring- 
1 board final later on Friday, 
before the men's springboard 
semifinal. 

! The men’s and women’s 
' water polo tournaments got 
1 under way on Friday and 
synchronised swimming was 
1 continuing with the duet 
technical programme. 

The main swimming events 
in the Stadionbad begin next 
i uesday. 

Officials warn 
about doping 


Court in Lausanne which 
allowed the 21-year-old 
swimmer to compete until a 
decision is reached. 

He was fifth in the 200- 
metre individual medley race 
at the 1993 European cham- 
pionships. 

In Thursday's competition, 
Claudia Bockner of Germany 
led after the semifinals of the 
women’s 3-metre spring- 
board. The field was cut to 12 
for the Friday's final round. 

Also, defending champion 
Olga Sedakova of Russia 
held the lead after the tech- 
nical portion of the solo syn- 
chronised swimming event. 

The major focus of the 
championships will be the 
swimming events which begin 
next Tuesday. 

Franzisca. van Almsick. the 
17-year-old German, is a 
favourite in seven freestyle 
and relay events. 

The championships are ex- 
pected to be a comparison 
opportunity for European 
swimmers, measuring their 
performances against the 
Americans and Australians at 
the Pan Pacific Cham- 
pionships last week. 

Doping was a major issue 
at the Pan Pacifies, where the 
Chinese were barred because 
of the controversy over their- 
training programme and be- 
lief by some of a system-wide 
problem. 

Kieren Perkins, the Au- 
stralian gold medallist and 
multiple world record-holder 
speaking in Sydnev. Austra- 
lia. Thursday, called for man- 
datory testing of all Olympic 



F rnnrkka van Almsick 


competitors. 

He criticised the interna- 
tional authorities for not 


doing, enough to stop the use 
of drugs, potentially en- 


of drugs, potentially en- 
dangering the future of the 
sport. 

“It is time somebody took 
a stand because FINA is 
.doing nothing about it,*' Per- 
kins said. 

LEN, the European gov- 
erning body of swimming, 
expressing concern about the 


war situation in the Balkans, 
decided Wednesday against 
holding European water polo 
events in Croatia and Yugos- 
lavia. 

In another policy-changing 
move it allowed the former 
Yugoslav Republic of Mace- 
donia to participate in the 
championships. Yugoslavia 
which was not allowed to 


compete two years ago in 
Sheffield. England, has been 


readmitted. 


Two doping cases sounded 
e warning to swimmers as the 
European Championships. 

Anne Chagnaud. the 
French European title holder 
in the 25 kilometres was bar- 
red from competing in Vien- 
na having tested positive in 
January this year after a 
marathon race in Tapes, Bra- 

Zii. 

Chagnaud tested positive 
for the drug etilefrine and 


Swimming- Federation. • • ’ 

The derision was upheld 
this week in spite of a pardon 
plea to the IOC Arbitration 
Court in Lausanne, Switzer- 
land. 

Finland’s Petteri 
Lehtinen’s two-year ban for 
testing positive for salbutanol 
was suspended. The Finn 
approached the Arbitration 
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Russian Dmitry Sautin, performing a 3 Vz three metre springboard diving semifinal 
somersault, leads qualifiers into the men’s (AFP photo) 


Curiosity surrounding Tyson 


carries non-title bout 


LAS VEGAS (AP) — It’s 
not a Leonard-Hagler or an 
Ali-Holmes. As a boxing 
match, it doesn't even come 
close to matching the two 
bouts between Riddick Bowe 
and Evander Holyfield. 

But it is Mike Tyson, and 
that's reason enough for 
Saturday's fight with Peter 
McNeeley to qualify as one of 
this boxing capital's biggest 
events. 

“Even the people who 
don't care about boxing are 
talking boxing this week." 
said Marc Ratner. executive 
director of the Nevade State 
Athletic Commission. “No- 
body's talking about the fight 
itself. There's just a big 
curiosity factor about Mike 
Tyson.’’ 

From the chatter around 
the sports book windows on 
the Las Vegas strip to the 
MGM Grand Hotel, where 
people mill around hoping 
for a glimpse of Tyson, 
there's an aura of excitement 
in the air for the fight. 

The anticipation over 
Tyson’s return is reflected in 
the celebrity list for the fight, 
which includes the likes of 
Hollywood actors Jim Carey, 
Arnold Schwarzenegger and 


Eddie Murphy, American 
comedian and TV star Jerry 
Seinfeld and basketball all- 
star Shaquille O'NeaJ. 

Even the most expensive 
fight ticket in the city's his- 
tory — $1,500 for anything 
close to ringside — hasn’t 
discouraged hotels from 
bringing in their high rolling 
gamblers for the bout. 


In the dog days of summer, 
the fight has given a boost to 
the city at a rime when casino 
'business is generally slow.' 

"It's an excuse for people 
to come to town, so they can 
see Mike Tyson," said one 
casino executive. “No one 
really cares about the fight. 
It’s an event, not a fight." 

Tickets for the fight were 
still available Thursday., 
although the cheapest seats at 
S200 each where all sold out. 

Hotel officials and promo- 
ter Don King were vague on 
just how many rickets were 
sold, with Mr. King saying 
about 1,000 seats remained 
for sale in the 16,000-seat 
arena. If the arena sells out, 
the promotion will realise a 
$15 million live gate. 


“The ticket 'prices are 
absurd." rival promoter Bob 


Arum said. “Hagler-Leonard 
was only $700 for the best 
seat. The Tyson-Holyfield 
fight was $1,000 and it sold 
out the first week before it 
was cancelled." 

Tyson’s previous com- 
eback, in his first tight after 
losing the heavyweight title 
to James "Buster" Douglas, 
nearly sold out at Caesars 
Palace with Henry Tillman as 
his opponent. 

“We did very well on that 
fight," said Caesars executive 
Rich Rose. “But. we had 
much more reasonable ticket 
prices." 

The pay-per-view televi- 
sion sales in the United 
States, at prices ranging from 
$39,95 to $49.95 per home, 
are also .expected ' to be 
strong, although few believe 
the fight will top the 
Foreman-Holyfield bout as 
the biggest pay-per-view sel- 
ler in America. 

But there's no lack of 
media Interest, with some 
1,100 media types 
credent ialed for the bout. 
About 400 of those will watch 
the fight from the press room 
because there is not enough 
room in the arena for them. 

Bettors also are interested. 


even though Tyson is a huge 
favourite. 

At the sports book at the 
Mirage hotel-casino, book 
manager Jimmy Vaccaro said 
the fight has been the talk of 
bettors all week. 


Tyson is a 17-1 favourite, 
but bettors can wager on 
whether or not the fight will 
last 2Vi rounds or on the 
chances of either Tyson or 
McNeeley being knocked 
down in the first round. 

"The feeling here is anti- 
cipation of him coming 
back," Mr. Vaccaro said. 
"It’s not like it's a question of 
whether he’s a great fighter, 
but everyone has their own 
opinion on how'he 'will look. 
There is definite interest in 
this fight." 

Mr. Vaccaro said most of 
the early money has been on 
McNeeley, but not necessari- 
ly because he’s given much of 
a fighter. 


"You don't hear anything 
about whether McNeeley is 
any good, but whether Tyson 
still has his riming,” Mr. Vac- 
caro said. “They want to 
blow their money, but they 
want to blow it on 
McNeeley." 
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Lure of real gold works its magic 


ZURICH, Switzerland (AP) 
— There's nothing like real 
gold to inspire the stars of 
'track and field. 

In a meet featuring an all- 
star lineup of 23 world cham- 
pions, distance runners Haile 
Gebrselassie of Ethiopia and 
Moses Kiptanoi of Kenya 
smashed world records — 
and earned $50,000 and a 
one-kilo bar of gold in the 
process. 

Just three days after the 
dose of the world cham- 
pionships in Goteborg, 
Sweden, the Zurich Weft- 
klasse strengthened its daim 
Wedn esday to being the most 
lucrative meet in the sport. 

“It’s only possible with a $5 
million budget, of which $3 
million is for the athletes,” 
said Weltklasse organiser 
Andreas Brugger. “It is the 
golden four story and the 
gold bar story. It means the 
best athletes in the world." 

In a sport which has long 
agonised over professional- 
ism and prize fees, the Grand 
Prix meets in Oslo, Zurich, 
Brussels and Berlin have 
grouped together as the “gol- 
den four,” backed by heavy- 
sponsorship and television 
rights. 

In addition to first-prize 
money of $7,000 and record 
bonuses at the individual 
meets, winners of any one 
disdpline at all four events 
share 20 one-kilo gold bars 
between them. It’s a dever 
marketing ploy which seems 
to work. 


With the help of painkillers 
to treat a leg injury that 
left him sprawling in agony 
on the track in Goteborg, 
British Olympic champion 
Linford Christie staged a re- 
markable comeback Wednes- 
day night. He won the 100 
metres in 10.04 seconds 
ahead of Canada’s Donovan 
Bailey, the champion in 
Goteborg. .. - 


Although uncertain for the 
Britain-vs. -United States 
competition in Gateshead, 
England, next Monday, 
Christie indicated he was still 
considering taking part in the 
Brussels “Golden four” meet 
next Friday. He won the 100 
in Oslo earlier this season. 

“I want to go to Gateshead 
but my priority is to be fit. 
I'm going to pick and choose 
my races very carefully," the 
35-year-old Christie .said, 
while insisting he wasn’t in- 
terested in the financial re- 
wards. 

“I ran because I want to 
run. I don't run for mo hey. 
It’s a week too. late and at the 
end of the day Donovan 
Bailey is the world cham- 
pion,” he said. 


Buoyed by his success and 
the chance to disprove “has- 
been” newspaper headlines, 
Christie rolled back from de- 
clarations that he would quit 
competition this -year. 
However, he reiterated that 
he has no plans to defend his 
Olympic title in Atlanta next 


At the other end of the 
age-scale, 22-year-old Gebr- 
selassie vowed to go for a 
5,000-10,000 double in Atlan- 
ta to complement the world 
records he now holds in both 
disciplines. 

In the most spectacular 
performance of the Zurich 
meet, Gebrselassie shattered 
Kenyan rival Kiptanui’s two- 
month-old 5,000 record by 
nearly 11 s econds . 

Gebrselassie docked a sen- 
sational 12 minutes, 44.39 
seconds — a time which sur- 
prised himself as much as 
anyone else.. 

Kiptanui immediately 
.vowed to regain the record, 
but it will be tough. 

“Kiptanui is strong. But 
this record can only be 
broken by a man, not a 
machine," Gebrselassie said. 

The Ethiopian angered his 
federation by refusing to race 
the 5,000 in Goteborg, set- 
tling just for the 10,000 to 
allow him to save his energies 
for Zurich. 

While Kiptanui lost one 
record, he gained another as 
he became the first man to 
break the eight-minute bar-' 
rier in the 3,000-metre stee- 
plechase with a time of 
7:59.18. 


SKi you £ running, you 
should have a plan what 

the Weltklasse for a woHd 
record played a role m the 

smiled knowing- 
ly. 

But he made it dear t ha t 
cash was pre fera ble » otter 
incentives offered — “Ice 
race horse be was given for 
his 5,000 world record in 
Rome two months ago. 

“I hear it’s getting fat in 
the stable," he shrugged- 
“Maybe HI go out running 
with it when I get home- 

Kiptanui is expected to 
challenge Noureddine Mor- 

celi’s 3 , 000 -metre world re- 
cord of 7:25.11 when the 
season continues with the 
Grand Prix meet in Cologne, 
Germany, on Friday. 

Kiptanui set the 3,000 re-, 
cord once before in Cologne, 
in 1992. He went on to shat- 
ter the 3,000 steeplechase re- 
cord three days later _ in 
Zurich. Now he is hoping 
repeat the sequence in re- 
verse order. „ 


Kiptanui had been on 
course to break the record 
. last week in Goteborg but 
slowed down in the final 200 
metres because he wanted to 
set the mark in Zurich. 

“I decided to do one thing 


Several other world cham- 
pions are set to complete in 
Cologne: Bailey, Allen John- 
son (110 hurdlfcs), Wilson 
Kipketer (800) and Derrick 
Adkins (400 franfies)- Meriene 
Ottey and Gwen Torrence 
are expected to clash again in 
the women's 200. 


Massive challenge awaits Schumacher 


LONDON (R) — A massive 
challenge awaits Michael 
Schumacher at Ferrari next 
season when he tries to deliv- 
er the Italian team's first driv- 
ers’ world title since 1979. 

The German defending 
world champion acknow- 
ledged the size of his task 
after Ferrari announced on 
Wednesday he would be join- 
ing them from Benetton. 

Schumacher, at 26 not only 
the youngest man to have 
won die championship but 
also the first German, will 
have to succeed where such 
men as Briton Nigel Mansell 
and Frenchman Alain Prost 
have failed. 

Mansell eventually re- 
turned to Williams to win his 
solitary world title in 1992, : 
while Prost, after three sue- , 
cesses with McLaren, sub-" 
ceeded the Englishman when 
.he won bis fourth title with 
Williams in 1993- Both ar- 
rived on a wave of euphoria, 
but left under a cloud: 

“I am sure Damon (FEU) 
will be the favourite to win 
the championship next year," 
said Schumacher at Silver- 
stone during testing with Be- 
netton on Wednesday. 

“He will have the best car, 
but I accept that. For me. the 
attraction of Ferrari is as 
much the challenge as it is t(ie 
traditions and history of the 
team." 

Schumacher's move from 
Benetton caused many raised 
eyebrows among the Formula 
One fraternity. Having won 
the team's first driver's title 
in 1994, he seems poised to 
repeat that success this 1 year 
and placed in a strong posi- 
tion to go for a potential 
hat-trick in 1996. 

But instead of staying, he 
seems to have traded his 
ambitions to win races and 
championships for the 
longer-term challenge of re- 


viving Ferrari and the ob- 
vious short-term attraction of 
a massive financial package. 

Some sources have sug- 
gested he will earn as much as 
$30 million in the first year 
alone. 

Despite his sincerity in ex- 
plaining that he was moving 
to Ferrari because of the 
challenge, most cynics have 
found it hard to accept any 
other theory than that which 
suggest financial considera- 
tions have triumphed over 
sporting ambitions. 

Schumacher’s background 
— he is the son of a brick- 
layer — and. his npbringing 
were characterised by econo- 
mic prudence at home and in 
his early racing career and it . 
is certain that he and his 
manager WQli Weber are de- 
lighted to have completed a 
move to FI’s most famous ' 
team. 

His greatest rival, Britain's . 
Hill, whose 1996 contract at 
Williams was also confirmed 
on Wednesday, may not have 
negotiated as big a pay day as 
Schumacher,'" but looks 
assured of starting 1996 as the 
title favourite. 

His team mate at Williams 
will be Canadian Jacques Vil- 
leneuve, this year’s winner of 
the Indianapolis 500 and 
favourite to win the Indycar 
World Series drivers’ title, 
who will replace another Bri- 
ton, David Coulthard. 

Schumacher's place at Be- 
netton will be taken by 
Frenchman Jean Alesi, who 
is leaving Ferrari at the end 
of the year, a move con- 
firmed in the third of the 
three major announcements 
on Wednesday. 

After five unpredictable 
years at Ferrari, which have 
produced only one win so far, 
AJesi may find the discipline 
and professionism of Benet- 
ton a more suitable environ- 



Michael Schumacher 


ment for his temperamental 
talents. 

Equipped with a Benetton 
car powered by the standard- 
setting Renault Vio engine 
which has carried Schu- 
macher to such success this 
year, Alesi should be capable 
of mounting a serious title 
challenge. Only Hill, also po- 
wered by the Renault Vio, 
appears to have the package 
and the experience to match 
him. 

Schumacher may find that 
Ferrari’s plans to switch from 
a V12 engine to a Vio next 
year will hamper his and the 
team's initial progress and 
leave him, like Mansell and 
Prost, frustrated. 


Much may depend on the 
future decision to be taken by 
Austrian 'Gerhard Berger, 
who has been Alesi’s team 
mate for the last two years. 

He is understood to have 
the choice of staying with the 
Italian team as Schumacher's 
partner or moving back to 
McLaren as the experienced 
man needed by engine sup- 
pliers Mercedes-Benz. 

Berger’s decision will also 
affected the future of Coul- 
thard, who could either re- 
place him at Ferrari if local 
favourite Nicola Lorini does 
not get the job or move to 
McLaren himself as Finn 
Mika Hakkinen’s team mate 
if Berger decides to stay. 


Top woman mountaineer feared dead with 6 climbers 


LONDON (AP) — Hardly 
resting after becoming the 
first woman to climb Mount 
Everest alone and without 
canying oxygen, Alison Har- 
greaves took on a Himalayan 
peak feared as a killer. 

Though fearing the worst. 
Jim Ballard said Thursday he 
had not 'given up hope that 
his wife survived Sunday's 
avalanche in which seven clim- 
bers were reported missing 
on ‘K-2, in Pakistan’s Kara- 
korum Range. 

“We shouldn't grieve." 
Ballard said. “She was 
actually where she wanted to. 
be. She had climbed the 
mountain. She was the first 
woman to climb Everest and 
K-2 without supplementary 
oxygen and she was on her 
way down. 

“At least inside she would 


have had the happiness of 
reaching the summit," he 
said. 

Among the others feared 
dead were American Rob 
Slater, Jeff Lakes of Canada, 
and two Spaniards, said Nazir 
Sabir; an organiser of one of 
the expenditions. He said one 
body had been found but that 
identities of the missing were’ 
not expected until a member 
of the party reached the 
mountain town of Skardu, 
probably on Saturday. 

“There are very little de- 
tails, only that one of the 
bodies was found near Camp 
2 >and buried. There was no 
name or anything," Mr. Sabir 
said. 

U.S. embassy officials in 
Islamabad confirmed that Sla- 
ter was missing, along with at 
least four others. 


Mr. Sabic, contacted 
Wednesday by telephone in 
Skardu, said five to seven 
climbers were caught in an 
avalanche somewhere above 
the 8,000-metre mark of the 
8,560-metre peak. 

Tn May, Hargreaves, 33, 
entered the record books by 
reaching the top of the 8,847- 
metre Everest alone and 
without caorying oxygen. 

She briefly returned to her 
husband and two small chil- 
dren at their home in Spean 
Bridge, Scotland, then 
headed back to “the roof of 
the world" to tackle K-2. She 
wanted to go on to the third- 
highest peak — India's Kan- 
chenjunga — this year. 

In a BBC interview shortly 
before she left, Hargreaves 
pointed out that K-2’s is 
known as a “killer mountain" 


because it attracts very bad 
storms. 

“When we go climbing we 
obviously minimise the risks 
and if we thought it was that 
nsky we wouldn't go climb- 
ing, she said. “Anybody 
who went off thinking that 
there was a very high chance 
they wouldn t come back — 
it s a very unfair thing to do 
especially with a young fami- 

The only other British 
woman to have stood on the 
summit of K-2 was Julie Tul- 

,s ™ 19 86. but she did riot 
survive the descent * 

. I J^i^ e . en re hearsing this 
dreadful day f or neari 1Q 

years, Mr. Ballard told BBC 
Radio. He said he was plan- 
ning to tel) Tom, 6 and Kate, 

.that their mother might not 
6e coming back. 
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and Issam Al.HanbaU 
The theatre doses on Monday 
Performances start at 8:30 p.m 


(Ahlan Tatbee’) 
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, Juventus, AC Milan resume bitter rivalry for title 8 American gymnasts trying to 

(AP \~ Dc ‘ ‘iuicWy proclaimed he had ^ *»»J Abel Baiba , jrx _ _ , . . 
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MILAN, Italy (AP) — De- 
fending champion Juventus 
of Turin and AC Milan may 
be commercial partners but 
they are not ahout to strike 
any deals over the next Ita- 
lian league title. 

Italy's two most successful 
and popular club* recently 
signed a commercial joint 
venture for merchandising 
and television rights, drawing 
the attention of Italy's anti- 
trust authority. 

But on the field, the clubs 
will continue their traditional 
bitter rivalry as the Italian 
first division season kicks off 
Aug. 27. 

Former Premier Silvio Ber- 
lusconi. the TV magnate and 
AC Miland president, spent 
about 40 billion lire (S25 mil- 
lion J to sign new players and 
strengthen the team which 
last season lost both its 
league title and European 
Champions Cup ritles. 

With newly acquired 
Roberto Baggio. Paulo Futre 
and George Weah teaming, 
up front with Dejan Su vice vie 
and Marco Simone, offensive 
potential will not be lacking 
for Milan. 

"This is a team built for 
entertaining the fans with 
spectacular, offemsve play — 
and for winning the next 
league tirle and 'the UEFA 
Cup." Mr. Berlusconi said. 

AC Milan, which finished 
fourth last season after three 
consecutive league crowns, 
lost its berth in the cham- 
pions cup to Juvemus and 
will compete in the less pre- 
stigious UEFA Cup. 

Baggio's S !9-mitlion move 
from Juvemus to Milan has 
been the most expensive 
transfer of the year. 

The World Cup hero, 
whose career has been 
slowed by recurrent knee 
problems, left Juventus reluc- 
tantly in a contract dispute. 

Once at AC Milan. Baggio 


quickly proclaimed he had 
joined," the strongest Italian 
team which is going to win 
the next league title." 

"Milan's offense is going iu 
cause headaches tor all rival 
defenses." Baggio said. 

AC Milan will have tu test 
.t new defensive strategy as 
captain-Mveeper Franco 
Barcsi is again and the all- 
offense tactics favoured by 
Mr. Berlusconi — not fully 
shared by coach Fabio C’apcl- 
lo — could make Milan's 
midfield and defense more 
vulnerable. 

Auto tycoon Giovanni 
Agnelli, who owns Juvemus. 
rcgTctted the departure of 
Baggio, the player he once 
called the Raphael of .soccer. 
However. Mr. Agnelli added 
he expected Baggio's replace- 
ment. Alessandro de Piero, 
ro pick up where ihe pony- 
tailed striker left oiT. 

Del Piero, who produced 
outstanding performances for 
La Juvc last season during 
Baggio's two-month absence 
due to a knee injury, is ex- 
pected to become Baggio's 
successor also on the Italian 
national team 

**I liked seeing the 
'scudeitu* 1‘championship 
iabel) back on our jerseys 
and ! would dare ask for an 
encore." Mr. Agnelli said. 

Juventus won its 2 3rd 
league title following an 
eight-year drought. 

La Juve will again rely on 
strikers Gianiuca Vialh and 
Fabri/ro Ravanelli and Portu- 
guese midfielder Paulo 
Sousa, the key players in lust 
season’s title race. 

Juvemus initially will have 
to do without newly signed 
Italian international Attilio 
Lombardo, who broke an 
ankle earlier this month. 

Rehearsing for their league 
duel, AC Milan and Juvemus 
play a much-awaited final of 
the Luigi Berlusconi trophy 



Roberto Baggio’s $19-miUIon move Cram Juventus to 
Milan has been the most expensive transfer of the year 
(AFP photo) 


at Milan San Sim Stadium 
Friday nighi. 

While Juventus and Milan 
are nearly everybody’s top 
choices, they do no! have an 
exclusive hold on the pre- 
season honours. 

UEFA Cup champion Par- 
ma. whu-h signed Bulgarian 
striker Hrislo Stoichkov from 
Barcelona to add to Swedish 
forward Thomas Brulin and 
resigned Colombian star 
Faustina Aspnlla. could be a 
threat. 

Parma was impressive in 
pre-season tournaments in 
New York and Canada, with 
Stoichkov and Italian inter- 


national Gi.uit ranco Zola 
producing goals and enter- 
taining play. 

Lazio, Roma, Fiurmtina 
and Inter all have the poten- 
tial to mount a title chal- 
lenge. 

Lazio, tied I or second with 
Parma last season, has re- 
tained star sinkers Giuseppe 
Signori and Alen Boksic 
while selling English midfiel- 
der Paul Gascoigne to Glas- 
gow Rangers. 

Roma improved its offense 
by adding Italian centre- 
forward Marco Branca from 
Parma, adding to its Latin 
American duo of Daniel Fon- 


seca and Abel Baiba 

Fiore ntina signed Swedish 
midfielder Stefan Schwarz to 
support the scoring Argenti- 
na's Gabriel Batistuta, last 
season's leading league strik- 
er. 

Paul luce moved from 
Manchester United to inter- 
nationals Milan, ending (he 
Dutch era of Dennis Berg- 
kamp and Wim Jonk. 

Other newcomers in the 
reshuffled Inter lineup in- 
clude Brazilian defender 
Roberto Carlos and young 
Argentines Pascual Sebastian 
Rambert and Javier Zaneni 

Italian veteran coach 
Giovanni Trapattom returns 
to the Italian league, follow- 
ing one season in Germany 
with Bayern Munich, to lead 
Cagliari. 

I’he Sardinian team, which 
signed Uruguayan Dario Sil- 
va to make up for the depar- 
ture o! Panamanian striker 
Delv Valdes, could be bat- 
tling for a UEFA Cup berth 
aloun with Sampdoria of 
Genoa. 

La Samp sold most of its 
old guard players — David 
PI. ut. Ruud Gullit. Lombar- 
do. Pietro Vierchowed and 
Vladimir Juguvic — :o form a 
young but aggressive team 
led by newcomers Clarence 
Sccdorf and Christian 
Kurcinbeu. 

-See durf moved from Ajax 
Amsterdam after helping the 
Dutch side to the Cham- 
pionships Cup title over AC 
Milan. Karcmbcu is the firs: 
pl.tvcr from Sew Caledonia 
in the Italian league 

Turkish forward Sukur 
Hahun lines up with Torino, 
which sold striker Andrea 
Silenzi to Nottingham Forrest 
and may find itself struggling 
in the relegation area along 
with termer giant Napoli and 
promoted Vicenza, Piacenza. 
Atlanta of Bergamo and 
Udinese. 


Italy’s loss is Britain’s gain in transfer deals 


NEW ORLEANS (AP) — 
For gymnasts, maybe more 
than any athlete, competition 
doesn't last long. 

Since 1948, only 12 Amer- 
ican women have gone to two 
Olympics, only three have 
made it three times. Since 
1920, 28 American men have 
competed twice in the Olym- 
pics, two have gone to three, 
and one, Alfred Jochim. 
went to four. 

Four women and four men 
at the National Gymnastics 
Championships are trying to 
make a second Olympic team 
roster. 

“This is one of the big 
events, especially this year 
because everyone is pointing 
towards the Olympics," John 
Roethlisberger said. "This is 
the groundwork." 

Roethlisberger. a three- 
time collegiate and three- 
time U.S. national all-around 
champion, was a member of 
the 1992 Olympic team. He, 
Trent Dimas. Jair Lynch and 
Chris Waller are hoping the 
nationals will be a spring- 
board to Atlanta. 

On the women’s side, 
Dominique Dawes, Shannon 
Miller, Kerri Strug and Rim 
Zmeskal would like to re- 
peat. 

“If you get to go to two 
Olympics you're lucky. You- 
have ro be 15 to be an Olym- 
pian." said Strug, who was 
the youngest member of the 
team in 1992. "You might 
make it again at 19, but 23 
would be kind of old." 

The four-day nationals be- 
gan today with Miller, a two- 
time champion, trying to re- 
claim the all-around title she 
won in 1992 and 1993. Last 
year. Miller was second to 
Dawes in the all-arounds and 
event finals. 

Miller and Dawes have met 
once this year, in the compul- 
sories at the U.S. classic last 


month at Hoover, Alabama, 
where Miller was first and 
Dawes fourth. 

Miller, who won five 
Olympic medals in Barcelo- 
na, has .had to learn to cope 
with her growing body. In 
Barcelona, Miller was 1.45 
metres and weighted 31 
kilogrammes. Now 18, Miller 
is 1.52 metres and 43 kilog- 
rammes. 

Not only is the flexibility of 
a 15-year-old gone, maturity 
also changes the centre of 
gravity for a female gymnast. 

“I'm more focused,” said 
Miller, who won four gold 
and one silver medal at the 
Pan American Games this 
spring. “I know I have a 
chance to do things in the 
next year that no one's ever 
done before." 

Karolyi watches up and 
coming star 

Bela Karolyi was a happy 
man after the first round of 
the U.S. Gymnastics Cham- 
pionships. 

The long-rime coach, with 
a host of former champions 
to his credit, watched his 
latest up-and-coming star, 13- 
year-old Dominique 
Moceanu, wrap up a solid 
second in the compulsories in 
her first event as a senior. 

“I’m perfectly satisfied," 
Karolyi said Wednesday 
night. “Its a good start in the 
first competition in her life in 
the senior division." 

Moceanu, of Houston, 
Texas, scored 46.95 overall. 

Although Karolyi would 
not say that he did' not want 
his budding phenomenon to 
win the women's all-around, 
he was certain he did not 
want her to face what another 
of his students went through 
in 1992. 

That was the year Kim 
Zmeskai was expected to 
take the Olympics by storm. 


only to end up with only a 
bronze medal from the team 
victory. 

For nearly a year before 
the Olympics, Zmeskal was 
the darling of the media and 
the fans. Magazines from 
Time to Sports Illustrated fe- 
atured her, network televi- 
sion trooped to Houston to 
interview the 36-kilogramme 
powerhouse who was dubbed 
the favourite for what may be 
the mosr valuable medal of 
the summer Olympics — the 
gold in the women's all- 
around. 

It began in September, 
when Zmeskal won the 
World Championship in Indi- 
anapolis and suddenly found 
herself a celebrity. Leaving 
her hotel there, she was sur- 
rounded by more than 1 .000 
shrieking fans clamouring for 
her attention. For the next 10 
months, the cries got louder 
and the pressure greater. 

It was on Mr. Karolyi’s 
mind Wednesday night when 
he weighed the joy of a possi- 
ble first-place finish by 
Moceanu against the pressure 
it would put on her. 

“The last thing I would like 
to see is the Zmeskal syn- 
drome in '92.** Karolyi said. 
"I don’t want too much press- 
ure on her now. She’s still 
having fun out there. That's 
the way it should be." 

The pressure was instead 
on Shannon Miller. 

Miller, who opened on one 
of her favourite events, the 
uneven bars, scored a 9.8 to 
tie Moceanu for second. She" 
moved into the lead after a 
9.825 in the floor exercise 
and stayed there with another 
9.825 on the vault to finish 
with 47.13 points. 

“AH four events were cru- 
cial," Miller's coach, Steve 
Nunno, said. “It was nip and 
tuck out there the whole 
way." 



LONDON (AP) — Ruud 
Gullit lines up for Chelsea. 
David Platt and Dennis Berg- 
kamp for Arsenal and 
Andrea Silenzi is preparing 
himself for Nottingham 
Forest. 

England's premier league, 
once the poor relation of 
Italy in terms of finance, 
starts up Saturday with the 
one-time stars of Serie A now 
playing at Stamford Bridge 
and Highbury instead of San 
Siro and the Stadio Della 
Alpi. 

Thanks to huge income 
from TV, the English clubs 
now can compete with the 
Italians in terms of transfer 
fees and contracts. Although 
England midfielder Paul Imre 
has made the reverse jour- 
ney, moving from Manches- 
ter United to Inter Milan, the 
trend has been the other way 
with British clubs attracting 
stars from Italy. France. Por- 
tugal and Germany. 

Paul Gascoigne has moved 
from Lazio to Scottish cham- 
pion Glasgow Rangers. 
French forward David Ginola 
has iransfered from Paris 
Saint Germain to Newcastle, 
Brazilian star Marques Isias 
will line up for Coventry aftd 
his move from Portugal's 
Benfica and Belgian midfiel- 
der Marc Degryse will play 
for Sheffield Wednesday. 

Aston Villa has signed 
■Serbian striker Save 
Milosevic from Partisan Bel- 
grade. Queens Park Rangers 
has Australian midfielder 
Ned Zelic from Borussia 
Dortmund and West Ham 
will have Dutch striker Marc 
Boogers. 

In one of the busiest trans- 
fer merry-go-rounds in recent 
years, with some 90 million 


pounds (S144 million) chang- 
ing hands, there have been 
plenty of internal moves, too, 
including the British record 
transfer of Stan Collymore, 
who travelled from Forest to 
Liverpool for 8.5 million 
pounds (S13-6 million). 

It was that deal that en- 
abled Forest manager Frank 
Clark to hire Arsenal’s Kevin 
Campbell, Sheffield Wednes- 
day's Chris Ban-Willians and 
Silenzi, the first Italian inter- 
national to play for an En- 
glish dub. 

A Calf Muscle injury likely 
will keep the former Torino 
striker out of Saturday's 
game at Southampton, while 
Saints new manager Dave 
Merrington has the problem 
of deriding whether to field 
Bruce Grobbelaar. 

The Zimbabwean goal- 
keeper is one of three players 
faring bribery charges after a 
police investigation into 
match-fixing allegations. The 
other players arc Wimbledon 
goalkeeper Hans Segers and 
Aston Villa striker John 
Fashanu, both of whom are 
injured and won’t be in ac- 
tion. 

Because the English Foot- 
ball Association has taken no 
immediate action against the 
players, prefering to let the 
court proceedings run their 
course, all three are free to 
continue playing. They are 
due to appear in court in 
October. 

That is also the month 
when Eric Cantona makes his 
return to competitive soccer. 

Back in February, the 
talented French striker was 
suspended until the end of 
Septemmber over his Kung- 
Fu attack on a Crystal Palace 
fan after he was sent oft’ in a 


league game at Selhurst Park. 

Without Cantona. Man- 
chester United's league and 
cup form nosedived and the 
reds ended the season with- 
out a trophy, a year after they 
had won both. 

Cantona, who served 120 “ 
hours of community service p 
for the assault, demanded a 
transfer last week — only to 
be convinced to stay at Old 
Trafford by manager Alex 
Ferguson. 

United, which sold Ince to 
Inter. Mark Hughes to 
Chelsea and is trying to final- 
ise the sale of Andrei Kan- 
chelskis to Everton or even 
Arsenal, starts its campaign 
at Villa, which is being 


reshaped under Brian Little. 

Defending titlist Black- 
burn, one of the busiest clubs 
last year in the transfer mar- 
ket, "has been much quieter 
this time, with Ray Harford 
replacing Kenny Dalglish as 
team manager. Dalglish, who 
led Rovers to their first 
league title for 81 years, has 
been moved upstairs as direc- 
tor of soccer at the club. 

Rovers start the defence of 
the title against a Queens 
Park Rangers team that may 
struggle now that it no longer 
has striker Les Ferdinand. 

The England forward has 
moved on to ambitious, big- 
spending Newcastle, which 
ab»o has hired Ginola and 


Career Opportunity 

A company specializing in marketing high-lech services in Tel- 
evision & Video production fields is looking for a highly 
charged self motivated individual with a marketing background 
& experience. Qualified candidates should be well positioned 
in the market, creative, ambitious and fluent in English.Must 
own a car. Qualified individuals should send C.V to: 

Personnel P.O.Box 1788 Amman, 11118 Jordan 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARtF 

l TAKHAH HIRSCH 


CHOOSE YOUR WEAPON! 
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Both vulnerable. North deala. 
NORTH 

* A Q Ifl S 
C A J 

0 6 4 2 

4 A J 7 3 

WEST EAST 

* 7 3 * 6 

•78684 V Q 1092 

>:• K 6 7 V J 10 8 3 

♦ KQ 10 8 *9862 

SOUTH 

* X J 0 8 4 2 
CK73 

0 A Q 6 

+ 4 

The bidding: 

North Eart South Weal 

1 * Pua I * Paaa 

3 4 P«m 4 NT Puts 

5 f P asm 5 NT Pm* 

6 * Pam Pm* 

pass Pm* 

Opening lead: Kin* of ♦ 

The chaucea of one of two fi- 
nesse* succeeding are 3-to*l in fa- 
vor. These odds bode well for 
success, but it *till omm that in 25 
cose* out of a hundred you will fail. 
That's not good enough when you 
have a sure- trick line available. 

The auction was straightforward. 
South went for broke once North 
could make * jump raise of the one- 
spade response. -then stopped in a 


small slam on learning two kings 
were mining. 

Declarer took lime to study the 
hand after receiving the Wad of the 
king of clubs. If cither the heart nr 
the diamond finesse were tu suc- 
ceed, declarer could hold the luscm 
to une diamond— if the heart queen 
.was on side, a diamond could be 
discarded from dummy im (he king 
of hearts. 

The opening lead was won by the 
see, two rounds of trumps were 
drawn, ending in hand and the heart 
finesse was essayed. That lost to 
East's queen and hack came a dia- 
mond. Declarer finessed— down 
one. 

South’s plan was pretty good. Un- . 
fortunately, there was a better une 
available. Declarer should win the 
ace of dubs and immediately ruff a 
dub. A trump to the queen is the 
entry fur another dub ruff; if the 
queen drops, declarer is playing for 
an ovenrick- When the lady doesn't 
appear, declarer draws the last 
uump, cashes the ace and king of 
beans and ruffs a heart. Now de- 
clarer leads the jock of clubs and 
discards a diamond from hand. 
West must either lead a diamond 
into declarer's major tenace or yield 
a raff-skiff. Either way, the slam » 
home. 


FOR RENT 

14 flats (possible to have it 42 luxury suites). Located in 
Amman's exclusive residential area, Al-Rabia with a 
very beautiful view. Suitable for diplomatic missions and 
foreign companies, air line staff, expatriates working on 
local projects. Fully air-conditioned and tastefully 
furnished. 

Only direct contact is accepted Tel: 836700 

APARTMENT” FOR RENT 

A 3 bedroom super deluxe furnished apartment is 
ready for annual rent. Which contains the 
following: * Telephone. * 2 T.V. & 1 Video sets. 

* Refrigerator, washing & drying machine. 

* Parking lot * Separate utilities. 

If Interested call 644439 from 3 to 6 p.m. 


Furnished & Unfurnished Apartments For Rent 

Super deluxe, 210 sqm furnished apt consisting of 3 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, a spacious living & tuning room, and a futty equipped 
kitchen with breakfast / dining area. Ground level, exclusive 
entrance w/garags. Tel, Sateflilo, TV. dishwasher and all modem 
amenities. 

Luxurious 2 and 3 bedroom unfurnished apartments are also 
available. Annual lease only. For more details call 676276 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Two bedrooms, salon, dining room, two 
bathrooms, two verandas, central heating and 
telephone. 

Location: Amman, Shmeisani. 

Tel.: 698093, between 
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. and 3-8 p.m. 


FOR RENT 
TWO APARTMENTS 

* One furnished & one unfurnished apartments. 

" In one building - same level - 4th floor. 

■ Each consists of> 

Three bedrooms * two living rooms & dining ■ kitchen - two 
baths & balconies. 

" Independent C.H. & telephones. 

LOCATION:- SHMEISANI 

near Birds Garden ( 1 0 Abdel Halem Nimer Street) 

Annual rent only. Tel 667862 - 693443 ; 


Wimbledon’s Warren Bar- 
ton. 

"1 get a bit annoyed that 
we're now referred to as 
moneybags Newcastle," said 
manager Kevin Keegan, who 
took over at a time when the 
club was financially sick and 
led it to promotion from divi- 
sion one and to sixth in the 
standings last season. 

"We have earned the right 
to be moneybags United. The 
staff and players deserve that 
right because we have put on 
a brand of football that's 
attracted full houses before a 
ball is kicked." 

Newcastle hosts Coventry, 
whose manager Ron Atkin- 
son has had a clearout of five 
players including striker Roy 
Wegerle, who now is in the 
United States and uniikdy to 
return. Among their replace- 
ments are English midfielder 
John Salako and Benfica for- 
ward Isias. 

Gullit, moving to English 
soccer as a sweeper after 
several seasons in Italy as a 
creative forward, will line up 
against FA Cup holder Ever- 
ton. 


Pierce easily reaches quarterfinals 


TORONTO (AP) — 
France's Mary Pierce humili- 
ated Martina Hingis 6-0. 6-0 
Thursday, taking just 40 mi- 
nutes to dispatch the Swiss 
teenager and advance to the 

2 uarterfmals of the Canadian 
(pen Women’s Tennis 
Championships. 

Pierce, the fifth-seeded 
Australian Open champion. 


dominated from the begin- 
ning, hammering winners 
from the baseline. By the 
second set, Hingis looked 
grim and appeared like she 
couldn’t wait to get off the 
court. 

In other third-round play 
Thursday, seventh-seeded 
German Anke Huber out- 


lasted Romanian Irina Spir- 
lea, the 16th seed, 1-6, 6-3, 
7-5. 

Huber's reward is a quar- 
terfinal date with co-top seed 
Monica Seles on Friday. 

No. 6 Gabriels Sabatini of 
Argentina looked impressive 
in defeating Japan’s Yone 
Kamio 6-1, 6-0. 


Brazil, Ghana reach Under-17 final 


GUAYAQUIL, Ecuador 
(R) — - Brazil hammered 
arch-rivals Argentina 3-0 on 
Thursday to reach the final of 
the world Under- 1 7 Soccer 
Championship where they 
will face Ghana, who beat 
surprise team Oman in the 
other semi-final. 

Ghana's 3-1 win ended a 
heroic run by the underdogs 
from Oman, who had pre- 
viously eliminated Nigeria 
and held Brazil to a draw in a 
first round group match. 

Brazil scored all their goals 


in the last 20 minutes after 
Argentina's top player Cesar 
la Paglia had been sent off for 
a second bookable offence in 
the 65th minute. 

The game hinged on the 
dismissal as Argentina had 
outclassed their South Amer- 
ican neighbours for much of 
the first half and the early 


part of the second but capitu- 
lated after la Paglia’s depar- 
ture. 

Rodrigo opened the scor- 
ing for Brazil in the 73rd 
minute with an individual 
goal, while Marcelo Rocha 
and Fabio do Nascimento 
both scored in the last three 
minutes as the Argentine de- 
fence capitulated. 



Want a Bsc or BA in the subject of your 
choice studying in British Universities. 
We guarantee your acceptance, 
if you study 


THE FOUNDATION YEAR 

AT RAWDAT AL-MA’AREF 
SCHOOLS AND COLLEGE 
In Amman - no need for 
L O or A levels . 


formation - 
Please call Public Relations. 
S.?894 9-(cxt. IS / 30 ) 


{/JaA JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 

CO LTD 

RE-ANN0UNCES THE INVITATION TO TENDER 
NO: 34F/95 

JPMC re-announces the invitation to bid 
No. 34F/95 for the supply of : 

12,000 Metric Tonnes Of Wet Aluminium Hydroxide 
the tender documents are available at 
JPMC offices in Amman, Supply 
Department, until 2.00 p.m. local time 
Thursday Aug. 24, 1995. Application for 
documents should be accompanied by a 
non refundable fee of JD 125 for each set 
of fender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 
12:00 hours local time Monday, 

Aug. 28, 1995 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 



The United Nations Relief & Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the 
Near East is recruiting at its 
headquarters in Amman: 

UNIFIED REGISTRATION SYSTEM 
ADMINISTRATOR (SOCIAL SERVICES), 
GRADE 12, VN# HQ(A)-33/95 FIXED 
TERM THREE YEARS. 

(Monthly take home pay about JD 380; plus 
monthly provident fund of about JD 90 
payable at end of service; plus dependency 
allowance; compulsory medical insurance). 
DUTIES: Prepares standard and special 
reports from social study database on Special 
Hardship cases to guide social services 
activities; assists in the maintenance and 
development of the social study database; 
assists URS Coordinator in the 
implementation of an on-the-job training 
programme for staff in the five fields of 
UNRWA’s areas of operations. 
QUALIFICATIONS: University degree in 
Social Sciences with statistics. Excellent oral 
and writing skills in English & Arabic. 
EXPERIENCE: five years experience in the 
application of social science and statistics. 
DESIRABLE QUALIFICATIONS: 
Experience in the management of PC 
database applications. Knowledge of the 
Agency's Relief and Social Sen/ices. 
Interested candidates should submit 
applications on UNRWA Personal History 
Forms not later than 24 August, 1995 to: 

The Office of the Coordinator 
UNRWA Headquarters Amman 
P.O.Box 140157 (Wadi Seer) 

Amman 11814 Jordan 

UNRWA welcomes applications equally from men 
and women. Full consideration will be given to 
disabled candidates whose disability does not 
mitigate the effective performance of the duties of 
the job. Priority will be given to fully qualified 
registered Palestinians. 
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Israeli positions underfire in Lebanon 


MARJAYOUN (AFP) — Hizbollah guerrillas attacked 
positions of the Israeli army and its proxy militia in South 
Lebanon early Friday without causing casualties, the South 
Lebanon Army (Sll\) militia said. The guerrillas fired 
rocket propelled grenades and machine gun fire at the 
Israeli outpost of Dabshe and shelled the SLA position at 
Kfarreman. About two hours later the Sojod outpost, 
where both -Israeli and SLA forces are deployed, also came 
under fire. Hizbollah claimed the attacks in a statement 
released in Beirut. The pro-Tranian guerrillas “scored 
direct hits on the Dabshe position and a fire broke out," a 
spokesman said. 

No quick solution to dispute with Iran — UAE 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) ruled out on Friday a quick solution to its dispute 
with Tehran over three Gulf islands occupied by Iran. “It's 
a thorny question and all signs out of Tehran suggest that a 
solution is not near" for the dispute over the Abu Musa, 
Lesser Tunb and Greater Tunb islands. Sheikh Sultan Ben 
Zayed A1 Nahyan. the deputy prime minister, said. The 
UAE “continues its dialogue and diplomatic activities with 
Iran to try to modify its outlook on this matter,” he said, 
adding that Tehran's occupation of the strategic islands was 
“un-lslamic.” Sheikh Sultan said hte UAE would be forced 
to take the dispute to the United Nations and other 
international bodies “to regain its legitimate rights over the 
islands.” The UAE asked Iran in October to accept 
arbitration by the International Court of Justice at The 
Hague. Tehran implicitly rejected the demand, saying the 
islands “belonged to it for eternity.” 


Swedish prime minister to resign 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — Prime Minister Ingvar Carlsson 
announced Friday that he will resign as Swedish premier 
and leader of the Sodai Democratic Party next year, saying 
he had succeeded in leading Sweden out of a deep crisis. 
Mr. Carlsson, 60, will step down as party leader during its 
congress to be held March 15-20 of next year and would 
“immediately afterwards" hand in his resignation as prime 
minister to the speaker of parliament, Birgjtta Dahl. Mr. 
Carlsson would not comment on who he thought would 
succeed him as the head of the party and government, 
leaving the choice up to the ruling Sodai Democratic Party. 
In power from 1986 to 1991 and again since legislative 
elections in September 1994, Mr. Carlsson has headed the 
Sodai Democratic Party since the assassination of Sodai 
Democratic Prime Minister Olof Palme in February 1986. 
“At the extraordinary congress in 1996, we will leave 
behind us a period of difficult, but necessary and ultimately 
successful, decisions. Tills will be a good time for a new 
leader to take charge of the Soda! Democratic party, ahead 
of the 21st century.” Mr. Carlsson said. Summarising his 
actions as party leader and premier since the party's return 
to power in September 1994, he recalled his success at 
bringing Sweden into the European Union in January 1995 
and of “having had the strength to take the difficult 
responsibility" for dedsions “necessary” to set the coun- 
try’s economy straight. 


Drug traffickers, forgers bust in Lebanon 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanese police have arrested drug 
traffickers and smashed a counterfeiting ring in a drive to 
crush organised crime, offidals and the press reported on 
Friday. Well-informed sources linked the crackdown to 
reports that Syria, the main power broker in Lebanon, has 
lifted its protection of certain Lebanese businessmen in an 
effort to help Interpol and the Beirut authorities to 
eradicate crime. A man identified as the leader of a 1 
multi-million drag trafficking operation and three women 
were arrested separately and their testimony led a judge to 
issue warrants for 15 other people on the ran, they said. 
The four testified they had managed to smuggle 45 
kilogrammes of heroin from Lebanon to the United States, 
Canada and Europe over the past two years, according to 
the respected A1 Nahar daily quoting unnamed security 
sources. The women were used as courtiers. They swal- 
lowed capsules of heroin concealed in surgical gloves and 
received between $10,000 and $25,000 for each ran 
depending on the amount they carried, the report said. A 
judge also issued several arrest warrants for suspected 
counterfeiters who are believed to have distributed around 
$25 million in fake notes and one million forced marks in 
the Middle East and Europe, the report said. 


Algeria announces Nov. 16 as date for election 


ALGIERS (AFP)— - Algeria on Friday announced Nov. 16 
as the date for presidential voting rejected by the opposi- 
tion and by outlawed Islamic fundamentalists waging war 
against the government. President Liamine Zeroual prop- 
osed the date to Algerian political parties and leaders who 
support the election under the terms set by the govern- 
ment, and they accepted it, presidential spokesman 
Mihoub Mihoubi told the state-run news agency APS. The 
banned Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) and the main legal 
opposition parties have rejected the terms set by the 
government for the voting. Algeria has been torn by 
violence since the army stepped in to cancel January 1992 
elections that the FIS was poised to win. The war has 
claimed an estimated 30.000 lives. 


4 Sudan rebels executed by SPLA 


KAMPALA (R) — Sudanese rebels executed four of their 
men by firing squad for killing two LJgandans who had 
allegedly failed to pay for weapons, witnesses said on 
Friday. They told Reuters the Sudanese People’s Libera- 
tion Army (SPLA) executed four rebel privates late last 
month in South Sudan at Pagea, eight km (five miles) north 
of the border with Uganda. Six northern Ugandan leaders 
were taken to witness the killings. The northern Ugandan 
leaders told Reuters the four SPLA fighters had regularly 
sold AK-47 assault rifles to the two Ugandans, who sold 
them on to the cattle-raising Karamojong tribe. But the 
two Ugandans were murdered after they said they could 
•not pay for one set of weapons as they had been stolen. 


Engine blast behind U.S. ’copter crash 


NICOSIA (AP) — Investigators are checking reports that 
an engine explosion may have caused the crash of a U.S. 
military helicopter earlier this week, a U.S. diplomat said 
Friday. “It is not clear yet what caused the crash but 
indications are it was an accident,” said Alejandro Wolff, a 
U.S. embassy charge d'affaires. ”A report that the crash 
was preceded by an explosion in one of the engines is also 
being investigated,” Mr. Wolff said. Cyprus police patrol 
boats continued searching Friday for the four U.S. arimen. 
who have been missing since their Black Hawk helicopter 
crashed about five kilometres south of the fishing port of 
Ziyi. Mr. Wolff said a U.S. navy salvage vessel was due off 
Ziyi to try to recover the main wreckage of the helicopter, 
which is at a depth of about 20 metres. 


Over 70 killed in Morocco flash floods 


RABAT (AFP) — Rash flooding triggered by heavy rains 
has killed at least 73 people in southern Morocco, officials 
said. The Marrakesh area was whipped overnight by 
violent storms which came after months of severe drought. 
Heavy loss of life and material damage were registered in 
the village of Sti Fadma, Ourika. Moulay Brahim. Ouir- 
gane and Zerkren, officials said. Authorities went to the 
scene of the disaster to provide aid to the beleaguered 
population and King Hassan II gave orders for relief 
material to be sent to the area. 



A police patrol check the identity papers of a man on the Champs- 
Elysees in Paris following a bomb explosion, the second in the French 
capita] in a month (AFP photo) 


Second Paris blast in one 
month raises French fear 


PARIS (Agencies) — As 
police maintained a huge 
security presence in the 
French capital on Friday, fol- 
lowing the second bomb in 
the city centre in three 
weeks, authorities admitted 
they had few leads to go on. 

“At this point in the inves- 
tigation, nothing allows us to 
conclude that the same peo- 
ple are responsible for both 
attacks." a police spokesman 
said. 

One thing, however, was 
clear, police said: The bomb 
was intended to kill. 

The rush-hour blast 
sprayed 12-centimetre nails 
and hex nuts into a crowded 
street in the tourist heart of 
Paris injuring 17 people, ten 
of them foreign visitors. 

It was the same kind as the 
one that exploded in a sub- 
way station in the crowded 
Latin quarter last month, kill- 
ing seven and injuring 84. 

A total of 1,200 mobile 
security officers were placed 
at strategic points round the 
city and another 16.000 uni- 
formed officers ensured a 
strong police presence in 
public areas, in subways and 
railway stations. 

The mayor of Parrs 
appealed to "Parisians to stay 
calm. 

Speaking on French Radio 
Mayor Jean Tiberi said Pari- 
sians should "remain vigi- 
lant” and “not fall into the 
trap of provocation and 
fear.” 


"No-one can say if we are 
in 'the middle of a series of 
attacks.” even if "we may 
always fear that.” Mr. Tiberi 
said. 

He praised the French and 
the tourists for conducting 
themselves with “calmness 
and serenity” both after the 
explosion in a subway station 
and after Thursday's blast. 

Nine people were still re- 
ceiving hospital treatment af- 
ter Thursday's blast, author- 
ities said. 

Three were in a serious 
condition. An eieht-year-old 
Italian boy had first and 
second degree bums to an 
arms and may have suffered 
lung damage from the blast, 
hospital authorities said. A 
60-year-old British woman. 
Patricia Hudson, was being 
treated for shrapnel wounds 
to her legs, according to Brit- 
ish press, and a 23-year-old 
Portuguese man was also 
badly hurt, the hospital said. 

An Italian woman and her 
three-year-old child, four 
members of a Hungarian 
family had received lesser in- 
juries. 

Crowds of curious tourists 
and Parisians garhered at the 
bomb site on Avenue Fried- 
land. a stone's throw from 
the famed Champs-Elysees, 
on Friday morning. Some 
took photographs of three 
iron bolts in the ground — all 
that remained of the gold- 
topped garbage can where 
the bomb was hidden. 


“People were here from 
6.30 a.m. when we opened,” 
said the salesman at the 
newspaper kiosk just metres 
from the .blast. 

A postcard stand posi- 
tioned at the side of the kiosk 
nearest the garbage can pro- 
tected them from injury, his 
female colleague said, still in 
shock from the attack. 

Several witnesses, most of 
them foreign tourists, offered 
their amateur video film to 
the authorities but none was 
able to throw light on any 
suspects, police said. 


Among new security mea- 
sures introduced Friday 
morning, police cordoned off 
the pavement outside the 
Elysee presidential palace of 
Jacques Chirac, only opened 
to the public last month as 
part of the new head of 
slate's drive for openness. 

Litter bins had already 
been sealed up in all metro 
stations since the Saint 
Michel subway attack, but 
those above ground have so 
far remained unaffected. It 
was not dear what other me- 
asures would be announced 
following the new blast. 


Analysts were united in 
naming Algerian fun- 
damentalist militants as the 
number one suspect to have 
carried out both attacks. 

The murderous July 25 ex- 
plosion at the Saint Michel 
metro station also in- 

jured more than 80 people. 


China test seen as aimed 


at securing nuclear might 


BEIJING (Agendes) — Chi- 
na's latest nuclear test shows 
it is scrambling to upgrade its 
nuclear arsenal, including an 
offensive capability, as the 
dock ticks towards a possible 
comprehensive test ban. 
analysts said on Friday. 

“The Chinese have a prog- 
ramme of tests and are under 
pressure to get it done and 
make their improvements be- 
fore the expected compre- 
hensive test ban treaty in 
1996,” one diplomat said. 

China whipped up anti- 
nuclear passions on Thursday 
by conducting an under- 
ground nuclear test that pro- 
voked furious condemnation 
from around the world. 

The blast at the Lop Nor 
test site at 9 a.m. (0100 
GMT) created a shock reg- 
istering 5.6 on the Richter 
scale, the Australian Geolo- 
gical Survey Organisation 
said in Canberra. 

It was China's second nuc- 
lear explosion in three 
months and. with feelings 
around the world already 
running high at France's 
planned South Pacific tests, 
reaction was immediate. 

Military analysts said the 
latest test was expected, the 
last of two that had been 
anticipated for 1995 in a 
programme expected to see 
three more in 1996. China 
traditionally carriers out tests 


in Mav-June and September- 
October because of climate 
conditions at Lop Nor in the 
desert of remote Western 
Xinjiang. 

"Hie new tests are to de- 
velop a better offensive capa- 
bility. not a defensive one.” 
Robert Karniol, Asia/Pacific 
editor of Jane's Defence 
Weekly, said by telephone 
from Bangkok. “These are 
strategic nor tactical tests. 
They are not purely defen- 
sive.” 

“They are looking for im- 
proved range and guidance 
for their missiles." he said. 

Analysts said they believed 
the aim’ of China's test was to 
improve miniaturisation of its 
nuclear devices. 

Asian and European na- 
tions cried out against the 
nuclear test, calling it a bet- 
rayal of the movement to- 
wards scrapping nuclear 
weapons worldwide. 

Japan said it may curtail 
financial aid to China as a 
result of the test. It made a 
similar threat after a previous 
Chinese nuclear test in May. 
but still has not decided 
whether to reduce grants, or 
by how much. 

Japan gave China $95 mil- 
lion in grants last year, plus 
$1.7 billion in low-cost loans. 
The loans would be un- 
affected. 

Government spokesman 


Koken Nosaka called the new 
test "extremely regrettable” 
and said the need to “stop 
nuclear tests is one of the 
most important issues in the 
world today.... We implore 
China to. make sure it does 
not repeat its nuclear test.” 

Foreign Minister Yohei 
Kono also summoned 
Chinese Ambassador Xu 
Dunxin to register Japan's 
displeasure with the latest 
test, a Beijing Foreign Minis- 
try official said. 

Australian Prime Minister 
Paul Keating said his country 
was angry that despite the 
end of the cold war and the 
extension of the treaty, on the 
non-proliferation of nuclear 
weapons earlier this year, 
both China and France had 
decided to continue testing. 

“One of the unfortunate 
consequences of China’s de- 
rision to continue testing is 
that nations which aspire to 
possess nuclear weapons will 
question the sincerity of nuc- 
lear weapons states to even- 
tual nuclear disarmament.” 
he said. 

“Such a development 
would be a serious threat to 
world peace,” Mr. Keating 
said. 

The South Korean Foreign 
Ministry also expressed 
“deep concern and regret" 


(Continued on page 3) 
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Palestinian police 
clash with Hamas 


GAZA (Agencies) — 
Palestinian police engaged in 
a gunbattle with militants Fri- 
day during an attempt to 
arrest a fugitive gunman, wit- 
nesses said. 

Some 200 policemen 
armed with assault rifles sur- 
rounded a house in Gaza 
Gty’s Sheikh Radwan neigh- 
bourhood Friday afternoon 
and tried to detain Ibrahim 
Nafar, a member of the Izze- 
din AI Qassam Brigades, the 
armed wing of the militant 
group Hamas. 

A firelight ensued, but 
police failed to take Nafar. 

It was not immediately 
dear whether anyone was 
hurt. 

Palestinian police have 
been hunting for four Islamic 
militants suspected of plan- 
ning a suicide attack in Israel. 
The Gaza Strip has been sea- 
led by Israel for more than a 
week to prevent a suicide 
bomber from entering Israel. 

“We are working all the 
time to halt the suicide bom- 
bers who want to carry out 
attacks against Israel and we 
arrested one on Tuesday.” 
said a police official who re- 
fused to be named. 

"We are still searching for 
another suspect,” he added. 

The man held, who was not 
named, was among four de- 
tained this week following a 
tip-off that Hamas was plan- 
ning to blow up a car packed 
with explosives in the heart of 
Tel Aviv. 

The second suspect has 
been identified as Wael Nas- 
sar, 23, a Hamas member 
from Gaza City. He has gone 
into hiding. 

Palestinian security ser- 
vices last week alerted Israel, 
which has faced a wave of 
suicide bombings in the last 
18 months that have killed 
dozens of people. 

As a preventive measure. 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin derided to seal off the 
Gaza Strip from Israel on 
Aug. 10 and to review the 
situation daily. 


The closure, which stops 
16 800 Gazans from working 
in Israel, is set to remain in 
force until at least dawn Sun- 

Tfhe Palestinian National 
Authority-has demanded that 
the closure be lifted. 

Earlier Friday, Hamas fol- 
lowers burned American and 
Israeli flags to protest against 
the detention of the groups 
political leader. Musa Abu 
Marzouk, in the United 
States. 

Hamas reiterated warnings 
that the United States and 
Israel will "pay dearly” if Mr- 
Abu Marzouk is extradited to 
Israel. 

The warning came in a 
leaflet handed out to hun- 
dreds of worshippers at 
Hamas-controlled mosques 
in the Gaza Strip. Hamas 
activists burned Israeli and 
U.S. flags. 

“It’s no secret that the 
(Bill) Clinton administration 
has become a Zionist 
tool. ..it’s only worry is to 
carry out Israel’s orders, 
said the Hamas leaflet. 

"The American people 
should know that the con- 
tinued detention of. ..Abu 
Marzouk or his extradition to 
Israel will turn the American 
people into a scapegoat." 

Mr. Abu Marzouk was 
arrested at New York's Ken- 
nedy international airport on 
July 25. U.S. immigration in- 
spectors said his name had 
recently been added to alist 
of suspected “terrorists.” 

Israel put out a warrant for 
bis arrest, contending that 
Mr. Abu Marzouk ordered 
attacks on Israeli citizens and 
soldiers and sent money to 
Hamas activists in the West 
Bank and Gaza for buying 
weapons. 

The U.S. government has 
begun extradition proceed- 
ings against Mr. Abu Mar- 
zouk. 

At the Salaheddin Mosque 
in Gaza City, worshippers 
cheered as U.S. and Israeli 
flags went up in flames. 


Cairo newpapers demand 
retribution for PoW killings 


CAIRO (AP) — In their firsi 
reaction to Israeli killing of 
Egyptian prisoners of war 
(PoWs), opposition newspap- 
ers on Friday urged retribu- 
tion against the killers and 
criticised the government for 
not taking a tougher stand on 
the issue. 

AI Ahrar. the weekly 
newspaper of the Liberal Par- 
ty. proposed expelling Israeli 
Ambassador David Sultan, 
and the daily AI Wafd urged 
trying those accused of the 
killings and refusing visits to 
Egypt by Israel's prime 
minister. 

“It is our right as Egyptians 
to call for banning prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin from 
Egypt and cut all contacts 
with him no matter what the 
price,*' Managing Editor 
Abbas AI Tarabily wrote in ' 
the newspaper of the Wafd 
Party. 

In a column. Mr. Tarabily 
referred to Israel's demand 
for revenge for the killing of 
Jews, especially anyone who 
took part in the holocaust in 
World War II. 

“If Israel chases whoever 
killed a Jew, so what are we 
going to do to those who 


killed thousands of Egyptian 
PoWs?” he asked. 

The scandal over the kill- 
ing of Egyptian prisoners of 
war began two weeks ago 
when retired Israel General 
Arye Biro admitted he 
ordered 49 of them executed 
during the 1956 Mideast war. 

Other reports of the sum- 
mary executions of Egyptian 
PoWs have since surfaced in 
Israel, and some Israeli histo- 
rians have said thousands of 
Egyptian prisoners may have 
been killed in Mideast wars in 
what amounted to an unoffi- 
cial Israeli policy. 


The editor of AI Ahrar. 
Mustafa Bakri, criticised the 
government’s quiet handling 
of the issue. 


“The least we can do is to 
expel the Israeli spy who is 
considered an ambassador 
and to try those war criminals 
and demand retribution,” he 
wrote. "The blood of those 
martyrs is haunting us.... It 
would be a shame if we didn’t 
take revenge from the blood- 
suckers.” 

The Egyptian government 
asked for an investigation of 
the reports of the 49 deaths. 


Congress Party says it 
welcomes Gandhi heir 


NEW DELHI (R) — India's 
ruling Congress Party said 
Friday it would embrace 
Rahul Gandhi, son of former 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gan- 
dhi. if he derided to join 
politics. 

"The derision is up to him. 
but if he joins, we will wel- 
come him," Congress spokes- 
man Vithal Gadgil told Reu- 
ters. 

Rahul Gandhi recently 
turned 25. the minimum age 
to run for electoral office 
under Indian laws. He is 
scheduled to make a public 
appearance next week at 
Amethi, the constituency of 
his father. 

The planned visit triggered 
media speculation that he 
was setting the ground for an 
entry into politics as the next 
generation of the Nehru 
dynasty, which gave indepen- 
dent India its first prime 
minister, Jawaharial Nehru. 

His daughter, Indira Gan- 
dhi, was prime minister for* 
all but two years from 1966 to 
1984, when she was assassin- 
ated by Sikh bodyguards 
shortly after she ordered an- 
army operation to flush 
separatist militants from 
Sikhdom’s holiest temple. 

After she was killed, her 
son, Rajiv, took over. While 
campaigning to regain power 
for the Congress Parry, he 


was assassinated in 1991 by 
suspected Sri Lankan Tamil 
separatists. When prime 
minister, Rajiv had sent Indi- 
an troops to fight the rebels 
in Sri Lanka. 

The Nehra-Gandhi fami- 
ly’s charisma has cemented 
the fractious Congress Party 
which has ruled India for 
most of the 48 years since 
freedom from British rule in 
1947. 

The disputes within a party 
that spans wide shades of 
opinion have grown consider- 
ably worse in the past year. 
■ A breakaway faction has 
been pressing Sonia Gandhi. 
Rajiv’s Italian-born widow, 
and her family to take an 
active interest in Congress 
Party politics. 

The group, led by former 
cabinet minister Arjun Singh, 
has accused Prime Minister 
P.v. Narasimha Rao of 
'ignoring the Gandhi familv's 
political legacy. 

Some Congress members 

P ress Sonia 
Gandhi to take over the party 
leadership after her hus- 
band s death, bur she fumed 
down the offer. 

Perroleum Minister Satish 
Sharma, a close friend of the 
Gandhis, recently offered to 
vacate the Amethi seat he 
represents after Rajiv's death 
in favon- . the Gandhis. ■ 



Prince Andrew 
angered by Fergie 
snub — paper 


LONDON (R) — Britain's 
Prince Andrew is angry mat 
his estranged wife Sarah Fet- j £ . 
guson has been barred from : : 
all VJ day events marking the 

F i anniversary of victory- i. 
r Japan, a newspaper saki^_,_ 
Friday. Queen Elizabet^.\ 
will be joined by other mem-^- 
bers of the royal family, he-i-T 
eluding Princess Diana, Ton 
the events but Prince . 
Andrew's estranged wife has. . 
not been included. “The; 
prince feels slighted that she*.-' 
has been treated this way”, -, 
the Daily Mirror quoted $ 
friend as saying. “Previous# ' “ 
he has asked for the duchess? - 
to be included in royal 
gatherings paying tribute at 
events like the VE weekend ’ 
of celebrations but has been - 
over-ruled.” Prince Andrew ■ 
has been on holiday with hs 
wife, popularly known as 
“Fergie,” and their two 
young daughters in Spam, t 
sparking speculation in the 
British press that they could 
be heading for a reconcilia- 
tion. Unlike Prince Charles 
and his estranged wife, Prin- j. 
cess Diana, Prince Andrew ” 
and his wife have remained 
on good terms since their 
separation. 


Woman stabs sailor 
after watching 
'Basic Instinct’ 


PORTSMOUTH, England 
(AFP) — A depressed British 
housewife took a knife and 
went out looking for a stran- 
ger to stab after watching the 
film “Basic Instinct” in which 
a woman kills a string of 
lovers, a court heard here 
Thursday. Vanessa Ballan- 
tyue went to a nightclub, 
picked up the first person she 
met there, and led him down 
a dark alley. There she told 
John Parr, a sailor “I’ve got 
something for you,” before 
plunging a 13 centimetre 
*l:nife into his stomach. 
“Basic Instinct,” which stars . 
Sharon Stone, opens with a 
scene in which a man is-stehh 
bed to death wife an ; 

by a woman he is havmgffe 
with. Mr. Parr, an Able Se£ 
man who is in his 30s, i&s . 
later admitted to hospital * 
where he received treatment . . 
for the wound. A week after ■_ 
the incident Ms. Ballantyne 7 
contacted the police and con- 
fessed to the stabbing. The 
court beard that she had been ^ 
suffering from psychotic de- ■" 
pression at the time of the 
incident. Judge Michael Meg- 
geson committed Ms. BaUan-- 
tyne to hospital under the 
Mental Health Act, tefling- 
her that but for the fact she ^ 
was suffering from a severe d 
mental illness at the time of ; 
the stabbing, he would have 
imposed a Tong prison sent- ” 
ence. 
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LONDON (AFP) — SmofcS- 
ers in their 30s and 40s have "^ 
five times as many health 
attacks as non-smokers;^ 
according to the largest study 
of heart attack survivors.- yet 1 ?^ 
carried out in Britain, the^ 1 
results of which were pub-^ 
hshed Friday. The studyT^ 
published in the British.^ 
Medical Journal, also shows^i 
that smoking low or mediuia^Z- 
tar cigarettes did tittle to# 
diminish the risk of a heaff T ^ 
attack. More than 10,00&>£ 
hospital patients who had suK'i 
rered heart attacks were** 
questioned about their smoksj*-^* 
? a 5 ,ts - SlJ i°kers in their Jg 
had twice as many heart® 
attacks as non-smokers, thesis 
fo “nd, and amoneSf 
smokere m their 50s hearf® 

r^. Cks w l re times J9? 

common. But there were fiyei 

£ ma Py smokers i tfS 
their 30s and 40s who had:.^ 

Until Cks ^ as non-sm °k«s:^- 
Until no* doctors had be?# 
beved smokers in this 
group faced a three-fold gr«K^ 
nsk ’, lhe report said. lie*# 
researchers found a verv^l 
sbgbt different h? £ 
tience of heart attacks 
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